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31. Luqman

PERIOD OF REVELATION

This surah was revealed in late middle stage of the Prophet�s residence at Makkah. Its subject
matter indicates that it was revealed in the same period when Surah Ankabut was revealed. It
consists of 34 verses and is named after the sage, Luqman, who counsels his son.

VIRTUE

   : »                
 «)   1045(  

Al Bara' is reported to have said: �We prayed behind the Prophet (saw) zuhr prayer and we
would hear him reciting verses from surah Luqman and al Dhariyat." [As Sunan Al Kubra of Nasai
1045]

KEY THEMES ANDMESSAGES

The Quran is the book of wisdom and a blessing for the righteous.
Luqman�s advice to his son not to commit shirk.
Rights of the mother and the parents.
Not to obey the parents if they ask you to commit shirk.
Islamic moral behaviour and interaction.
The main reason of misguidance is the blind following of one�s forefathers.
If all trees were pens and oceans ink, Allah�s words could not be put to writing.
Allah is the only Reality. All others whom people invoke besides Him are false.
Mankind, fear that Day when not even a father shall avail his son, nor a son his father, let
not Satan deceive you concerning this fact.

SELECTED VERSES

31:7 Unbelievers and the Quran

"And when our verses are recited to him, he turns away arrogantly as if he had not heard them,
as if there was in his ears deafness. So give him tidings of a painful punishment."

31:10 The creation of the world without pillars

"He created the heavens without pillars that you see and has cast into the earth firmly set
mountains, lest it should shift with you, and dispersed therein from every creature. And We sent
down rain from the sky and made grow therein [plants] of every noble kind."



153

31:14 Being grateful to parents

"And We have enjoined upon man [care] for his parents. His mother carried him, [increasing her]
in weakness upon weakness, and his weaning is in two years. Be grateful to Me and to your
parents; to Me is the [final] destination."

31:15 Importance of learning from good practice

"But if they endeavor to make you associate with Me that of which you have no knowledge, do
not obey them but accompany them in [this] world with appropriate kindness and follow the way
of those who turn back to Me [in repentance]. Then to Me will be your return, and I will inform
you about what you used to do."

31:13 19 Luqman�s advice to his son

1. Do not commit shirk
2. Knowledge that Allah is aware of everything
3. Establish prayer
4. Enjoin good and forbid evil
5. Bearing with patience whatever (misfortune or calamity) that befalls
6. Not to turn away from people with pride
7. Not to walk arrogantly on earth
8. Be moderate in walking
9. Lowering the voice

31:22 Total submission to Allah

"And whoever submits his face to Allah while he is a doer of good then he has grasped the most
trustworthy handhold. And to Allah will be the outcome of [all] matters."
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31:24 Enjoyment � to what end?

"We grant them enjoyment for a little; then We will force them to a massive punishment."

31:27 Words of Allah

"And if whatever trees upon the earth were pens and the sea [was ink], replenished thereafter by
seven [more] seas, the words of Allah would not be exhausted. Indeed, Allah is Exalted in Might
and Wise."

31:33 The world is a delusion

"O mankind, fear your Lord and fear a Day when no father will avail his son, nor will a son avail
his father at all. Indeed, the promise of Allah is truth, so let not the worldly life delude you and be
not deceived about Allah by the Deceiver."

31:34 Five things known only to Allah

1. Knowledge of the Hour
2. Sending of rain
3. Knowledge of what is in the womb
4. No person knows what they will accrue tomorrow
5. No person knows where they will die

SELECTED VOCABULARY

Advising him [v.13]

Weakness and

hardship [v.14]  
Unto me [v.14]

The final [v.14]

   O my son! [v.16]

The important [v.17]  

The commandments [v.17]  

Insolence [v.18]  

Boaster [v.18]

   Your voice [v.19]  

The donkey [v.19]

Hand hold [v.22]  

The most trustworthy [v.22]  

The falsehood [v.30]  

Patient [v.31]  

Grateful (person) [v.31]

A wave [v.32]

A son [v.33]

  Tomorrow [v.34]
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32. As Sajdah: The Prostration

PERIOD OF REVELATION

This is a Makki surah and consists of 30 verses. The title is taken from verse 15 in which the
believers are described as falling down to prostrate when the divine messages are revealed to
them.

VIRTUE

                  . ) 2892(
Jabir reported that the Prophet (saw) would not sleep before reciting Alif Lam Meem Tanzeel (i.e.
surah al Sajdah) and Tabarak alladhi biyadihi al Mulk. [Tirmidhi 2892]

KEY THEMES ANDMESSAGES

The Quran is beyond all doubt and is sent to warn those people to whom no warner has
come before.
On the Day of Judgement, the disbelievers shall believe but that belief will be of no
benefit to them.
There is a special reward for those who forsake their beds and invoke their Lord with fear
and hope, and spend in charity.
The Quran is similar to the book which was given to Prophet Musa.

SELECTED VERSES

32:7 Perfection in Allah�s creation

"Who perfected everything which He created and began the creation of man from clay."

32:16 Qiyamul Layl

"They arise from [their] beds; they supplicate their Lord in fear and aspiration, and from what We
have provided them, they spend."

32:17 The hidden joy

"And no soul knows what has been hidden for them of comfort for eyes as reward for what they
used to do."
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SELECTED VOCABULARY

The throne [v.4]

Sight (eyes) [v.9]  

Hearts [v.9]  

Meeting [v.14]

Joy [v.17]   

Eyes [v.17]

Doubt [v.23]

Crops [v.27]

The decision [v.28]
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33. Al Ahzab: The Confederates

PERIOD OF REVELATION

This surah was revealed during the 5th year after migration of the Prophet to Madinah. During
that year, three important events took place: the Battle of the Trench or Al Ahzab, the raid on
Bani Quraizah and the Prophet�s marriage with Sayyidah Zainab. The surah consists of 73 verses.
The title of the surah refers to the tribes who, along with the Makkan Quraysh, besieged
Madinah.

