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Introduction

The Quran was revealed as the final book of Allah to humanity as a book of guidance. It would be
no exaggeration to state that though the Quran is probably the most famous book in the world
today, it also the most misunderstood. The ethical, moral, legal and spiritual teachings of the
Quran inspire millions across the world but there is also a dire need to make its message
accessible and relevant to wider audiences. The starting point of that journey is a basic overview
of each chapter of the Quran covering the virtues, themes and key verses.

1.1 Definition of the Quran
�Arabic word of eternal linguistic miracle, revealed to Prophet Muhammad (s), its recitation is
considered worship and it has reached us through tawatur [multiple corroborated paths of
narration].�

1.2 The Quran: Basic Facts
114 Quranic chapters (surahs) of different lengths, content and themes
The Quran was revealed to Prophet Muhammad over a period of 23 years
The Prophet received the first revelation at the age of 40
The longest chapter in the Quran is chapter 2 and the shortest is chapter 108
The longest verse in the Quran is in chapter 2 verse 282 and the shortest verse is in
chapter 93 v 1
There are 6218 verses, 77,437 words and 312,000 letters
The first revelation was chapter 96 and last was chapter 110
There are 86 Makkan chapters and 28 Madinan chapters

1.3 Makkan and Madinan
The Quranic chapters are divided into Makki (Makkan) and Madani (Madinan). Scholars have
three opinions about its definition:

i) Makki refers to everything revealed in Makkah and Madani refers to everything revealed
in Madinah regardless of whether this was before the hijra (Prophet�s migration from
Makkah to Madinah) or after.

ii) Makki refers to the discourse aimed at the people of Makkah and Madani refers to the
discourse for the people of Madinah.

iii) Makki refers to every chapter revealed before the hijra and Madani, everything revealed
after the hijra.

The third opinion is the most popular and correct definition.
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1.4 Characteristics of Makki and Madani chapters:

Makki Madani

Mention of the stories of previous prophets
and nations and the invitation to mankind to
adhere to their message.

Focus on ruling and legislation related to
worship, the worldly life (the secular) and
the boundaries / limits of Islam as a legal
code.

Discussion and presentation of evidences for
the existence of Allah, His unity and the
resurrection of the human body.

Mentions the rulings pertaining to war and
peace and comments on the different
battles, prisoners, spoils of war during the
time of the Prophet.

Consolidating and providing comfort for the
prophet and inviting him to be patient amid
the opposition to his message.

Focus on governance, consultation and
referring to the Quran and Sunnah as
ultimate sources of authority.

Chapters are generally short, with a certain
receptive feel and tone to the ear and soul
enabling us to feel the majesty and glory of
our Lord � as is the case with most of the
chapters in the last quarter of the Quran.

Chapters are predominantly long and
presented in a calm / collective and thought
provoking style.

Ref: Burhan of Zarakshi
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1.5 Compilation of the Quran
How did we receive the Quran in its present format? The compilation of the Quran passed
through three stages as outlined below:

Phase Period Nature of compilation

I The Prophet�s
lifetime

Revealed over a period of 23 years
Preserved through memorisation and written on stone
tablets, bones, paper leaves, etc
The order of the verses and chapters is from Allah
Designated companions to write the revelation otherwise
known as �kuttab al wahy� included the following:

Abu Bakr
Umar Ibn al Khattan
Uthman Ibn Affan
Ali Ibn Abi Talib
Ubay Ibn Ka�ab
Zayd Ibn Thabit
Mu�awiyah Ibn Abi Sufyan
Al Mughira Ibn Shu�ba
Zubayr Ibn al Awwam
Shurahbeel Ibn Hasana
Abdullah Ibn Rawaha

They used to write the revelation on the aforementioned
mediums and then leave it in the Prophet�s house. They
would then make a personal copy from it.

Those who memorised the Quran from amongst the companions
included:

Abdullah Ibn Mas�ud
Salim Ibn Maqal
Mu�adh Ibn Jabal
Ubay Ibn Ka�ab
Zayd Ibn Thabit

The Quran was thus not in a single volume as we engage
with it today.

II Reign of Abu
Bakr

Faced with the Battle of Yamama wherein over 70
huffadh (memorisers) of the Quran were killed.
Umar Ibn al Khattab advises Abu Bakr to compile the Quran
into a book / volume.
Initial reluctance and then agreement.
Zayd Ibn Thabit is tasked with the compilation.
Compiled from the different mediums the Quran was
preserved in.
Methodology of Zayd Ibn Thabit in compilation was
meticulous and precise, adopting the most rigorous
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standards of scrutiny / verification.
Attestation by two witnesses on the exact word
(memorisation) and delivery (written format) was required.
Compiled and kept at the Dar al Khilafa as a reference for
Muslims
This took place in the 12th year of Hijrah.

III Reign of
Uthman Ibn
Affan

This continued through to the period of Umar Ibn al Khattab
until the reign of Uthman Ibn Affan. There was a need to make
copies of the Quran to send it to different regions to avoid any
differences of opinion on exact wording, recitation and
meaning.

The compilation during the reign of Uthman Ibn Affan was
different to the previous compilation in Abu Bakr�s time in
three ways:

i) The reason for Uthman ordering the compilation (that is
copies of the original compilation) was due to the
expansion of Islam into new territories and the
differences which arose amongst Muslims in the
recitation of the Quran. He had to standardise a copy, so
he ordered Hafsa to send the original copy to him from
the Dar al Khilafa. He commissioned a group of
companions to undertake the task of copying the original
script. He then ordered the burning of all other copies
which were in existence at the time.

ii) Uthman depended on a committee of four prominent
people who had memorised the Quran including Zayd
Ibn Thabit, Abdullah Ibn Zubayr, Saeed Ibn al Aas and
Abdur Rahman Ibn Harith. In the first instance of
compilation, it was undertaken by Zayd Ibn Thabit only �
however in this instance it was more a case of making
copies rather than actual compilation.

iii) The objective of the first compilation was to keep a copy
of the Quran as a reference at the Dar al Khilafa, but in
this phase the objective was to make copies to distribute
across different regions.

This took place in the 25th year of hijrah. Seven copies were
made and sent to Kufa, Basra, Shaam, Yemen, Makkah and
Bahrain.

Note: Zayd was approved by the Prophet regarding this, and
was the last person to read the Quran to the Prophet who
ordered his companions to take the Quran from Zayd.

Ref: Fathul Bari of Asqalani & Fahm al Sunan of Muhasibi & Itqan of Suyuti.
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2.1 Quran on Quran
The Quran describes itself in its own words:

There is no doubt in it (2:3)
Guidance for the God conscious ones (2:4)
Guidance for mankind (2:185)
Do you not ponder over it? (4: 83)
Listen to it when it is recited (7:204)
We have made the Quran easy for you (54:17)
It is a cure and a mercy (17:82)
Impossibility of bringing something like it (17:88)
Revealed in Arabic (12:2)
Explanation of all things (6:154)

2.2 Dynamic Engagement with the Quran
Our engagement with the Quran needs to be dynamic and to achieve that inner participation and
is essential. This entails that our approach be built on realisation of the following:

o Sincerity
o In Allah�s presence
o Hearing from Allah
o Allah�s direct address
o Every word is for you
o Conversing with Allah
o Understanding it as a living reality
o Understanding it as a message for you
o Contextualising and personalising the Quran
o Extrapolating and internalising Quranic ethics, norms and maxims
o Living the Quran � the ummatic and human paradigm

2.3 Quranic Paradigm Shift
Our thoughts and actions � personal or collective � should be viewed through the prism of the
Quran. As the first of source of guidance, it is this book which should inform our worldview in all
spheres of human life. It is the Quranic teachings which can truly enhance the human living
experience and in thus in this light, we should afford importance to different aspects of the
Islamic faith in proportion to the importance attached to it by the Quran itself.

Too much our engagement with the Quran is driven by the intention of mere reward for its
recitation or as book of evidence to substantiate an Islamic legal position. The Quran should
actually be our companion in our everyday lives. We draw inspiration from it, heed its teachings,
apply its ethics and improve ourselves and the societies we live in accordance to its guidance and
values. Theo centric societies is what the Quran expects us to strive for.

2.4 Objectives of Journey through the Quran
This book was compiled with the following objectives in mind:

To have a basic overview of each of the 114 chapters of the Quran
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To appreciate the content, theme and message of each Quranic chapter
To familiarise oneself with 1,000 Quranic Arabic words
To explore some of the key concepts of the Quran
To identify self development lessons from the Quran
To identify Quranic supplications in each chapter

The structure and format of each chapter has been designed to achieve the above. The unique
features of this format includes:

Mind maps: For the first time in the English language mind maps for all the chapters of the
Quran have been presented. These mind maps provide the basic themes and sections of each
chapter in one page.

Selected verses: Important verses have been selected from each chapter focussing on Islamic
belief and practice, personal development lessons and the Quranic overview.

Selected vocabulary: Key words from each chapter have presented to be familiar with the
language of the Quran. Many of these words occur frequently throughout the Quran.

Quranic supplications: All the supplications of each chapter have been highlighted in a separate
section. This is to aid learning and memorisation.
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“
As you come to the Quran, you come to a new world. No other venture in

your life can be so momentous and crucial, so blissful and rewarding, as your
journey to and through the Quran.

It is a journey that will take you through the endless joys and riches of the
worlds that your Creator and Lord has sent you and all mankind. Here you will
find a world of untold treasures of knowledge and wisdom to guide you on
the pathways of life, to mould your thought and action. In it you will discover
deep insights to enrich you and steer you along the right course. From it you
will receive the radiant light to illuminate the deeper reaches of your soul.

Here you will encounter profound emotions and flowing warmth to melt your
heart and bring tears running down your cheeks.