VIRTUE

     :       " :     . "
)     367(   

Harithah Ibn Mudarrab is reported to have said: Umar Ibn al Khattab (ra) wrote to us, "Learn
surah Al Nisa', surah Al Ahzab, and surah Al Nur." [Fada'il al Quran of Al Qasim Ibn Salam 367]

KEY THEMES ANDMESSAGES

Fear Allah and do not obey the unbelievers and the hypocrites.
Laws relating to divorce and status of an adopted son.
By word of mouth, neither your wives become your real mothers nor your adopted sons
your real sons.
Prophet�s wives are declared to be the mothers of all believers.
Blood relations have greater claims than others in the Book of Allah.
Battle of the Trench (Ahzab)
Favours of Allah.
Attitudes of the hypocrites.
Non participants are declared to have no faith at all and that all their deeds are void.
The life of Prophet Muhammad (as) is declared to be a model for all.
Admonition to the wives of the Prophet.
It is not befitting for the believers to have options in what has been decided by Allah and
His Messenger.
Commandment to the Prophet to marry the divorced wife of his adopted son.
The Prophet Muhammad (as) is not the father of any of your men but a messenger and
seal of prophethood.
Etiquettes concerning the visits to the Prophet�s household.
Allah Himself and His angels send blessings on the Prophet, and the believers are
instructed to do the same.
Laws of hijab (dress code) for women.
The trust of Allah was presented to the heavens, the earth and the mountains: they
refused to take that responsibility but man took it.
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SELECTED VERSES

33:3 Trust in Allah

"And rely upon Allah; and sufficient is Allah as Disposer of affairs."

33:4 Pursuing a single objective

 …

"Allah has not made for a man two hearts in his interior...."

33:6 Proximity of the Prophet to the believers

"The Prophet is more worthy of the believers than themselves, and his wives are [in the position
of] their mothers. And those of [blood] relationship are more entitled [to inheritance] in the
decree of Allah than the [other] believers and the emigrants, except that you may do to your
close associates a kindness [through bequest]. That was in the Book inscribed."

33:9 Remembering favours

"O you who have believed, remember the favor of Allah upon you when armies came to [attack]
you and We sent upon them a wind and armies [of angels] you did not see. And ever is Allah, of
what you do, Seeing."

33:13 �Yathrib� is the ancient name of Madinah

"And when a faction of them said, "O people of Yathrib, there is no stability for you [here], so
return [home]." And a party of them asked permission of the Prophet, saying, "Indeed, our
houses are unprotected," while they were not exposed. They did not intend except to flee."

33:21 The best role model

"There has certainly been for you in the Messenger of Allah an excellent pattern for anyone
whose hope is in Allah and the Last Day and [who] remembers Allah often."

33:23 Fulfilling pledges
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"Among the believers are men true to what they promised Allah. Among them is he who has
fulfilled his vow [to the death], and among them is he who awaits [his chance]. And they did not
alter [the terms of their commitment] by any alteration."

33:32 Manners of speech

"O wives of the Prophet, you are not like anyone among women. If you fear Allah, then do not be
soft in speech [to men], lest he in whose heart is disease should covet, but speak with
appropriate speech."

33:33 Staying at home � instruction to the prophet�s wives

  

"And stay in your houses, and do not display yourselves like that of the times of ignorance, and
perform prayer, and give Zakat and obey Allah and His Messenger. Allah wishes only to remove
ar rijs (evil deeds and sins, etc.) from you, O members of the family (of the Prophet (saw)), and to
purify you with a thorough purification."

33:35 Equality of rewards for good deeds for both male and female

"Indeed, the Muslim men and Muslim women, the believing men and believing women, the
obedient men and obedient women, the truthful men and truthful women, the patient men and
patient women, the humble men and humble women, the charitable men and charitable women,
the fasting men and fasting women, the men who guard their private parts and the women who
do so, and the men who remember Allah often and the women who do so for them Allah has
prepared forgiveness and a great reward."

33:36 The decree of Allah and His messenger

"It is not for a believing man or a believing woman, when Allah and His Messenger have decided a
matter, that they should [thereafter] have any choice about their affair. And whoever disobeys
Allah and His Messenger has certainly strayed into clear error."
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33:37 Fear Allah, not people
Mention of Zayd by name

…  …

"�And you fear people but Allah deserved to be feared more�"

33:40 Seal of the Prophets

"Muhammad is not the father of [any] one of your men, but [he is] the Messenger of Allah and
last of the prophets. And ever is Allah , of all things, Knowing."

33:41 Remembrance in plenitude

"O you who have believed, remember Allah with much remembrance."

33:45 46 Attributes of the Prophet

"O Prophet, indeed We have sent you as a witness and a bringer of good tidings and a warner.
And one who invites to Allah , by His permission, and an illuminating lamp."

33:53 Ethics of social engagement

"O you who have believed, do not enter the houses of the Prophet except when you are
permitted for a meal, without awaiting its readiness. But when you are invited, then enter; and
when you have eaten, disperse without seeking to remain for conversation. Indeed, that
[behavior] was troubling the Prophet, and he is shy of [dismissing] you. But Allah is not shy of the
truth. And when you ask [his wives] for something, ask them from behind a partition. That is
purer for your hearts and their hearts. And it is not [conceivable or lawful] for you to harm the
Messenger of Allah or to marry his wives after him, ever. Indeed, that would be in the sight of
Allah an enormity."

33:56 Sending blessings on the Prophet (saw)

"Indeed, Allah confers blessing upon the Prophet, and His angels [ask Him to do so]. O you who
have believed, ask [Allah to confer] blessing upon him and ask [ Allah to grant him] peace."
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33:59 Verse of jilbab

"O Prophet, tell your wives and your daughters and the women of the believers to bring down
over themselves [part] of their outer garments. That is more suitable that they will be known and
not be abused. And ever is Allah Forgiving and Merciful."

33:62 There is no change in the Sunnah of Allah

"[This is] the established way of Allah with those who passed on before; and you will not find in
the way of Allah any change."

33:67 Blind obedience of leaders and elders

"And they will say, "Our Lord, indeed we obeyed our masters and our dignitaries, and they led us
astray from the [right] way."