It is crucial for you because, as you travel through the Quran, at every step
you will be summoned to choose, and commit to Allah. To read the Quran is
nothing less than to live the Quran willingly, sincerely, devotedly, and totally.
The outcome of your entire life depends on how you heed the call given by

God. The journey is therefore decisive for your existence, for mankind and for
the future of human civilisation.

  ” 
Khurram Murad, Way to the Quran



18

Quranic Chapters: Key Lessons

Surah name Key Lesson
Al Fatihah Summary of the objectives of the Quran
Al Baqarah Responsibility for the earth
Al Imran Remaining steadfast on the manhaj
Al Nisa Justice and mercy especially with the vulnerable
Al Maidah Fulfilment of contracts
Al An�am Monotheism in belief and practice
Al A�raf Your position on the conflict between Truth and falsehood
Al Anfal Rules of victory: material and spiritual
At Tawbah Repentance
Yunus Belief in predestination
Hud Balancing between being steadfast on the Truth
Yusuf Having confidence in Allah�s plans and not despairing
Ar Ra�d Strength of Truth and weakness of falsehood
Ibrahim The blessing of faith and tragedy of disbelief
Al Hijr Allah�s protection of His religion
An Nahl Blessings of Allah
Al Israa Feeling the value of the Quran
Al Kahf Protection from trials and tribulations
Maryam Children inheriting the faith
Ta Ha Islam is the path to happiness
Al Anbiya Role of prophets in reminding humanity
Al Hajj Role of Hajj in building the Muslim nation
Al Mu�minun Characteristics of the believers
An Nur Laws of Allah enlighten societies
Al Furqan Consequence of those who reject the Truth
Ash Shu�ara Communication of the faith
An Naml Importance of civilisation�s advancement
Al Qasas Confidence in Allah�s promises
Al Ankabut Be aware of trials and tribulations
Ar Rum Allah�s signs are manifest and clear
Luqman Raising and educating children
As Sajdah Submitting to Allah

Chapters of Submission to Allah
Al Ahzab Submitting to Allah in times of difficulty
Saba Submitting to Allah results in civilisational continuity
Fatir Submitting to Allah is the path to honour and dignity
Yasin Submitting to Allah in the path of dawah
As Saffat Submitting to Allah in the absence of evident rationales
Sad Submitting to Allah in returning to the Truth
Az Zumar Sincerity for Allah
Ghafir Importance of dawah and delegating matters to Him

Obligations and Warnings for the Nation Responsible for the Earth
Fussilat Accepting the orders of Allah wholeheartedly
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Ash Shura Warning against division and the obligation of consultation
Az Zukhruf Warning against materialism and hedonism
Adh Dhukhan Warning against infatuation with position and power
Al Jathiya Warning against arrogance and pride
Al Ahqaf Examples of those who accept and those who refuse Allah�s Word
Muhammad Obedience to the Prophet is the barometer for acceptance of actions
Al Fath Chapter of openings and divine manifestations
Al Hujurat Etiquette of relationships

Chapters of Choice
Qaf Choice between guidance and misguidance
Az Zariyat Allah gives and takes � it is our choice
At Tur Choice between the path to Paradise and the path to Hell
An Najm Choosing the source of information
Al Qamr Knowing Allah through detesting disbelief
Ar Rahman Knowing Allah through His blessings
Al Waq�iah And you were three pairs
Al Hadid Balancing between materialism and spirituality

Chapters of Loyalty to Islam
Al Mujadalah Uniqueness of the methodology of Islam
Al Hashr Different stances on the path of loyalty to one�s faith
Al Mumtahina Tests of loyalty
As Saff Importance of unity and cohesion
Al Jum�ah Role of Salat al Jumah in building loyalty
Al Munafiqun Pitfalls of hypocrisy
At Taghabun Obstacles of commitment
At Talaq Managing conflict
At Tahrim Role of women in realising the loyalty

29th Chapter Dawah to Allah: marketing the faith
30th Chapter Concluding the divine manhaj
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Quranic Chapters: Types and Themes

Chapter Type No. of
Verses

Moral Themes

1 Makki 7
Tawhid, praise, mercy, the Day of Judgement, dependence,
guidance

2 Madani 286

Tawhid, guidance, hypocrisy, return to Allah, status of
mankind, man�s ignorance, forgiveness, morality, occult
knowledge, patience, fate, charity, gratitude, equality in cases
of murder, supplication

3 Madani 200
Morality, content, lying, patience, return to Allah, Allah is not
in need of anyone, hypocrisy, death, generosity, victory,
interaction with people

4 Madani 176 Wife, adultery, kindness, dispute, fighting, death, morality

5 Madani 120 Conflict between good and evil, cooperation, be just and fair
witness, take care of yourself

6 Makki 165
Power and unity of Allah, worldly life, vice, perseverance,
family, good deeds, planet Earth

7 Makki 206
Arrogance, struggle between good and evil, triumph of truth,
man�s vanity, learning a lesson from past nations

8 Madani 75 Reliance on Allah, quality, patience, unity, Allah�s blessings,
treachery

9 Madani 129 Hypocrisy, treaties, marching off in Allah�s cause

10 Makki 109
Opportunism, tyrannical oppression, winners and losers,
guessing

11 Makki 123 Allah�s wrath, fraud and mischief, repentance, Allah is the
Protector, Allah�s chastisement

12 Makki 111
Trial and misfortune, dealing with people, the virtue of
patience, sexual temptation, principles, elevation of status,
complaint, plotting

13 Madani 43 Change, good and evil, tranquillity, worldly life
14 Makki 52 The good and bad word, parents, patience, appeal to Allah
15 Makki 99 Power, the truth, despair, forgiveness
16 Makki 128 Pride, female, children, pledge, justice, relatives, sex, gratitude

17 Makki 111
Act kindly, speak kindly, guidance, haste, luxury, man�s status,
falsehood, gratitude, code of moral practice

18 Makki 110 Good deeds, arrogance, self complacency, wealth and power,
association, free choice, knowledge

19 Makki 98 Limitations, invocation, glorification, crucifixion, call to Allah
20 Makki 135 The message, perseverance, Shaytan, preference

21 Makki 112
Haste, test, wrongdoing, purity of soul, homosexuality, one
family, the victor

22 Madani 78
Dispute about Allah, worship for self interest, the unfaithful,
victory, weakness, return, do good

23 Makki 118 Tolerance, purpose, piety, Allah�s mercy, vanity, appreciation

24 Madani 64
Illegal sexual intercourse, slander, marriage, wife, modesty,
chastity, domestic manners

25 Makki 77 Passion, pride, prayer, spending, Shaytan, Allah�s wrath, good
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attributes
26 Makki 227 Admonition, kindness, trust, justice, homosexuality

27 Makki 93
Power and wealth, gratitude, trust in God, reward of good
deeds, anxiety over the disbelievers

28 Makki 88
Persecution and oppression, wealth and power, supporting
corruption, mother�s love, help, idle talk, lust, exultation,
gratitude, return, Hereafter

29 Makki 69
Trial, dedication, trust, power and wealth, false evidence,
investment, gratitude, destruction, debate, death, provision

30 Makki 60
Super powers, victory, a lesson, gratitude, despair, usury,
provision, belief and disbelief

31 Makki 34 Delusion, hardship, submission, dispute about Allah,
32 Makki 30 Fear of Allah, patience, Allah�s signs

33 Madani 73
Fear of Allah, trust in Allah, gratitude, patience, hypocrisy, the
Prophet, modesty, slander

34 Makki 54 Gratitude, power and grandeur, wisdom and power,
intercession, truth and falsehood, provision

35 Makki 45
Allah�s bounties, need, arrogance, Allah�s mercy, loss,
inheritor

36 Makki 83 Arrogance, righteousness, Shaytan, help, return
37 Makki 182 Rejection, support, plotting, patience, obedience to parents
38 Makki 88 Perseverance, justice, purpose, self glory, meditation

39 Makki 75
Devotion, nature, ingratitude, losers, disbelief, return,
intercession, provision, despair, preparation

40 Makki 85 Allah�s justice, appeal, worldly life, moral lessons

41 Makki 54
Golden rule, counselling, witnesses, refuge, God�s justice and
mercy, rivals, weakness

42 Makki 53
Blasphemy, consultation, revenge, relatives, misfortune,
worldly life, justice, patience and forgiveness

43 Makki 89 Worldly life, association, retribution, remembrance of Allah
44 Makki 59 Creation, idle play, the oppressed
45 Makki 37 Divine justice, achievement, creation, alliance
46 Makki 35 Destruction, Allah�s glory, parents, patience
47 Madani 38 Worldly life, support, protection
48 Madani 29 Worldly gains, the Prophet, hypocrisy
49 Madani 18 A set of ethics and good manners
50 Makki 45 Justice, patience, heedlessness
51 Makki 60 Retribution, Allah�s signs, loss, need, creation
52 Makki 49 Patience, reward, appeal
53 Makki 62 Adoration, responsibility, time wasting, return
54 Makki 44 Admonition, the Quran, creation, record
55 Madani 78 Death, gratitude, justice
56 Makki 96 Gratitude, praise
57 Madani 29 Spending, worldly life, Allah�s mercy, fairness