33:70 71 Upright speech

"O you who have believed, fear Allah and speak words of appropriate justice. He will [then]
amend for you your deeds and forgive you your sins. And whoever obeys Allah and His
Messenger has certainly attained a great attainment."

SELECTED VOCABULARY

Fear Allah [v.1]  

Obey not [v.1]

Your mothers [v.4]

Sin [v.5]   

The blood relations [v.6]

Covenant [v.7]

Above you [v.10]

Below [v.10]

The throats [v.10]

Shake [v.11]    

Delusions [v.12]  

O People of Yathrib

[v.13]

Answered [v.15]

Escape [v.16]

With tongues [v.19]

An example [v.21]

Faith [v.22]  

Submissiveness [v.22]

Terror [v.26]

Handsome [v.28]

Display [v.33]
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Evil deeds [v.33]  

Family of the Prophet

[v.33]          

The Muslims [v.35]

The Believers [v.33]

The Obedient [v.33]

The Truthful [v.33]

The Patient ones [v.33]

The Humble [v.33]

The Charitable [v.33]

The men who guard

their chastity [v.33]           

He has made legal [v.38]

The way of Allah [v.38]

The last [v.40]

A witness [v.45]  

A bearer of good news

[v.45]

A warner [v.45]

A caller [v.47]

A lamp [v.47]  

Spreading light [v.47]

A privilege [v.50]

It is not lawful [v.52]

They hurt [v.57]

He has cursed [v.64]

Helper [v.65]

O would that we had [v.66]

Our leaders [v.67]  

Our elders [.v.67]

Upright [v.70]

The trust [v.72]

The mountains [v.72]

Unjust [v.72]

Ignorant [v.72]
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34. Saba: Sheba

PERIOD OF REVELATION

This surah appears to be have been revealed during the early Makkan period when persecution
had not yet become tyrannical and the Muslims were being suppressed only by ridicule, rumour
mongering, false allegations and casting of evil suggestions in the people�s minds. The surah
consists of 54 verses and the title is based on the reference to the people of Saba� in Yemen.

VIRTUE

       . )   .127 128  7(  
This surah clearly illustrates the consequence of being ungrateful to Allah�s favours. [Tafsir of Abu
As Sa`ud, 7/127 128]

KEY THEMES ANDMESSAGES

The Day of Resurrection is sure to come for Allah�s Judgement to reward the believers
and punish the disbelievers.
Those who do not believe in the Hereafter are doomed.
The mountains and birds used to sing Allah's praises with Prophet Dawud.
Allah subjected the winds and Jinns to Prophet Sulayman.
Intercession before Allah can not avail anyone except for whom He permits.
Muhammad (saw) is sent as a messenger for the whole of mankind.
Wealth and children are a test to whom they are given.
Whatever you spend in charity, Allah will pay you back in full.
The truth has come, falsehood neither originates nor restores anything.
On the Day of Judgement disbelievers will wish that they were believers.

SELECTED VERSES

34:13 The grateful minority

… 

"�And few of My servants are grateful."

34:28 The ignorant majority

            

"And We have not sent you except comprehensively to mankind as a bringer of good tidings and
a warner. But most of the people do not know."

34:36 Allah increases rizq
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"Say, 'Indeed, my Lord extends provision for whom He wills and restricts [it], but most of the
people do not know.'"

34:43 The prison of tradition

                 …

"And when our verses are recited to them as clear evidences, they say, 'This is not but a man who
wishes to avert you from that which your fathers were worshipping'� "

34:50 Misguidance is from us and guidance is from Allah

                

"Say, 'If I should err, I would only err against myself. But if I am guided, it is by what my Lord
reveals to me. Indeed, He is Hearing and near.'"

SELECTED VOCABULARY

The All Wise [v.1]  

The All Aware [v.1]

Goes up [v.2]  

The Most Merciful [v.2]

The Most Forgiving [v.2]

Yes [v.3]

Weight [v.3]

An Atom [v.3]

New [v.7]

The Jinn [v.12]

Images [v.13]

A little creature [v.14]

Watchful [v.21]

The Opener [v.22]  

Appointment [v.30]  

The regret [v.33]

Necks [v.33]

Which they study

[v.44]

Pairs [v.46]

Individually [v.46]

All Hearer [v.50]

A place [v.51]
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35. Fatir: The Creator

PERIOD OF REVELATION

This surah was revealed in the middle of the Makkan period when antagonism had grown quite
strong and every sort of mischief was created by the disbelievers to frustrate the mission of the
Prophet. It contains 45 verses and the title is taken from verse 1.

VIRTUE

     :           :     
      ) .     4  286( 

Nafi` Ibn Umar is reported to have said: Ibn Abu Mulaykah said to me, as he heard some people
describing the recitation of those who lead them in prayer as tiresome, "I used to recite surah Al
Mala`ikah (the Angels, which is another name for surah Fatir,) in one rak`ah and no one
complained." [At Tabaqat Al Kubra of Ibn Sa`d, 4/ 286]

KEY THEMES ANDMESSAGES

None can award or withhold blessings besides Allah.
Satan is your enemy, so take him as such.
The person who considers his evil deeds to be good deeds cannot be guided to the right
path.
Real honour is in being obedient to Allah.
Mankind is in need of Allah while He is not in need of anyone.
None can make those who are buried in the grave hear you.
Those who recite the Quran, establish salah and give zakah may hope for Allah�s blessings
and reward.
Allah has not sent any Book which has a provision of shirk.
Plotting evil recoils none but the author of it.
If Allah was to punish people for their wrongdoing, He would have not left even an
animal around them.

SELECTED VERSES

35:2 Mercy of Allah

                   

"Whatever Allah grants to people of mercy none can withhold it; and whatever He withholds
none can release it thereafter. And He is the Exalted in Might, the Wise."

35:3 Remembering the blessing of Allah

               …
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"O mankind, remember the favor of Allah upon you. Is there any creator other than Allah who
provides for you from the heaven and earth?�"

35:5 Two deceptions

              

"O mankind, indeed the promise of Allah is truth, so let not the worldly life delude you and be not
deceived about Allah by the Deceiver."

35:6 Satan is your enemy

             

"Indeed, Satan is an enemy to you; so take him as an enemy. He only invites his party to be
among the companions of the Blaze."

35:8 Bad actions which one views as alluring

                   

      

"Then is one to whom the evil of his deed has been made attractive so he considers it good [like
one rightly guided]? For indeed, Allah sends astray whom He wills and guides whom He wills. So
do not let yourself perish over them in regret. Indeed, Allah is Knowing of what they do."

35:10 Honour and respect

                

        

"Whoever desires honor [through power] then to Allah belongs all honor. To Him ascends good
speech, and righteous work raises it. But they who plot evil deeds will have a severe punishment,
and the plotting of those it will perish."

35:11 Knowledge of the unseen

                     

             

"And Allah created you from dust, then from a sperm drop; then He made you mates. And no
female conceives nor does she give birth except with His knowledge. And no aged person is
granted [additional] life nor is his lifespan lessened but that it is in a register. Indeed, that for
Allah is easy."

35:15 Humans are poor

          

"O mankind, you are those in need of Allah, while Allah is the Free of need, the Praiseworthy."
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35:18 Will you be asked about others?

     …

"And no bearer of burdens will bear the burden of another�"

35:24 Messenger to every nation

            

"Indeed, We have sent you with the truth as a bringer of good tidings and a warner. And there
was no nation but that there had passed within it a warner."

35:28 Diversity and true scholarship

                

 

"And among people and moving creatures and grazing livestock are various colors similarly. Only
those fear Allah, from among His servants, who have knowledge. Indeed, Allah is Exalted in Might
and Forgiving."

35:45 Real consequence of our deeds

                  

       

"And if Allah were to impose blame on the people for what they have earned, He would not leave
upon the earth any creature. But He defers them for a specified term. And when their time
comes, then indeed Allah has ever been, of His servants, Seeing."

SELECTED VOCABULARY

Who made [v.1]

Can withhold [v.2]

Can grant [v.2]  

  Sorrow [v.8]

Honour [v.10]

Dust [v.11]

Semen [v.11]

Alike [v.12]

He merges [v.13]

Graves [v.22]

White [v.27]

Red [v.27]

Black [v.27]

Those who have

knowledge [v.28]

Give them more [v.30]

We chose [v.32]

Follow a middle course

[v.32]         

Foremost [v.32]

In good deeds [v.32]

   Most forbearing [v.41]    

That if [v.42]

Any change [v.43]

Any turning around [v.43]
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36. Ya Sin

PERIOD OF REVELATION

This surah was revealed in Makkah and consists of 83 verses. The title consists of two letters of
the Arabic alphabet.

VIRTUE

           " :          
  }      {         .  

               ) ". 20300( 
Ma`qil Ibn Yasar is reported to have said that the Messenger of Allah (saw) said, "[Surah] Al
Baqarah is the highest and top of the Quran. Eighty angels dscended with each of its verse. The
verse that reads, 'Allah! There is no God but Him, the All Living, the Self Subsisting [All Sustaining
One]' was taken from under the [Divine] Throne and was attached to it; i.e. to surah al Baqarah.
Moreover, surah Yasin is the heart of the Quran. No one reads it seeking [the pleasure of] the
Almighty Allah and [the reward of] the Hereafter except that he will be forgiven. Thus you should
recite it on your dying persons." [Ahmad 20300]

KEY THEMES ANDMESSAGES

The Quran is revealed by Allah to warn people and establish a charge sheet against the
disbelievers.
Allah has created all things in pairs.
The day, night, sun and moon, all are being regulated by Allah.
Scenes from the Day of Judgement:

Allah�s greetings to the residents of Paradise.
Allah�s address to the criminal sinners.
Hands and feet shall bear witness.

All human beings shall be raised back to life again on the Day of Judgement for
accountability of their deeds.
Surah for those engaged in dawah and reform.

SELECTED VERSES

36:17 Our duty is to communicate

     

"And we are not responsible except for clear notification."

36:21 No worldly gain from the dawah

       

"Follow those who do not ask of you [any] payment, and they are [rightly] guided."
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36:22 Creation as an argument

        

"And why should I not worship He who created me and to whom you will be returned?"

36:25 Framing the debate

    

"Indeed, I have believed in your Lord, so listen to me."

36:36 Allah�s creation in pairs

             

"Exalted is He who created all pairs from what the earth grows and from themselves and from
that which they do not know."

36:47 Doubts in spending

                    

    

"And when it is said to them, 'spend from that which Allah has provided for you,' those who
disbelieve say to those who believe, 'should we feed one whom, if Allah had willed, He would
have fed? You are not but in clear error.'"

36:54 Action driven results

           

"So today no soul will be wronged at all, and you will not be recompensed except for what you
used to do."

36:60 62 Satan as a clear enemy

                    

           

"Did I not enjoin upon you, O children of Adam, that you not worship Satan [for] indeed, he is to
you a clear enemy. And that you worship [only] Me? This is a straight path. And he had already
led astray from among you much of creation, so did you not use reason?"

36:65 Bodies to testify

           

"That Day, We will seal over their mouths, and their hands will speak to Us, and their feet will
testify about what they used to earn."

36:68 Long life



175

        

"And he to whomWe grant long life We reverse in creation; so will they not understand?"

36:69 The Prophet was not a poet

             

"And We did not give Prophet Muhammad, knowledge of poetry, nor is it befitting for him. It is
not but a message and a clear Quran."

36:79 Can Allah bring back the dead?

           

"Say, 'He will give them life who produced them the first time; and He is, of all creation,
Knowing.'"

36:81 Creation of the heavens and the earth

               

"Is not He who created the heavens and the earth Able to create the likes of them? Yes, [it is so];
and He is the Knowing Creator."

36:82 �Be and it is�

          

"His command is only when He intends a thing that He says to it, 'Be,' and it is."