58 Madani 22
Women�s rights, secret counsels, alliance, assemblies,
humiliation, oath, winners or losers

59 Madani 24 Victory, hypocrisy, righteousness, preference, treachery
60 Madani 13 Friendship, social relations, justice, support
61 Madani 14 Unity, lies, dedication, action not words
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62 Madani 11 Worldly interests, death, message
63 Madani 11 Hypocrisy, charity, dedication
64 Madani 18 Trust, deflection, credit, return
65 Madani 12 Marriage, piety, mutual respect
66 Madani 12 Confidentiality, repentance, preparation, understanding
67 Makki 30 Best deeds, lesson, faith
68 Makki 52 Manners, patience, remembrance, message
69 Makki 52 Injustice, ingratitude, arrogance, wealth, the Quran
70 Makki 44 Tolerance, vain talk, chastity, promise
71 Makki 28 Parents, trust
72 Makki 28 Belief, submission, refuge, moral values
73 Makki 20 Devotion, the Quran
74 Makki 56 Proclamation, bounty, intercession
75 Makki 40 Freedom, death, worldly life
76 Madani 31 Help, reward, worldly life, devotion
77 Makki 50 Belief, good deeds
78 Makki 40 Reward, sorting out, piety
79 Makki 46 Vanity, arrogance
80 Makki 42 The Quran, class
81 Makki 29 Willingness, cosmic commotion
82 Makki 19 Reward, responsibility
83 Makki 36 Cheating
84 Makki 25 Summon
85 Makki 22 Persecution, forgiveness
86 Makki 17 Compromise, plotting
87 Makki 19 Admonition, worldly life
88 Makki 26 Admonition, return
89 Makki 30 Corruption, test, orphans, wealth
90 Makki 20 Trial, struggle, help, liberty
91 Makki 15 Balance, success
92 Makki 21 Wealth, pleasure
93 Makki 11 The Hereafter, moral values
94 Makki 8 Hardship
95 Makki 8 Creation, reward
96 Makki 19 Vanities, admonition, transgression
97 Makki 5 Worshipping
98 Madani 8 True religion
99 Madani 8 Deeds
100 Makki 11 Wealth
101 Makki 11 Deeds
102 Makki 8 Wealth
103 Makki 3 Life
104 Makki 9 Vices, wealth
105 Makki 5 Plan
106 Makki 4 Food and security
107 Makki 7 Help
108 Makki 3 Gratitude
109 Makki 6 Compromise
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110 Madani 3 Victory
111 Makki 5 Wealth
112 Makki 4 Allah�s unity
113 Makki 5 Refuge, trust, envy
114 Makki 6 Refuge, trust, whisperings

Ref: The Quran Outlined: Themes and Text by Dr Hussein Abdul Raof
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0
1. Al Fatihah: The Opener

PERIOD OF REVELATION

It is one of the earliest revelations to the Prophet (saw) in Makkah and was the first complete
surah to be revealed. It consists of seven verses. The title signifies the importance of the surah �
as �The Opener� (also translated as �The Opening�).

VIRTUES

      -    -  :    -      - : »   
        «       :     :

       :»          « .
) 4474(

Abu Sa`id Rafi` bin Al Mu`alla (ra) said: "The Messenger of Allah (saw) said to me: 'Shall I not
teach you the greatest Surah in the Quran before you leave the mosque?' He held my hand and
when he was about to leave the mosque, I said, `O Messenger of Allah! You said: I will teach you
the greatest surah in the Quran'. He said, 'Yes Al Hamdu lillahi Rabbil `Alamin, It is the seven
repeated (verses) and the Glorious Quran that I was given.'" [Bukhari 4474]

         " :         ". ) 
2953( 

On the authority of Abu Hurayra, the Prophet (saw) said: �Whoever does not recite the mother of
the Quran 'surah al Fatihah' in the prayer, then the prayer is invalid.� [Tirmidhi 2953]

KEY THEMES ANDMESSAGES

This surah is known as al Sab�a al Mathani (seven oft repeated verses).
It is also called Umm al Kitab (Mother of the Book) as it is the foundation and essence of
the Quran.
It is a mandatory part of each Islamic prayer (salah), recited at least 17 times daily in the
five obligatory prayers.
The prayer is taught by Allah Himself to mankind, as a favour, to let them know the
format of a prayer which is acceptable to Him.
Allah also responds to each segment of the prayer. [Muslim]
Importance of supplication and its etiquettes.

The surah covers the central themes of the Quran namely a) belief b) worship and c) living guide.

The relationship between Al Fatihah and the rest of the Quran is not only that of an introduction
to a book, but also that of a prayer and its answer; Al Fatihah is the prayer from the reader and
the rest of the Quran is the answer from Allah.
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SELECTED VERSES

1:1 Allah�s beautiful names

"In the name of Allah, the Entirely Merciful, the Especially Merciful."

1:2 Praise is only for Him

"All praise is due to Allah, Lord of the worlds."

1:4 First mention of the Hereafter

"Sovereign of the Day of Recompense."

1:5 Sincerity

"It is You we worship and You we ask for help."

1:6 Steadfastness

"Guide us to the straight path."

1:7 Seeking good companionship
This is the way of �the prophets (nabiyyeen), truthful ones (siddiqeen), martyrs (shuhada)
and the righteous (saliheen)� [4:69]

"The Path of those whom You have favoured, not those who have earned Your anger nor of those
who went astray.�

SUPPLICATIONS

1:7 8 "Guide us to the straight path The path of those upon whom You have bestowed favor,
not of those who have evoked [Your] anger or of those who are astray."

SELECTED VOCABULARY

Lord [v.2] Owner [v.4]

Path [v.6]

Straight [v.6]
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2
2. Al Baqarah: The Cow

PERIOD OF REVELATION

This is a Madani surah which follows surah Al Fatihah, which ended with the prayer: �Guide us to
the Right Way". This surah begins with the answer to that prayer, �This is the guidance that you
have asked for." The greater part of Al Baqarah was revealed during the first two years of the
Prophet�s life at Madinah. It consists of 286 verses and the name of the surah is taken from the
story narrated in verses 67�73.

VIRTUE

              :"         
   ")  2953(  

Abu Hurayra reported that the Messenger of Allah (saw) said, �Do not turn your houses into
graves. Shaytan does not enter the house where Surah Al Baqarah is recited." [Tirmidhi 2953]

KEY THEMES ANDMESSAGES

Claim of the Quran: "This is the Book which contains no doubt."
Creation of Adam, man's nature, and his destiny.
The Children of Israel and the People of the Book (Jews and Christians).
Israelites' sin of worshipping the statue of a calf.
Punishment of Israelites� violation of Sabbath.
Nature of Jewish belief.
Allah orders not to prevent the people from coming to the mosque.
Ibrahim and his sons were neither Jews nor Christians but were Muslims.
Ibrahim, Isma`il, and their building of the Kabah.
Change of Qiblah (direction in prayers) towards Kabah in Makkah.
Allah orders not to profess any faith blindly.
The moon is created to determine the time periods i.e. months and years.
Hypocrisy vs. True faith.
Ayat ul Kursi (verse of the Throne of Allah).
Allah orders the believers to enter into Islam completely.
It is unlawful to marry a polytheist.
Victory is not by numbers but by Allah's help.
Confrontation of Ibrahim and Namrud (the king of his time).
What makes charity worthless.
Taking usury is like declaring war against Allah and His messenger.
All business dealings relating to deferred payments should be in writing.
Retaliation against oppression.
Non compulsion in religion.
Divine Laws are promulgated about the following:
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Food Retribution Wills
Fasting Bribery Jihad
Self defense Evidence Pilgrimage
Charity Drinking Bloodwit
Gambling Marriage Orphans
Menstruation Oaths Divorce
Alimony Nursing Widows
Usury Buying on Credit Debts
Loans Pledge/Mortgage

The supplication of the believers to Allah.

SELECTED VERSES

2:2 �A Guide for the God fearing people�:
i. Belief in the Unseen
ii. Establishment of prayer
iii. Spending in the cause of Allah/ Spending for the sake of Allah
iv. Belief in the Quran
v. Belief in the previous scriptures and messengers
vi. Absolute certainty in the Hereafter

"This is the Book about which there is no doubt, a guidance for those conscious of Allah."

2:3 Ghayb � belief in the Unseen
�Establish prayer� (Iqamat as Salah)
�Spend out of which We have given them�

"Who believe in the unseen, establish prayer, and spend out of what We have provided for
them."

2:4 Belief in previous Scriptures

"And who believe in what has been revealed to you, [O Muhammad], and what was revealed
before you, and of the Hereafter they are certain [in faith]."

2:21 Commandent to worship

"O mankind, worship your Lord, who created you and those before you, that you may become
righteous."

2:26 Guidance and misguidance through the Quran
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….  …

"�He misleads many thereby and guides many thereby�"

2:37 Repentance of Prophet Adam (as)

"Then Adam received from his Lord [some] words, and He accepted his repentance. Indeed, it is
He who is the Accepting of repentance, the Merciful."

2:104 Importance of a distinct discourse

"O you who have believed, say not [to Allah 's Messenger], "Ra'ina" but say, "Unzurna" and listen.
And for the disbelievers is a painful punishment."

2:138 Moulded by Allah

"[And say, "Ours is] the religion of Allah. And who is better than Allah in [ordaining] religion? And
we are worshippers of Him."

2:141 Being proactive and a rule regarding historic precedence

"That is a nation which has passed on. It will have [the consequence of] what it earned, and you
will have what you have earned. And you will not be asked about what they used to do."

2:143 Justly balanced nation as witnesses unto mankind

 …

"And thus we have made you a just community that you will be witnesses over the people and
the Messenger will be a witness over you�"

2:151 For functions of prophethood

"Just as We have sent among you a messenger from yourselves reciting to you Our verses and
purifying you and teaching you the Book and wisdom and teaching you that which you did not
know."

2:152 Consequence of remembrance

"So remember Me; I will mention you. And be grateful to Me and do not deny Me."
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2:155 Test by fear, hunger and depletion of wealth

"And We will surely test you with something of fear and hunger and a loss of wealth and lives and
fruits, but give good tidings to the patient."

2:168 Concept of halal and tayyib � law and ethics

"O mankind, eat from whatever is on earth [that is] lawful and good and do not follow the
footsteps of Satan. Indeed, he is to you a clear enemy."

2:177 Concept of morality, integrity and human kindness

"Righteousness is not that you turn your faces toward the east or the west, but [true]
righteousness is [in] one who believes in Allah , the Last Day, the angels, the Book, and the
prophets and gives wealth, in spite of love for it, to relatives, orphans, the needy, the traveler,
those who ask [for help], and for freeing slaves; [and who] establishes prayer and gives zakah;
[those who] fulfill their promise when they promise; and [those who] are patient in poverty and
hardship and during battle. Those are the ones who have been true, and it is those who are the
righteous."