SELECTED VOCABULARY

A barrier [v.7]

To convey [v.17]

Running [v.20]

Follow [v.21]  

A host [v.28]

But [v.47]  

When [v.48]

They will be able

[v.50]

The trumpet [v.51]

The graves [v.51]  

  Woe to us! [v.52]

Will be busy [v.55]

Fruits [v.57]  

  Multitude [v.62]

It is befitting [v.69]

Bones [v.78]

Have rotten away and

become dust [v.78]         

The green [v.80]

Be and it is [v.82]
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37. As Saffat: Those who set the Ranks

PERIOD OF REVELATION

This surah was revealed in the last stage of the middle Makkan period when the Prophet and his
companions were passing through very difficult and discouraging circumstances. It consists of 182
verses and its title is taken from the first verse: �By those who set themselves in ranks.�

VIRTUE

   " :            ) ." 4796( 
Ibn Umar is reported to have said: "The Messenger of Allah (saw) would command us to observe
short recitation in prayer and he would lead us in prayer with surah As Saffat." [Ahmad 4796]

KEY THEMES ANDMESSAGES

Allah Himself testifies that your God is one and the shaytans do not have any access to
the exalted assembly of angels.
Life in the Hereafter and the Day of Judgement are real.
Scenes from the Day of Judgement:

Dialogue between the followers and the leaders who mislead them.
A view from the scenes of Paradise.
A sample of conversation between the residents of Paradise.
A view from the scenes of Hell.

Prayer of Prophet Nuh and Allah�s response.
The story of Prophet Ibrahim:

He questioned his people for worshipping idols.
His people threw him in the furnace, but Allah saved him.
He prayed for a son and Allah granted him a son.
Allah tested by asking him to offer the sacrifice of his only son and he passed the
test.

Prophethood of Musa, Harun, Ilyas (Elias) and Lut.
Story of Prophet Yunus.
Allah has promised to help His Messengers.

SELECTED VERSES

37:13 Neglecting reminders

    

"And when they are reminded, they remember not."

37:35 Being arrogant
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"Indeed they, when it was said to them, 'There is no deity but Allah,' were arrogant."

37:36 An excuse not to accept the truth

      

"And were saying, 'Are we to leave our gods for a mad poet?'"

37:60 61 Persistence in action

          

"Indeed, this is the great attainment. For the like of this let the workers [on earth] work."

37:84 A sound heart

     

"When he came to his Lord with a sound heart."

37:99 Turn to Allah

      

"And [then] he said, 'Indeed, I will go to [where I am ordered by] my Lord; He will guide me.'"

37:100 Praying for righteous offspring

     

"My Lord, grant me [a child] from among the righteous."

37:102 107 Sacrifice of Ibrahim

                      

                  

                

"And when he reached with him [the age of] exertion, he said, 'O my son, indeed I have seen in a
dream that I [must] sacrifice you, so see what you think.' He said, 'O my father, do as you are
commanded. You will find me, if Allah wills, of the steadfast.' And when they had both submitted
and he put him down upon his forehead, We called to him, 'O Abraham.' You have fulfilled the
vision. Indeed, We thus reward the doers of good. Indeed, this was the clear trial. And We
ransomed him with a great sacrifice."

Salam on different prophets:

37:79 Nuh

"Peace upon Nuh among the worlds."

37:109 Ibrahim
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"Peace upon Ibrahim."

37:120 Musa & Harun (Aaron)

    

"Peace upon Musa and Harun."

37:130 Ilyas

    

"Peace upon Ilyas."

37:154 Arbitrary decisions

    

"What is [wrong] with you? How do you make judgement?"

SUPPLICATIONS

               

37:180 182 "Exalted is your Lord, the Lord of might, above what they describe. And peace upon
the messengers. And praise to Allah , Lord of the worlds."

SELECTED VOCABULARY

A flaming fire [v.10]  

  Clay [v.11]  

  Preserved [v.49]  

The good doers

[v.80]

With a sound

heart [v.84]

The sincere

ones [v.128]         

   Its stomach [v.144]

Sick [v.145]

Known [v.164]
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38. Saad

PERIOD OF REVELATION

This surah was revealed in Makkah during the social boycott of Prophet Muhammad (s) and his
family by the Quraysh. It consists of 88 verses and its title is taken from the letter �saad� of the
Arabic alphabet.

VIRTUE
 

                   
   ) .    23  .202 203 (  

Surah Saad demonstrates in the clearest way the great worth of showing submission to Allah
through returning to the truth without stubbornness. [At Tahrir wa At Tanwir of Ibn Ashur,
23/202 203]

KEY THEMES ANDMESSAGES

The Quran is full of admonition. The disbelievers are in sheer arrogance for calling the
Prophet a liar.
Story of Prophet Dawud:

The mountains and birds used to sing the rhymes of Allah with him.
The litigants who came to him for a decision.

Allah has not created the heavens and earth in vain.
Story of Prophet Sulayman:

His inspection of steeds which were to be used in jihad.
His prayer to grant him a kingdom similar of which may not be granted to any
one.

Story of Ayub (Job), his sickness, patience and relief.
Story of Adam and disobedience of Satan.

SELECTED VERSES

38:1 Quran as a reminder

     

"Saad. By the Quran containing reminder."

38:17 Facing opposition with patience

            

"Be patient over what they say and remember Our servant, David, the possessor of strength;
indeed, he was one who repeatedly turned back [to Allah]."

38:27 Creation with a purpose
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"And We did not create the heaven and the earth and that between them aimlessly. That is the
assumption of those who disbelieve, so woe to those who disbelieve from the Fire."

38:28 Is equal treatment possible?

             

"Or should we treat those who believe and do righteous deeds like corrupters in the land? Or
should We treat those who fear Allah like the wicked?"

38:29 Ponder over the Quran

         

"[This is] a blessed Book which We have revealed to you, [O Muhammad], that they might reflect
upon its verses and that those of understanding would be reminded."

38:45 47 People of strength and insight

               

     

"And remember Our servants, Abraham, Isaac and Jacob those of strength and [religious] vision.
Indeed, We chose them for an exclusive quality: remembrance of the home [of the Hereafter].
And indeed they are, to Us, among the chosen and outstanding."