2:183 Obligation of fasting

"O you who have believed, decreed upon you is fasting as it was decreed upon those before you
that you may become righteous."

2:186 Making supplication to Allah � du�a

"And when My servants ask you concerning Me indeed I am near. I respond to the invocation of
the supplicant when he calls upon Me. So let them respond to Me and believe in Me that they
may be guided."

2:201 Balance in du�a



32

"But among them is he who says, "Our Lord, give us in this world [that which is] good and in the
Hereafter [that which is] good and protect us from the punishment of the Fire."

2:204 Oratory deception

"And of the people is he whose speech pleases you in worldly life, and he calls Allah to witness as
to what is in his heart, yet he is the fiercest of opponents."

2:212 Apparent good/evil and reality

 …

"Beautified for those who disbelieve is the life of this world�"

2:229 Divorce is only twice

 …

"Divorce is twice. Then, either keep [her] in an acceptable manner or release [her] with good
treatment�"

2:238 Virtue of the middle prayer

"Maintain with care the [obligatory] prayers and [in particular] the middle prayer and stand
before Allah , devoutly obedient."

2:255 Ayat ul Kursi (verse of the Throne): �Greatest Verse in the Quran�

"Allah there is no deity except Him, the Ever Living, the Sustainer of [all] existence. Neither
drowsiness overtakes Him nor sleep. To Him belongs whatever is in the heavens and whatever is
on the earth. Who is it that can intercede with Him except by His permission? He knows what is
[presently] before them and what will be after them, and they encompass not a thing of His
knowledge except for what He wills. His Kursi extends over the heavens and the earth, and their
preservation tires Him not. And He is the Most High, the Most Great."

2:256 �There is no compulsion in religion�
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"There shall be no compulsion in [acceptance of] the religion. The right course has become clear
from the wrong. So whoever disbelieves in Taghut and believes in Allah has grasped the most
trustworthy handhold with no break in it. And Allah is Hearing and Knowing."

2:265 Metaphor of giving

"And the example of those who spend their wealth seeking means to the approval of Allah and
assuring [reward for] themselves is like a garden on high ground which is hit by a downpour so it
yields its fruits in double. And [even] if it is not hit by a downpour, then a drizzle [is sufficient].
And Allah , of what you do, is Seeing."

2:269 Importance of wisdom

"He gives wisdom to whom He wills, and whoever has been given wisdom has certainly been
given much good. And none will remember except those of understanding."

2:275 Warning against taking riba (usury)

"Those who consume interest cannot stand [on the Day of Resurrection] except as one stands
who is being beaten by Satan into insanity. That is because they say, "Trade is [just] like interest."
But Allah has permitted trade and has forbidden interest. So whoever has received an
admonition from his Lord and desists may have what is past, and his affair rests with Allah . But
whoever returns to [dealing in interest or usury] those are the companions of the Fire; they will
abide eternally therein."

2:285 6 Last two verses of surah al Baqarah
�Whoever reads the last two verses of surah Al Baqarah, that will be sufficient for them.�
[Bukhari 5/345]
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"The Messenger has believed in what was revealed to him from his Lord, and [so have] the
believers. All of them have believed in Allah and His angels and His books and His messengers,
[saying], "We make no distinction between any of His messengers." And they say, "We hear and
we obey. [We seek] Your forgiveness, our Lord, and to You is the [final] destination." Allah does
not charge a soul except [with that within] its capacity. It will have [the consequence of] what
[good] it has gained, and it will bear [the consequence of] what [evil] it has earned. "Our Lord, do
not impose blame upon us if we have forgotten or erred. Our Lord, and lay not upon us a burden
like that which You laid upon those before us. Our Lord, and burden us not with that which we
have no ability to bear. And pardon us; and forgive us; and have mercy upon us. You are our
protector, so give us victory over the disbelieving people."

SUPPLICATIONS

  

2:127 "Our Lord, accept [this] from us. Indeed You are the Hearing, the Knowing."
  

  

2:128 "And accept our repentance. Indeed, You are the Accepting of repentance, the Merciful."

2:201 "Our Lord, give us in this world [that which is] good and in the Hereafter [that which is]
good and protect us from the punishment of the Fire."

2:250 "Our Lord, pour upon us patience and plant firmly our feet and give us victory over the
disbelieving people."

  

 

2:286 "Our Lord, do not impose blame upon us if we have forgotten or erred. Our Lord, and lay
not upon us a burden like that which You laid upon those before us. Our Lord, and burden us not
with that which we have no ability to bear. And pardon us; and forgive us; and have mercy upon
us. You are our protector, so give us victory over the disbelieving people."

SELECTED VOCABULARY

The Book [v.2]   

Guidance [v.2]

The successful

ones [v.5]

Their hearts [v.7]

  On [v.7]   

Disease [v.10]

The earth [v.10]

    Peacemakers

[v.11]

The mischievous

one [v.11]                

Themisguidance [v.16]

Darkness [v.17]

The sky [v.19]  

The death [v.19]

He created you [v.21]

  How [v.28]   

The blood [v.30]

  Fear [v.38]
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  Few [v.41]

You are grateful

[v.56]   
  Food [v.61]

  Cow [v.67]

A Group [v.75]

Disgrace [v. 85]

  East [v.115]

West [v.115]

The Christians [v.120]

Just (the best) middle

[v.143]       
Wisdom [v.151]

Wholly [v.165]

Near [v.186]

Discord [v.191]

Killing [v.191]

Destruction [v.195]

Mischief [v.205]

Good [v.216]

A thing [v.216]
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4
3. Al �Imran: The Family of Imran

PERIOD OF REVELATION

This surah, revealed at Madinah, consists of three discourses. The first discourse (v. 1�32 and v.
64�120) appears to have been revealed soon after the Battle of Badr. The second discourse (v.
33�63) was revealed in 9 A.H. when the deputation from the Christians of Najran visited the
Prophet. The third discourse (v. 121�200) was revealed after the Battle of Uhud. The surah
contains 200 verses and it derives its title from verse 33.

VIRTUE

           ..." : :       
             ".

Abu Hurayrah reported that the Messenger of Allah (saw) said �� Read the two radiant ones Al
Baqarah and Al �Imran for they will come on the Day of Resurrection like two clouds, or two
shades, or two flocks of birds, pleading for their companions.� [Tabarani 8823]

KEY THEMES ANDMESSAGES

Allah's testimony about Himself.
Decisive vs. Allegorical verses of the Quran.
The only religion acceptable to Allah is Islam.
Live Islam and die as a Muslim in order to get salvation.
Followers of Isa (Jesus) were Muslims.
Birth of Maryam (Mary), Yahya (John) and Isa (Jesus).
Life and death is from Allah.
There is no escape from death.
Those who are killed in the path of Allah are not dead, but are alive.
Muhammad (saw) is no more than a prophet of Allah.
Prohibition to take the unbelievers as protectors.
Critical review and lessons taught during the Battle of Uhud.
The first House of Allah ever built on earth is that of Kabah at Makkah.

SELECTED VERSES

3:14 Temptations of the dunya

"Beautified for people is the love of that which they desire of women and sons, heaped up sums
of gold and silver, fine branded horses, and cattle and tilled land. That is the enjoyment of
worldly life, but Allah has with Him the best return."
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3:26 Source of all power and sovereignty

"Say, "O Allah , Owner of Sovereignty, You give sovereignty to whom You will and You take
sovereignty away from whom You will. You honor whom You will and You humble whom You will.
In Your hand is [all] good. Indeed, You are over all things competent."

3:97 Obligation of Hajj

"In it are clear signs [such as] the standing place of Abraham. And whoever enters it shall be safe.
And [due] to Allah from the people is a pilgrimage to the House for whoever is able to find
thereto a way. But whoever disbelieves then indeed, Allah is free from need of the worlds."

3:103 Unity

 …

"And hold firmly to the rope of Allah all together and do not become divided. And remember the
favor of Allah upon you when you were enemies and He brought your hearts together and you
became, by His favor, brothers�"

3:104 Enjoin good and forbid evil

"And let there be [arising] from you a nation inviting to [all that is] good, enjoining what is right
and forbidding what is wrong, and those will be the successful."

3:134 Qualities of the God fearing

Those who spend in Allah�s cause in both prosperity and adversity
Those who suppress anger
Those who forgive people
Those who, after committing any sins, immediately remember Allah and ask for
forgiveness

3:140 Civilisational rotation

... …

"�And these day We alternate among the people�"
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3:152 This World vs. Hereafter

... …

"�Among you are some who desire this world, and among you are some who desire the
Hereafter�"

3:159 Character and control in the path of dawah

"So by mercy from Allah, you were lenient with them. And if you had been rude [in speech] and
harsh in heart, they would have disbanded from about you. So pardon them and ask forgiveness
for them and consult them in the matter. And when you have decided, then rely upon Allah.
Indeed, Allah loves those who rely [upon Him]."

3:164 Mission of the Prophet (saw)

"Certainly did Allah confer [great] favor upon the believers when He sent among them a
Messenger from themselves, reciting to them His verses and purifying them and teaching them
the Book and wisdom, although they had been before in manifest error."

3:173 �Allah is sufficient for us�

"Those to whom hypocrites said, "Indeed, the people have gathered against you, so fear them."
But it [merely] increased them in faith, and they said, "Sufficient for us is Allah , and [He is] the
best Disposer of affairs."

3:180 Zakah

"And let not those who [greedily] withhold what Allah has given them of His bounty ever think
that it is better for them. Rather, it is worse for them. Their necks will be encircled by what they
withheld on the Day of Resurrection. And to Allah belongs the heritage of the heavens and the
earth. And Allah, with what you do, is [fully] acquainted."

3:200 Be patient if you want to be successful

"O you who have believed, persevere and endure and remain stationed and fear Allah that you
may be successful."
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SUPPLICATIONS

3:8 "Our Lord, let not our hearts deviate after You have guided us and grant us from Yourself
mercy. Indeed, You are the Bestower."

  

3:16 "Our Lord, indeed we have believed, so forgive us our sins and protect us from the
punishment of the Fire."

  

3:26 "O Allah , Owner of Sovereignty, You give sovereignty to whom You will and You take
sovereignty away from whom You will. You honor whom You will and You humble whom You will.
In Your hand is [all] good. Indeed, You are over all things competent."

  

3:38 "My Lord, grant me from Yourself a good offspring. Indeed, You are the Hearer of
supplication."

  

3:53 "Our Lord, we have believed in what You revealed and have followed the messenger, so
register us among the witnesses [to truth]."

  

3:147 "Our Lord, forgive us our sins and the excess [committed] in our affairs and plant firmly
our feet and give us victory over the disbelieving people."

  

 

  

3:191 192 "Our Lord, You did not create this aimlessly; exalted are You [above such a thing];
then protect us from the punishment of the Fire. Our Lord, you humiliate whoever you enter into
hell, and the oppressors do not have any helpers."

SELECTED VOCABULARY

The All Wise [v.6]

Promise [v.9]

  Love [v.14]   

  Swift [v.19]

Reckoning [v.19]

  Male [v.36]
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Female [v.36]

   Man [v.47]  

  Dust [v.47]   

Followed [v.73]

Blessed [v.97]

Faces [v.106]

  End [v.138]

  These [140]

Days [v.140]

Reward [v.145]

He intends [v.152]

Good Pleasure [v.162]

Great [v.176]

Illusory (deception)

[v.185]
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6 
4. An Nisa: The Women

PERIOD OF REVELATION

Revealed in Madinah and containing 176 verses, this surah is comprised of several discourses that
were revealed on different occasions. Instructions about the division of inheritance and
safeguarding of rights of the orphans were revealed after the Battle of Uhud in which 70 Muslims
were martyred (v. 1�28). By the end of 3 AH, a last warning to the Jews (v. 47) was given before
the Jewish tribe of Banu Nadir was expelled from Madinah in 4 AH.

VIRTUE

    :        :    : :       
  :          ":         

  ] " :   :41 [          
  .) 247(  

Abdullah is reported to have said: The Messenger of Allah (saw) said, "Recite the Quran for me." I
said: O Messenger of Allah, how can I recite it for you while it was sent down on you?" He said, "I
desire to hear it from someone else." So I recited surah al Nisa' until I reached the verse "How
then shall it be [on Judgment Day] when We bring forth from each community [its prophet as] a
witness and We bring you forth, over [all] these as a witness?" [4:41] I raised my head or a man
beside me poked me and I found him shedding tears. [Muslim 247]

KEY THEMES ANDMESSAGES

Restriction on the number of wives.
Marriage and the rights of women.
Laws of inheritance: women are awarded the right to inherit.
Acceptable and unacceptable repentance.
Mahram relations � relatives that are prohibited for marriage.
Commandment about 'arbitration' in family disputes.
Second commandment relating to the prohibition of drinking, (first commandment was in
Surah Al Baqarah 2:219).
The one who disputes the decision of the Prophet is not a believer.
Divine Law that obedience of the Prophet is in fact the obedience of Allah.
Allah commands to respond greetings with better greetings.
Laws about manslaughter, murder and bloodwit.
Salat al Qasr: permission of shorting prayer whilst travelling.
Salat al Khauf: performing prayer in a state of emergency (war).
Salah (prayers) are obligatory on prescribed timings.
Prohibition of 'secret counsels' and its exceptions.
Decree of Allah that He will never forgive a polytheist.
Commandment to be firm in the path of justice and bear true witness.
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Hypocrites will be in the lowest depth of Hellfire.
Jesus was neither killed nor crucified.
Jesus was a Prophet of Allah and His worshipper.
The Quran carries the same Message that was sent to Nuh, Ibrahim, Musa and Isa.
Commandments relating to family and community life.

SELECTED VERSES

4:25 On patience

…  …

"�but to be patient is better for you�"

4:47 People of the Book are invited to believe

"O you who were given the Scripture, believe in what We have sent down [to Muhammad],
confirming that which is with you, before We obliterate faces and turn them toward their backs
or curse them as We cursed the sabbath breakers. And ever is the decree of Allah accomplished."

4:48 Shirk (associating others with Allah): an unforgiveable sin

"Indeed, Allah does not forgive association with Him, but He forgives what is less than that for
whom He wills. And he who associates others with Allah has certainly fabricated a tremendous
sin."

4:75 Permission to fight against those who persecute others

"And what is [the matter] with you that you fight not in the cause of Allah and [for] the oppressed
among men, women, and children who say, "Our Lord, take us out of this city of oppressive
people and appoint for us from Yourself a protector and appoint for us from Yourself a helper?"

4:80 Obeying the Messenger

"He who obeys the Messenger obeys Allah, whoever turns away We have not sent you as a
warder over them."

4:86 Replying to greetings



45

"And when you are greeted with a greeting, greet [in return] with one better than it or [at least]
return it [in a like manner]. Indeed, Allah takes account of all things."

4:90 If rivals offer peace, they should not be harmed

"Except for those who take refuge with a people between yourselves and whom is a treaty or
those who come to you, their hearts strained at [the prospect of] fighting you or fighting their
own people. And if Allah had willed, He could have given them power over you, and they would
have fought you. So if they remove themselves from you and do not fight you and offer you
peace, then Allah has not made for you a cause [for fighting] against them."

4:170 Christians and Jesus

"O Mankind, the Messenger has come to you with the truth from your Lord, so believe; it is
better for you. But if you disbelieve then indeed, to Allah belongs whatever is in the heavens
and earth. And ever is Allah Knowing and Wise."

SUPPLICATION

  

4:75 "Our Lord, take us out of this city of oppressive people and appoint for us from Yourself a
protector and appoint for us from Yourself a helper."

SELECTED VOCABULARY

  Men [v.1]   

Women [v.1]

  Great [v.2]

Equal to [v.11]

Half [v.11]

    Weak [v.28]  

With miserliness [v.37]

These people [v.41]  

Calamity [v.62]

  Bounty [v.73]  

Friends [v.76]

   Many [v.82]

Hypocrites [v.88]   

Intentionally [v.93]  

Become angry [v.93]

Weak (helpless)

[v.127]

Share [v.141]

Far away [v.168]
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8
5. Al Ma�idah: The Table

PERIOD OF REVELATION

This surah was revealed in Madinah and contains 120 verses. It appears to have been revealed
after the treaty of Hudaibiyah at the end of 6 AH or the beginning of 7 AH. It deals with problems
that arose from this treaty. The continuity of the subject indicates that most probably the whole
surah was revealed as a single discourse at one and the same time. It takes its title from the
request made by the disciples of Prophet Isa that he should pray to his Lord to send down a table
spread with food from Heaven (5:112).

VIRTUE

                     
     . ) 27575(

Asma bint Yazid said: "As I was holding the rein of Al `Adba' the camel of the Messenger of Allah
(saw) all of surah Al Maidah was revealed to him. Due to its heaviness, the surah was about to
grind the camel's upper arm." [Ahmad 27575]

KEY THEMES ANDMESSAGES

Lawful (halal) and unlawful (haram) in matters of food outlined.
Permission to eat the food of the People of the Book (Jews and Christians).
Permission to marry women of the People of the Book.
Regulations about bath, wudhu and tayammum (dry ablution).
Salah and zakah were also obligatory for Jews and Christians.
Invitation to Jews and Christians to become Muslims.
Warning to guard against corruption of power.
Punishment for rebellion, disturbing the peace and theft.
Absolute prohibition of drinking and gambling.
Additional rules for the laws of evidence.
Miracles of Jesus and the fact that he did not claim divinity.
Testimony of Jesus which he shall give on the Day of Judgement.

SELECTED VERSES

5:2 Co operation in good acts

"And cooperate in righteousness and piety, but do not cooperate in sin and aggression. And fear
Allah; indeed, Allah is severe in penalty."

5:3 Islam is complete and perfect
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… ...

"�This day I have perfected for you your religion and completed My favor upon you and have
approved for you Islam as your religion�"

5:5 Marrying women of the People of the Book

 …

"This day [all] good foods have been made lawful, and the food of those who were given the
Scripture is lawful for you and your food is lawful for them. And [lawful in marriage are] chaste
women from among the believers and chaste women from among those who were given the
Scripture before you�"

5:6 Obligatory rituals of ablution and the path of ease

.....

"O you who have believed, when you rise to [perform] prayer, wash your faces and your forearms
to the elbows and wipe over your heads and wash your feet to the ankles�.. Allah does not
intend to make difficulty for you, but He intends to purify you and complete His favor upon you
that you may be grateful."

5:8 Establishing justice without bias or discrimination

"O you who have believed, be persistently standing firm for Allah , witnesses in justice, and do
not let the hatred of a people prevent you from being just. Be just; that is nearer to
righteousness. And fear Allah ; indeed, Allah is Acquainted with what you do."

5:15 16 Characteristic of the Quran

"O People of the Scripture, there has come to you Our Messenger making clear to you much of
what you used to conceal of the Scripture and overlooking much. There has come to you from
Allah a light and a clear Book, By which Allah guides those who pursue His pleasure to the ways of
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peace and brings them out from darknesses into the light, by His permission, and guides them to
a straight path."

5:32 Sanctity of human life

… 

...

"�whoever kills a soul unless for a soul or for corruption [done] in the land it is as if he had slain
mankind entirely�"

5:44 Who should be feared?

…  …

"�So do not fear the people but fear Me�"

5:74 Repentance

"So will they not repent to Allah and seek His forgiveness? And Allah is Forgiving and Merciful."