38:71 85 Story of Adam and Satan

                    

                 

                      

                     

                  

              

"[So mention] when your Lord said to the angels, 'Indeed, I am going to create a human being
from clay. So when I have proportioned him and breathed into him of My [created] soul, then fall
down to him in prostration.' So the angels prostrated all of them entirely. Except Iblees; he was
arrogant and became among the disbelievers. [Allah] said, 'O Iblis, what prevented you from
prostrating to that which I created with My hands? Were you arrogant [then], or were you
[already] among the haughty?' He said, 'I am better than him. You created me from fire and
created him from clay.' [Allah] said, 'Then get out of Paradise, for indeed, you are expelled. And
indeed, upon you is My curse until the Day of Recompense.' He said, 'My Lord, then reprieve me
until the Day they are resurrected.' [Allah] said, 'So indeed, you are of those reprieved. Until the
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Day of the time well known.' [Iblis] said, 'By your might, I will surely mislead them all. Except,
among them, Your chosen servants.' [Allah] said, 'The truth [is My oath], and the truth I say.
[That] I will surely fill Hell with you and those of them that follow you all together."

38:84 Powerful passage about truth

    

"[Allah] said, 'The truth [is My oath], and the truth I say.'"

38:87 Universality of the Quran

     

"It is but a reminder to the worlds."

SELECTED VOCABULARY

They wondered [v.4]

A persistant liar [v.4]

The Real Bestower [v.9]

Don�t fear [v.22]  

  The speech [v.23]  

Desire [v.26]  

  As criminals [v.28]  

Cool [v.42]

The best [v.48]  

For the day of

reckoning [v.53]

Welcome [v.60]  

  A double [v.61]  

  All [v.82]  
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39. Az Zumar: The Troops

PERIOD OF REVELATION

This surah was revealed in Makkah in the early stages before permission was granted to the
Muslims, who were being persecuted, to migrate to Abyssinia. Some traditions provide the
explanation that this verse was sent down in respect of Ja�far bin Abi Talib and his companions
when they made up their mind to emigrate to Abyssinia. The surah contains 75 verses and its title
is taken from verses 71�73 which refer to the two groups of believers and non believers which
will be formed on the Day of Judgement.

VIRTUE

    : " :             ".) 
3405( 

Abu Lubabah is reported to have said that Aisha (ra) said, "The Prophet (saw) would not sleep
before reading surah Az Zumar and surah Banu Israel." [Tirmidhi 3405]

KEY THEMES ANDMESSAGES

The polytheists try to justify their worship of saints saying: �It brings us closer to Allah.�
On the Day of Judgement no one shall bear the burden of others.
Believers who cannot practise their faith should migrate to other places where they can.
The real losers are those who lose their souls and families on the Day of Judgement.
No one can rescue the one against whom the sentence of punishment has been decreed.
The Quran is consistent yet it repeats the teachings in different ways.
Allah has cited every kind of example in the Quran so that people may clearly
understand.
Who can be more wicked than the one who invents a lie against Allah.
Those who have transgressed against their souls should not despair of Allah�s mercy, they
should repent while they can.
On the Day of Judgement, everyone�s book of deeds shall be laid open and justice shall
be done with all fairness.

SELECTED VERSES

39:2 3 Sincerity in faith

                …

"Indeed, We have sent down to you the Book, [O Muhammad], in truth. So worship Allah, [being]
sincere to Him in religion. Unquestionably, for Allah is the pure religion�"

39:7 Being grateful



186

                       

               

"If you disbelieve indeed, Allah is Free from need of you. And He does not approve for His
servants disbelief. And if you are grateful, He approves it for you; and no bearer of burdens will
bear the burden of another. Then to your Lord is your return, and He will inform you about what
you used to do. Indeed, He is Knowing of that within the breasts."

39:8 Calling to Allah in times of adversity

                      

              

"And when adversity touches man, he calls upon his Lord, turning to Him [alone]; then when He
bestows on him a favor from Himself, he forgets Him whom he called upon before, and he
attributes to Allah equals to mislead [people] from His way. Say, 'Enjoy your disbelief for a little;
indeed, you are of the companions of the Fire.'"

39:9 Knowledge and ignorance

…          …

"�Say, 'Are those who know equal to those who do not know?'�"

39:10 Allah�s earth is spacious

                    

    

"Say, 'O My servants who have believed, fear your Lord. For those who do good in this world is
good, and the earth of Allah is spacious. Indeed, the patient will be given their reward without
account.'"

39:13 Fear of punishment

         

"Say, 'Indeed I fear, if I should disobey my Lord, the punishment of a tremendous Day.'"

39:15 Real losses

                    

 

"'So worship what you will besides Him.' Say, 'Indeed, the losers are the ones who will lose
themselves and their families on the Day of Resurrection. Unquestionably, that is the manifest
loss.'"

39:22 Allah open hearts inclining to Islam
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"So is one whose breast Allah has expanded to [accept] Islam and he is upon a light from his Lord
[like one whose heart rejects it]? Then woe to those whose hearts are hardened against the
remembrance of Allah. Those are in manifest error."

39:27 Similitude in the Quran

           

"And We have certainly presented for the people in this Quran from every [kind of] example
that they might remember."

39:28 The Quran is in Arabic

       

"[It is] an Arabic Quran, without any deviance that they might become righteous."

39:29 Metaphor of shirk

                    

 

"Allah presents an example: a slave owned by quarreling partners and another belonging
exclusively to one man are they equal in comparison? Praise be to Allah! But most of them do
not know."

39:36 37 Rules of guidance

…                …

"�And whoever Allah leaves astray for him there is no guide. And whoever Allah guides for
him there is no misleader�"

39:45 Spiritual condition of the disbelievers

                   

"And when Allah is mentioned alone, the hearts of those who do not believe in the Hereafter
shrink with aversion, but when those [worshipped] other than Him are mentioned, immediately
they rejoice."

39:49 Navigating through adversity
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"And when adversity touches man, he calls upon Us; then when We bestow on him a favor from
Us, he says, "I have only been given it because of [my] knowledge." Rather, it is a trial, but most
of them do not know."