5:90 Prohibition of alcohol

"O you who have believed, indeed, intoxicants, gambling, [sacrificing on] stone alters [to other
than Allah ], and divining arrows are but defilement from the work of Satan, so avoid it that you
may be successful."

5:110 Miracles of Jesus

"[The Day] when Allah will say, "O Jesus, Son of Mary, remember My favor upon you and upon
your mother when I supported you with the Pure Spirit and you spoke to the people in the cradle
and in maturity; and [remember] when I taught you writing and wisdom and the Torah and the
Gospel; and when you designed from clay [what was] like the form of a bird with My permission,
then you breathed into it, and it became a bird with My permission; and you healed the blind and
the leper with My permission; and when you brought forth the dead with My permission; and
when I restrained the Children of Israel from [killing] you when you came to them with clear
proofs and those who disbelieved among them said, "This is not but obvious magic."
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SELECTED VOCABULARY

Month [v.2]

Righteous [v.2]

  Flesh [v.3]

Hardship [v.6]

His covenant [v.7]

Loan [v.12]

(He) accepts [v.27]

  Thief [v.38]

With justice [v.42]

    Light [v.44]  

   Ignorance [v.50]

   Party [v.56]

   Helpers [v.72]  

  Bad [v.100]

Good [v.100]

Cradle [v.110]
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A
6. Al An�am: The Cattle

PERIOD OF REVELATION

The complete surah was revealed at one time during the last year of the Prophet�s stay at
Makkah. It contains 165 verses and its title is derived from references in verses 136�138 to pre
Islamic practices concerning animals.

VIRTUE

      :            " :    
   .")  3226(  

Jabir (ra) said: "When the surah of al An`am was sent down, the Messenger of Allah pronounced
tasbeeh (saying subhana Allah i.e 'Glorified be Allah'); then he said, "Angels that blocked the
horizon accompanied this surah 'i.e. to bid farwell to it upon its descent'." [Hakim 3226]

KEY THEMES ANDMESSAGES

Refutation of shirk (polytheism)and guidance towards tawhid (Oneness of God).
Reality of the life after death and the Day of Judgement.
Clarification of self imposed prohibitions that were falsely attributed to Allah.
Answers to objections raised against the person and the mission of the Prophet.
Comfort and encouragement is provided to the Prophet and his followers who were at
that time in a state of anxiety and despondency.
Admonition, warnings and threats are given to the disbelievers to give up their apathy
and haughtiness.
Prohibition of dividing the religion into sects.
Allah requires the believers to declare: �My pray, my devotion, my life and my death are
all for Allah."

SELECTED VERSES

6:12 Mercy

 …

"Say, "To whom belongs whatever is in the heavens and earth?" Say, "To Allah." He has decreed
upon Himself mercy�"

6:32 Dunya and akhirah

"And the worldly life is not but amusement and diversion; but the home of the Hereafter is best
for those who fear Allah, so will you not reason?"

6:38 Animal kingdom is also divided into nations
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 …

"And there is no creature on [or within] the earth or bird that flies with its wings except [that
they are] communities like you�"

6:63 Need for Allah

"Say, "Who rescues you from the darknesses of the land and sea [when] you call upon Him
imploring [aloud] and privately, 'If He should save us from this [crisis], we will surely be among
the thankful."

6:97 Why stars were created

"And it is He who placed for you the stars that you may be guided by them through the
darknesses of the land and sea. We have detailed the signs for a people who know."

6:121 Eating non slaughtered meat

 …

"And do not eat of that upon which the name of Allah has not been mentioned�"

6:125 Who does Allah guide?

"So whoever Allah wants to guide He expands his breast to [contain] Islam; and whoever He
wants to misguide He makes his breast tight and constricted as though he were climbing into
the sky. Thus does Allah place defilement upon those who do not believe."

6:160 One good deed rewarded at least ten times

"Whoever comes [on the Day of Judgement] with a good deed will have ten times the like thereof
[to his credit], and whoever comes with an evil deed will not be recompensed except the like
thereof; and they will not be wronged."

6:162 Our living and dying is for Allah

"Say, "Indeed, my prayer, my rites of sacrifice, my living and my dying are for Allah, Lord of the
worlds.
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SELECTED VOCABULARY

Magic [v.7]

  The mocked [v.10]

  Exonerated [v.19]

  Play [v.32]   

Amusement [v.32]

Information [v.34]

Become hardened [v.43]

  We explain in detail [v.55]

Keys [v.59]

Oppressors [v.68]

  He will inform you [v.73]

  Idols [v.74]   

Originator [v.101]

Abode of peace

[v.127]

Ranks [v.132]

Parents [v.151]

Benevolence [v.151]
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C
7. Ar A�raf: The Heights

PERIOD OF REVELATION

The period of its revelation is about the same as that of Al An�am i.e., the last year of the
Prophet�s residence at Makkah. It consists of 206 verses. The title is derived from verse 46, which
refers to the Heights or a raised platform on which the righteous will gather before entering
Paradise.

VIRTUE

    :               . 
) 1 323(

Zayd Ibn Thabit is reported to have said that the Messenger of Allah (saw) used to recite Surah Al
A`raf in Maghrib prayer within the two first units of prayer. [Hakim 1/323]

KEY THEMES ANDMESSAGES

An invitation is given to the People of the Book to become Muslims.
A warning is given to the unbelievers about the consequences of their denial through
citing the example of punishments which were inflicted upon former people for their
wrong attitude towards their prophets.
The Jews are warned about the consequences of their hypocritical conduct towards the
prophets.
Commandment to communicate the message of Islam with wisdom.
The prophets as well as the people to whom they are sent will be questioned on the Day
of Judgement.
Commandment to the Believers that they should wear decent and proper dress and eat
pure and good food.
Dialogue between the residents of Paradise, the inmates of Hell and the people of A�raf
(a place between Paradise and Hell).
Affluence and adversity are reminders from Allah.
Muhammad (saw) is the messenger for all of mankind.
The advent of Muhammad (saw) was described in Torah and the Bible.
Mankind's testimony about Allah at the time of Adam's creation.
Allah created all of mankind from a single soul.
Commandment to show forgiveness, speak for justice and avoid the ignorant.
Instruction about listening to the Quran with complete silence.

SELECTED VERSES

7:26 Finest clothing is the robe of piety
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"O children of Adam, We have bestowed upon you clothing to conceal your private parts and as
adornment. But the clothing of righteousness that is best. That is from the signs of Allah that
perhaps they will remember."

7:31 Against excess and waste

… 

"�And eat and drink, but be not excessive. Indeed, He likes not those who commit excess."

7:32 Good of this world

"Say, "Who has forbidden the adornment of Allah which He has produced for His servants and
the good [lawful] things of provision?" Say, "They are for those who believe during the worldly
life [but] exclusively for them on the Day of Resurrection." Thus do We detail the verses for a
people who know."

7:53 Sinners would give anything to return to the world

"Do they await except its result? The Day its result comes those who had ignored it before will
say, "The messengers of our Lord had come with the truth, so are there [now] any intercessors to
intercede for us or could we be sent back to do other than we used to do?" They will have lost
themselves, and lost from them is what they used to invent."

7:157 Muhammad (saw) foretold in earlier Scriptures

 …

"Those who follow the Messenger, the unlettered prophet, whom they find written in what they
have of the Torah and the Gospel�"

7:158 Universality of the Prophet�s Message

 …

"Say, [O Muhammad], "O mankind, indeed I am the Messenger of Allah to you all�"

7:168 Hardship cleanses the believer of sin
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"And We divided them throughout the earth into nations. Of them some were righteous, and of
them some were otherwise. And We tested them with good [times] and bad that perhaps they
would return [to obedience]."

7:180 Calling Allah by His Beautiful Names

"And to Allah belong the best names, so invoke Him by them. And leave [the company of] those
who practice deviation concerning His names. They will be recompensed for what they have been
doing."

7:188 Benefit and harm is from Allah

"Say, "I hold not for myself [the power of] benefit or harm, except what Allah has willed. And if I
knew the unseen, I could have acquired much wealth, and no harm would have touched me. I am
not except a warner and a bringer of good tidings to a people who believe."

7:199 Show forgiveness and avoid the ignorant

"Take what is given freely, enjoin what is good, and turn away from the ignorant."

SUPPLICATIONS
  

  

7:23 "Our Lord, we have wronged ourselves, and if You do not forgive us and have mercy upon
us, we will surely be among the losers."

  

7:89 "Our Lord, decide between us and our people in truth, and You are the best of those who
give decision."

  

7:126 "Our Lord, pour upon us patience and let us die as Muslims [in submission to You]."

  

7:155 "You are our Protector, so forgive us and have mercy upon us; and You are the best of
forgivers."
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SELECTED VOCABULARY

The successful [v.8]

Grateful [v.17]

  Tree [v.19]

Enemy [v.22]

Open [v.22]

Exclusively [v.32]

Curse [v.44]

Barrier [v.46]

   They took [v.51]

Throne [v.54]

Secret [v.55]

    Folly [v.66]  

With harm [v.73]

Rain [v.84]

  Group [v.87]

Trial [v.141]   

Way [v.146]

Humiliation [v.152]

Village [v.161]

  Dog [v.176]

Warner [v.184]

Benefit [v.188]

Harm [v.188]  

Slaves [v.194]
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E
8. Al Anfal: The Spoils of War

PERIOD OF REVELATION

This surah was revealed in Madinah in 2 AH after the Battle of Badr. Its title is taken from the
verse which refers to the spoils of the Battle of Badr. Since it contains a detailed and
comprehensive review of the battle, it appears that most probably it was revealed all at the same
time.