39:53 Do not despair in the mercy of Allah

                     

 

"Say, 'O My servants who have transgressed against themselves [by sinning], do not despair of
the mercy of Allah. Indeed, Allah forgives all sins. Indeed, it is He who is the Forgiving, the
Merciful.'"

39:54 Turn in repentance towards your Lord

             

"And return [in repentance] to your Lord and submit to Him before the punishment comes upon
you; then you will not be helped."

39:55 Follow the best

                

"And follow the best of what was revealed to you from your Lord before the punishment comes
upon you suddenly while you do not perceive."

39:62 Allah is the Guardian

          

"Allah is the Creator of all things, and He is, over all things, Disposer of affairs."

39:73 Greeting of the people of Paradise

                  

   

"But those who feared their Lord will be driven to Paradise in groups until, when they reach it
while its gates have been opened and its keepers say, 'Peace be upon you; you have become
pure; so enter it to abide eternally therein,' [they will enter]."

SELECTED VOCABULARY

Your return [v.7]

Prostrating [v.9]

Standing [v.9]

Lofty rooms [v.20]  

Many partners [v.29]

Do not despair [v.53]  

With the prophets

[v.60]

The witnesses [v.60]  

The arrogance

[v.72]
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40. Ghafir: Forgiver

PERIOD OF REVELATION

This surah was revealed in Makkah after surah Az Zumar. It is also called Al Mu�min. It consists of
85 verses and its title is taken from verse 3 where Allah describes Himself as the Forgiver of sins
and verses 28�45 (in the context of the believer from the family of Pharaoh who defends Musa).

VIRTUE

    :      " :     }  {   
            ) ." 2879(  

Abu Hurayra is reported to have said that the Messenger of Allah (saw) said, "Whoever reads in
the morning from Ha Meem in surah al Mu'min up to His saying '� to Him is the [ultimate]
return' together with the verse of the Divine Seat (i.e. 2:255) will be protected by them until the
evening comes; and whoever reads both of them in the evening will be protected by them until
the morning comes. [Tirmidhi 2879]

KEY THEMES ANDMESSAGES

The angels who bear the throne of Allah pray for those humans who repent and follow
the right way.
A scene from the Day of Judgement.
Allah knows the furtive looks and secret thoughts.
Story of Prophet Musa, Pharaoh, Haman and Qarun.
An excellent speech of one of the relatives of Pharaoh in favour of Prophet Musa.
Pharaoh plotted against that relative, who was a believer, but Allah saved him and
destroyed the people of Pharaoh, and now they are presented before the fire of Hell
every morning and evening.
Allah says; �Call me, I will answer your prayers.�
No one has the right to be worshipped except Allah.
Those who argue about the revelations of Allah will soon find out the Truth.
Allah has sent many messengers before Muhammad (saw): of them some are mentioned
in the Quran and some are not.
Belief after seeing the scourge of Allah is of no avail to the disbelievers.

SELECTED VERSES

40:3 Attributes of Allah

              

"The forgiver of sin, acceptor of repentance, severe in punishment, owner of abundance. There is
no deity except Him; to Him is the destination."

40:11 Acknowledging sins
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"They will say, 'Our Lord, You made us lifeless twice and gave us life twice, and we have
confessed our sins. So is there to an exit anyway?'"

40:19 Knowledge of inner thoughts

      

"He knows that which deceives the eyes and what the breasts conceal."

40:37 Arrogance of Pharaoh and perception of evil as good

…      …

"�And thus was made attractive to Pharaoh the evil of his deed�"

40:39 Akhirah � abode of stability

           

"O my people, this worldly life is only [temporary] enjoyment, and indeed, the Hereafter that is
the home of [permanent] settlement."

40:44 Leave your affairs to Allah

            

"And you will remember what I [now] say to you, and I entrust my affair to Allah. Indeed, Allah is
Seeing of [His] servants."

40:57 Creation of the heavens and the earth

            

"The creation of the heavens and earth is greater than the creation of mankind, but most of the
people do not know."

40:59 The ineveitability of the Last Hour

           

"Indeed, the Hour is coming no doubt about it but most of the people do not believe."

40:60 Call upon Allah and He will respond to you

             

"And your Lord says, 'Call upon Me; I will respond to you.' Indeed, those who disdain My worship
will enter Hell [rendered] contemptible."

40:78 Untold stories
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"And We have already sent messengers before you. Among them are those [whose stories] We
have related to you, and among them are those [whose stories] We have not related to you. And
it was not for any messenger to bring a sign [or verse] except by permission of Allah. So when the
command of Allah comes, it will be concluded in truth, and the falsifiers will thereupon lose [all]."

40:81 Signs of Allah

      

"And He shows you His signs. So which of the signs of Allah do you deny?"

40:82 Travel the earth and take heed from previous nations and civilisations

                  

       

"Have they not traveled through the land and observed how was the end of those before them?
They were more numerous than themselves and greater in strength and in impression on the
land, but they were not availed by what they used to earn."

40:83 Be not complacent

               

"And when their messengers came to them with clear proofs, they [merely] rejoiced in what they
had of knowledge, but they were enveloped by what they used to ridicule."

SUPPLICATIONS

40:7 9 "Our Lord, You have encompassed all things in mercy and knowledge, so forgive those
who have repented and followed Your way and protect them from the punishment of Hellfire.
Our Lord, and admit them to gardens of perpetual residence which You have promised them and
whoever was righteous among their fathers, their spouses and their offspring. Indeed, it is You
who is the Exalted in Might, the Wise. Our Lord, and admit them to gardens of perpetual
residence which You have promised them and whoever was righteous among their fathers, their
spouses and their offspring. Indeed, it is You who is the Exalted in Might, the Wise. And protect
them from the evil consequences [of their deeds]. And he whom You protect from evil
consequences that Day You will have given him mercy. And that is the great attainment."
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SELECTED VOCABULARY

The sin [v.3]

The owner of the

high [v.15]  

The irresistible [v.16]  

Plot [v.37]

They dispute [v.56]

They deny [v.63]

Need [v.80]
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41. Fussilat: Expounded

PERIOD OF REVELATION

This surah was revealed at Makkah and is composed of 54 verses. It is also called Ha Mim Sajdah.