VIRTUE

     :      " :       
    ) ". 17023(

Wathilah Ibn al Asqa` thus reported that the Prophet (saw) said, "Instead of the Torah I was
given the seven long surahs, instead of the Psalms al Mi'in (Surahs that follow the long seven
surahs and number of their verses exceeds 100 or draws near to it [Al Anfal is one of them]),
instead of the Evangel al Mathani (the oft repeated surahs), and I was favored with al Mufassal
(the distinct surahs)." [Ahmad 17023]

KEY THEMES ANDMESSAGES

Battle of truth and falsehood.
Truth should not fear to be cowed down by odds against it.
Fighting should not be for spoils or gains but for a just cause.
Laws relating to peace and war.

SELECTED VERSES

8:1 Obey Allah and His Messenger, if you are believers

"They ask you, [O Muhammad], about the bounties [of war]. Say, "The [decision concerning]
bounties is for Allah and the Messenger." So fear Allah and amend that which is between you and
obey Allah and His Messenger, if you should be believers."

8:2 The impact of the Quran on the human self

"The believers are only those who, when Allah is mentioned, their hearts become fearful, and
when His verses are recited to them, it increases them in faith; and upon their Lord they rely."

8:20 22 Neglecting the Prophet�s call
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"O you who have believed, obey Allah and His Messenger and do not turn from him while you
hear [his order]. And do not be like those who say, "We have heard," while they do not hear.
Indeed, the worst of living creatures in the sight of Allah are the deaf and dumb who do not use
reason."

8:24 Heeding the Prophet�s call

"O you who have believed, respond to Allah and to the Messenger when he calls you to that
which gives you life. And know that Allah intervenes between a man and his heart and that to
Him you will be gathered."

8:46 Reprehensible disputes

"And obey Allah and His Messenger, and do not dispute and [thus] lose courage and [then] your
strength would depart; and be patient. Indeed, Allah is with the patient."

8:63 Allah is the one who brings hearts together

"And brought together their hearts. If you had spent all that is in the earth, you could not have
brought their hearts together; but Allah brought them together. Indeed, He is Exalted in Might
and Wise."

8:73 Unbelievers are friends and supporters of each other

"And those who disbelieved are allies of one another. If you do not do so, there will be fitnah on
earth and great corruption."

SELECTED VOCABULARY

Sustenance [v.4]

Your possessions [v.28]

  Like [v.31]

Painful [v.32]

Most of them [v.32]

Relatives [v.41]

Orphans [v.41]   

So that you may [v.45]

Patient ones [v.46]

   To be seen [v.47]

Power [v.60]

Prisoner of war [v.67]
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9. At Tawbah: Repentance

PERIOD OF REVELATION

This surah was revealed in the 9th year of Hijrah in three different discourses. The first discourse
(v. 1 37) was revealed in Zil Qadah and set a new policy towards the polytheists. The second
discourse (v. 38 72) was revealed in Rajab and dealt with the Campaign of Tabuk. The third
discourse (v. 73 129) was revealed upon the Prophet's return from the Campaign of Tabuk. The
surah contains 129 verses and it derives its title from verse 104. The surah is also called �Bara�ah�
or the �Immunity�.

VIRTUE

            " :         :
"            ".          

) ".  71(  
Abu Ad Darda' reported that the Prophet (saw) said: "Whosoever says every morning and
evening 'Sufficient for me is Allah; there is no deity except Him. On Him I have relied, and He is
the Lord of the Great Throne [i.e. the last verse of surah At Tawbah]' seven times, Allah will
further all his interests in this world and the hereafter. (Ibn As Sunni 71).

KEY THEMES ANDMESSAGES

Policy towards the polytheists.
Commandments relating to war and peace.
Regulations relating to hypocrisy, weak faith and negligence.
Campaign of Tabuk.
Establishment of a Dar ul Islam.
Crushing the mischief of the hypocrites.
Preparing the Muslims for a struggle in the cause of Islam.
Objectives of the institution of Zakat.
Allah has purchased our lives.

SELECTED VERSES

9:1 Disassociation from the polytheists

"[This is a declaration of] disassociation, from Allah and His Messenger, to those with whom you
had made a treaty among the polytheists."

9:16 Test of life
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"Do you think that you will be left [as you are] while Allah has not yet made evident those among
you who strive [for His cause] and do not take other than Allah, His Messenger and the believers
as intimates? And Allah is Acquainted with what you do."

9:31 Taking religious leaders as gods

"They have taken their learned men and monks as lords besides Allah , and [also] the Messiah,
the son of Mary. And they were not commanded except to worship one God; there is no deity
except Him. Exalted is He above whatever they associate with Him."

9:33 Purpose of Muhammad�s prophethood

"It is He who has sent His Messenger with guidance and the religion of truth to manifest it over
all religion, although they who associate others with Allah dislike it."

9:36 Peace and warfare

"Indeed, the number of months with Allah is twelve [lunar] months in the register of Allah [from]
the day He created the heavens and the earth; of these, four are sacred. That is the correct
religion, so do not wrong yourselves during them. And fight against the disbelievers collectively
as they fight against you collectively. And know that Allah is with the righteous [who fear Him]."

9:38 Temptation of this world

"O you who have believed, what is [the matter] with you that, when you are told to go forth in
the cause of Allah , you adhere heavily to the earth? Are you satisfied with the life of this world
rather than the Hereafter? But what is the enjoyment of worldly life compared to the Hereafter
except a [very] little."

9:40 Allah is with the believer

… 

 …
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"�Those who disbelieved had driven him out [of Makkah] as one of two, when they were in the
cave and he said to his companion, "Do not grieve; indeed Allah is with us." And Allah sent down
his tranquillity upon him and supported him with angels you did not see�"

9:60 Eight beneficiaries of zakah

"Zakah expenditures are only for the poor and for the needy and for those employed to collect
[zakah] and for bringing hearts together [for Islam] and for freeing captives [or slaves] and for
those in debt and for the cause of Allah and for the [stranded] traveler an obligation [imposed]
by Allah . And Allah is Knowing and Wise."

9:71 Believing men and women are protectors of one another

 …  

"The believing men and believing women are allies of one another. They enjoin what is right and
forbid what is wrong�"

9:72 Supreme success

"Allah has promised the believing men and believing women gardens beneath which rivers flow,
wherein they abide eternally, and pleasant dwellings in gardens of perpetual residence; but
approval from Allah is greater. It is that which is the great attainment."

9:103 Charity as purification

"Take, [O, Muhammad], from their wealth a charity by which you purify them and cause them
increase, and invoke [ Allah 's blessings] upon them. Indeed, your invocations are reassurance for
them. And Allah is Hearing and Knowing."

9:104 Allah accepts repentance

"Do they not know that it is Allah who accepts repentance from His servants and receives
charities and that it is Allah who is the Accepting of repentance, the Merciful?"

9:111 The transaction of Allah

 …

"Indeed, Allah has purchased from the believers their lives and their properties [in exchange] for
that they will have Paradise�"
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9:113 Seeking forgiveness for polytheists

"It is not for the Prophet and those who have believed to ask forgiveness for the polytheists, even
if they were relatives, after it has become clear to them that they are companions of Hellfire."

9:119 Importance of good company

"O you who have believed, fear Allah and be with those who are true."

9:122 Importance of knowledge and scholars benefiting their communities

"And it is not for the believers to go forth [to battle] all at once. For there should separate from
every division of them a group [remaining] to obtain understanding in the religion and warn their
people when they return to them that they might be cautious."

9:129 Reliance upon Allah

"But if they turn away, [O Muhammad], say, "Sufficient for me is Allah; there is no deity except
Him. On Him I have relied, and He is the Lord of the Great Throne."

SELECTED VOCABULARY

Polytheists [v.1]

Better [v.3]   

Loves [v.4]    

Leaders [v.12]

Time [v.13]

   The successful [v.20]

Commerce [v.24]

Battle fields [v.25]

   Forces (angels) [v.26]

Impure [v.28]  

  Gold [v.34]   

Silver [v.34]

  Don�t be sad [v.40]

Lowermost [v.40]

Uppermost [v.40]

  Lazy [v.54]

For the poor [v.60]

Captives [v.60]

Victory [v.72]

Hypocrisy [v.77]

Weak ones [v.81]  

  Limits [v.97]

Deed [v.102]

Righteous ones [v.102]

Purchased [v.111]

Invoking forgiveness [v.114]

Fleeing (refuge) [v.118]

Small [v.121]

Great [v.121]

Anxious [v.128]

Kind [v.128]
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I
10. Yunus: Jonah

PERIOD OF REVELATION

This surah was revealed during the last stage of the Prophet�s residence at Makkah and contains
109 verses. It derives its name from the reference to Prophet Yunus in verse 98.

VIRTUE

      :         :     :»   
 «  :       :»    «     :

»   «      :           
         :           

     :»  «) . 1399(  
`Abdullah Ibn `Amr narrated that a man came to the Messenger of Allah (saw) and said, �O
Messenger of Allah! Tell me what I should read from the Quran.� He said, �Read three Surahs that
start with Alif Lam Ra. [Surah Yunus is one of them]� The man said, �I am an aged person. My
heart has become sensitive and I find some difficulty with reading.� The Prophet (saw) said, �Read
three Surahs that start with Ha Mim.� The man repeated what he had said the first time. So the
Prophet said, �Read three of the Musabbihat �Surahs that start with the word Sabbaha or
Yusabbihu.� The man repeated what he has said �for the third time.� Then the man said, �O
Messenger of Allah! Tell me about a conclusive Surah to read.� Then the Prophet (saw) recited
Surah �When the earth is shaken..� until its end. The man said, �By He Who Sent you with truth, I
will never recite more than it.� The man then left and the Prophet (saw) said twice: �The man has
succeeded.� [Abu Dawud 1399]

KEY THEMES ANDMESSAGES

Allah is the only Creator of this universe.
Deities whom the polytheists worship other than Allah, have no power to either benefit
or harm anyone.
Deities other than Allah are not even aware that they are being worshipped.
To every nation Allah sent messengers for guidance.
The Quran provides a cure for all the problems of mankind.
Polytheists follow nothing but conjectures and preach nothing but falsehood.
The story of the Prophet Nuh and his people.
The story of the Prophet Musa, Firawn (Pharaoh) , and his chiefs.
Belief after seeing the scourge did not benefit any nation except the nation of the
Prophet Yunus.
Prohibition against forcing anyone to embrace Islam.
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SELECTED VERSES

10:9 Consequence of belief and good deeds

"Indeed, those who have believed and done righteous deeds their Lord will guide them because
of their faith. Beneath them rivers will flow in the Gardens of Pleasure."