VIRTUE

       " :   ) "   2253( 
Mis`ar reported from Sa`d Ibn Ibrahim that he said, "The Hawameem (surahs that start with the
letters Ha Meem) were called the brides [of the Quran]." [Shu`ab Al Iman of Bayhaqi, 2253]

KEY THEMES ANDMESSAGES

The Quran is revealed to give admonition.
Woe to those who deny the Hereafter and do not pay zakah.
Story of the creation of earth, mountains, seas, skies and heavens.
Example of Allah�s scourge upon the nations of �Ad and Thamud.
On the Day of Judgement, man�s own ears, eyes and skin will bear witness against him
relating to his misdeeds.
Those who say their God is Allah and stay firm on it, have angels assigned for their
protection.
The best in speech is the one who calls people towards Allah, does good deeds and says,
�I am a Muslim.�
The message which is revealed to Prophet Muhammad (saw) is the same message which
was revealed to previous prophets.
The Quran is a guide and healing for the believers. It is similar to the Book given to
Prophet Musa.

SELECTED VERSES

41:2 The Quran is from the Merciful

    

"[This is] a revelation from the Entirely Merciful, the Especially Merciful."

41:3 �A book whose verses are explained in detail�

       

"A book whose verses have been detailed, an arabic Quran for a people who know."

41:15 �Who is mightier than us in strength?�
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"As for 'Aad, they were arrogant upon the earth without right and said, "Who is greater than us in
strength?" Did they not consider that Allah who created them was greater than them in strength?
But they were rejecting Our signs."

41:17 Preferring blindness to guidance

              

"And as for Thamud, We guided them, but they preferred blindness over guidance, so the
thunderbolt of humiliating punishment seized them for what they used to earn."

41:20 Testimony of the body

            

"Until, when they reach it, their hearing and their eyes and their skins will testify against them of
what they used to do."

41:21 Questioning the body/skin

                   

"And they will say to their skins, 'Why have you testified against us?' They will say, 'We were
made to speak by Allah, who has made everything speak; and He created you the first time, and
to Him you are returned."

41:26 Importance of listening

           

"And those who disbelieve say, 'Do not listen to this Quran and speak noisily during [the
recitation of] it that perhaps you will overcome.'"

41:33 Best of speech

             

"And who is better in speech than one who invites to Allah and does righteousness and says,
'Indeed, I am of the Muslims.'"

41:34 Dealing with evil

          …

"And not equal are the good deed and the bad. Repel [evil] by that [deed] which is bette�"

41:36 Dealing with the whisper from Satan

            



197

"And if there comes to you from Satan an evil suggestion, then seek refuge in Allah. Indeed, He is
the Hearing, the Knowing."

41:40 Freedom of action

…         

"�Do whatever you will; indeed, He is Seeing of what you do."

41:42 The Quran is protected

              

"Falsehood cannot approach it from before it or from behind it; [it is] a revelation from a [Lord
who is] Wise and Praiseworthy."

41:43 Continuation of previous religious traditions

                  

"Nothing is said to you, [O Muhammad], except what was already said to the messengers before
you. Indeed, your Lord is a possessor of forgiveness and a possessor of painful penalty."

41:44 The Quran as a guidance and a healing

                   

…

"And if We had made it a non Arabic Quran, they would have said, 'Why are its verses not
explained in detail [in our language]? Is it a foreign [recitation] and an Arab [messenger]?' Say, 'It
is, for those who believe, a guidance and cure'�"

41:49 Human behaviour

           

"Man is not weary of supplication for good [things], but if evil touches him, he is hopeless and
despairing."

41:51 Seeking Allah in adversity

             

"And when We bestow favor upon man, he turns away and distances himself; but when evil
touches him, then he is full of extensive supplication."

41:53 Signs of Allah in our ownselves

                    

"We will show them Our signs in the horizons and within themselves until it becomes clear to
them that it is the truth. But is it not sufficient concerning your Lord that He is, over all things, a
Witness?"
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SELECTED VOCABULARY

End [v.8]  

Thunder bolt [v.13]  

Evil prodding [v.36]

Water [v.39]

Fruits [v.47]

The horizons [v.53]

In their own

selves [v.53]  
Surrounding [v.54]
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42. Ash Shura: The Counsel

PERIOD OF REVELATION

This surah was revealed at Makkah and consists of 35 verses. Its title is taken from verse 38 which
calls for mutual consultation.

VIRTUE

       " :   ) "   2253( 
Mis`ar reported from Sa`d Ibn Ibrahim that he said, "The Hawameem (surahs that start with the
letters Ha Meem) were called the brides [of the Quran]." [Shu`ab Al Iman of Bayhaqi, 2253]

KEY THEMES ANDMESSAGES

The Heaven might have broken apart from above those who elevate Allah�s creatures to
His level if angels were not begging for forgiveness for the residents of Earth.
Islam is the same religion which was enjoined on Nuh, Ibrahim, Musa, and Isa. He who
desires the harvest in the Hereafter shall be given manifold and he who desires it in this
life shall be given a portion here but shall have no share in the Hereafter.
Whatever inflictions befall people, are the result of their own misdeeds.
True believers are those who establish salah, give charity and defend themselves when
oppressed.
The real losers are those who will lose on the Day of Resurrection.
It is Allah who gives daughters and sons as He pleases.
It is not for any human being that Allah should speak to him face to face.

SELECTED VERSES

42:7 The Quran was revealed in Arabic

                    

   

"And thus We have revealed to you an Arabic Quran that you may warn the mother of cities
[Makkah] and those around it and warn of the Day of Assembly, about which there is no doubt. A
party will be in Paradise and a party in the Blaze."

42:8 Reference to one nation

                    

"And if Allah willed, He could have made them [of] one religion, but He admits whom He wills
into His mercy. And the wrongdoers have not any protector or helper."

42:10 Judgement is with Allah

                