10:16 Importance of familarity

"Say, "If Allah had willed, I would not have recited it to you, nor would He have made it known to
you, for I had remained among you a lifetime before it. Then will you not reason?"

10:24 Parable of the world � raindrops

"The example of [this] worldly life is but like rain which We have sent down from the sky that the
plants of the earth absorb [those] from which men and livestock eat until, when the earth has
taken on its adornment and is beautified and its people suppose that they have capability over it,
there comes to it Our command by night or by day, and We make it as a harvest, as if it had not
flourished yesterday. Thus do We explain in detail the signs for a people who give thought."

10:25 Abode of peace

"And Allah invites to the Home of Peace and guides whom He wills to a straight path."

10:32 Post truth

"For that is Allah , your Lord, the Truth. And what can be beyond truth except error? So how are
you averted?"

10:35 Allah guides

"Say, "Are there of your 'partners' any who guides to the truth?" Say, " Allah guides to the truth.
So is He who guides to the truth more worthy to be followed or he who guides not unless he is
guided? Then what is [wrong] with you how do you judge?"

10:36 Following conjecture
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"And most of them follow not except assumption. Indeed, assumption avails not against the truth
at all. Indeed, Allah is Knowing of what they do."

10:37 Divine origin of the Quran

"And it was not [possible] for this Quran to be produced by other than Allah , but [it is] a
confirmation of what was before it and a detailed explanation of the [former] Scripture, about
which there is no doubt, from the Lord of the worlds."

10:57 58 Attributes of the Quran

"O mankind, there has to come to you instruction from your Lord and healing for what is in the
breasts and guidance and mercy for the believers. Say, "In the bounty of Allah and in His mercy
in that let them rejoice; it is better than what they accumulate."

10:60 Quranic paradigm of majority

"And what will be the supposition of those who invent falsehood about Allah on the Day of
Resurrection? Indeed, Allah is full of bounty to the people, but most of them are not grateful."

10:92 Preservation of history as a sign

"So today We will save you in body that you may be to those who succeed you a sign. And
indeed, many among the people, of Our signs, are heedless."

10:99 Allah�s intented diversity

"And had your Lord willed, those on earth would have believed all of them entirely. Then, [O
Muhammad], would you compel the people in order that they become believers?"

10:108 Personal responsibility
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"Say, "O mankind, the truth has come to you from your Lord, so whoever is guided is only guided
for [the benefit of] his soul, and whoever goes astray only goes astray [in violation] against it. And
I am not appointed as your keeper."

SUPPLICATION

10:85 "Our Lord, make us not [objects of] trial for the wrongdoing people."

SELECTED VOCABULARY

Drink [v.4]

We destroyed [v.13]

Successors

(generations) [v.14]       

In [v.14]

Stormy [v.22]   

  Waves [v.22]

Conjecture [v.36]

Hour [v.45]

Regret [v.54]

Healing [v.57]

Power and honour [v.65]

I believe [v.90]  

Those who [v.94]

Doubt [v.104]
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K
11. Hud

PERIOD OF REVELATION

This surah was revealed during the last stage of the Prophet�s stay at Makkah, and most probably
it was revealed immediately after Surah Yunus. It contains 123 verses and it derives its title from
the reference to Prophet Hud (v.50�60).

VIRTUE

    " :      :         
) ". 12/181(  

It was narrated that Abu Bakr (ra) said, 'O Messenger of Allah you have become grey haired? He
said: 'Hud, Al Waqi`ah, Al Mursalat�, 'About what are they asking one another?' i.e. surah An
Naba' and 'When the sun will be folded' i.e. surah At Takwir have turned my hair grey. [Tirmidhi
12/181]

KEY THEMES ANDMESSAGES

Allah is the Provider and Sustainer of all creatures.
The Quran is the pure Message of Allah and is not forged by the Prophet.
Story of the Prophet Nuh and his people.
Dialogue between Nuh, his son and Allah.
Prophets Hud, Saleh, Lut and Shu�aib�s addresses to their people and consequences of
their people's rejection of their messages.
Divine law of virtues removing the evils.
Allah has given freedom of choice to mankind.

SELECTED VERSES

11:3 Giving due right

"And [saying], "Seek forgiveness of your Lord and repent to Him, [and] He will let you enjoy a
good provision for a specified term and give every doer of favor his favor. But if you turn away,
then indeed, I fear for you the punishment of a great Day."

11:15 Those who prefer this dunya

"Whoever desires the life of this world and its adornments We fully repay them for their deeds
therein, and they therein will not be deprived."
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11:49 Good end for the God fearing

… 

"� So be patient; indeed, the [best] outcome is for the righteous."

11:88 Striving for reform and reconciliation

"He said, "O my people, have you considered: if I am upon clear evidence from my Lord and He
has provided me with a good provision from Him. And I do not intend to differ from you in that
which I have forbidden you; I only intend reform as much as I am able. And my success is not but
through Allah. Upon him I have relied, and to Him I return."

11:102 Seizure of Allah

"And thus is the seizure of your Lord when He seizes the cities while they are committing wrong.
Indeed, His seizure is painful and severe."

11:113 Aiding the oppressors

"And do not incline toward those who do wrong, lest you be touched by the Fire, and you would
not have other than Allah any protectors; then you would not be helped."

11:114 Good deeds wipe out bad deeds

"And establish prayer at the two ends of the day and at the approach of the night. Indeed, good
deeds do away with misdeeds. That is a reminder for those who remember."

11:118 Allah intended diversity

"And if your Lord had willed, He could have made mankind one community; but they will not
cease to differ."

SUPPLICATION

  

11:47 "My Lord, I seek refuge in You from asking that of which I have no knowledge. And unless
You forgive me and have mercy upon me, I will be among the losers."
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SELECTED VOCABULARY

Bringer of glad tidings

[v.2]

After [v.10]

  Called out [v.42]

Water [v.43]  

We saved [v.58]  

Severe [v.58]

   Suspicious [v.62]

Not fear [v.70]

Old [v.72]

Strange [v.72]

Stones [v.82]

Reform [v.88]

Wretched [v.105]

Good deeds [v.114]

Evil deeds [v.114]

Reminder [v.114]
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12. Yusuf: Joseph

PERIOD OF REVELATION

This surah was revealed during the last stage of the Prophet�s residence at Makkah. It was a time
when the Quraysh were considering the question of killing, exiling, or imprisoning him. The Jews
instigated the unbelievers to test the Prophet Muhammad (saw) by asking him: �Why did the
Israelites go to Egypt?� The history of the Israelites was not known to the Arabs, and the Prophet
had no means knowing their traditions. Therefore, they thought that the Prophet would not be
able to give a satisfactory answer, and thus, would be totally exposed. But, contrary to their
expectations, the tables were turned on them, when Allah revealed the whole story of the
Prophet Yusuf. The surah consists of 111 verses and it derives its title from Prophet Yusuf�s story.

VIRTUE

   " :          "  " :   
    ) ".   2/612(  

Khalid Ibn Ma`dan said: "Dwellers of Paradise amuse themselves there with surahs Yusuf and
Maryam," and Ibn `Ata' said: "When a sad person hears surah Yusuf, he feels at ease." [Tafsir Ibn
Kathir 2/612]

KEY THEMES ANDMESSAGES

All messengers were human beings.
Yusuf�s prayer to live and die as a Muslim.
The faith of Prophets Ibrahim, Ishaq (Isaac), Yaqub (Jacob) and Yusuf (as) was the same as
that of the Prophet Muhammad (saw) and they invited the people to the same Message.
Characters moulded by Islam (based on the worship of Allah and accountability in the
Hereafter) are compared to characters moulded by disbelief and ignorance (based on the
worship of false gods and the material world). Then the addressees are asked to decide
for themselves between these two patterns
It is made clear that, whatever Allah wills, He fulfils it, and no one can defeat His plan or
prevent it from happening.
The believers are advised to remain within the limits prescribed by Divine Law while
pursuing their aims, because success and failure are entirely in the hands of Allah.
The believers are advised to exert their efforts towards the Truth and put their trust in
Allah. This will help them face their opponents with confidence and courage.
The marvellous example of Prophet Yusuf shows how a man of high and pure character
comes out successful even under the most adverse circumstances.

SELECTED VERSES

12:3 The best of stories
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"We relate to you, [O Muhammad], the best of stories in what We have revealed to you of this
Quran although you were, before it, among the unaware."

12:4 Jealousy of brothers

"[Of these stories mention] when Joseph said to his father, "O my father, indeed I have seen [in a
dream] eleven stars and the sun and the moon; I saw them prostrating to me."

12:33 Standing up for principles in face of imprisonment

"He said, "My Lord, prison is more to my liking than that to which they invite me. And if You do
not avert fromme their plan, I might incline toward them and [thus] be of the ignorant."

12:67 Focusing on different areas � not placing everything in one basket

"And he said, "O my sons, do not enter from one gate but enter from different gates; and I
cannot avail you against [the decree of] Allah at all. The decision is only for Allah; upon Him I have
relied, and upon Him let those who would rely [indeed] rely."

12:100 Allah � the Gentle (Al Latif)

…  …

"�Indeed, my Lord is Subtle in what He wills�"

12:111 Stories as lessons for life

 …

"There was certainly in their stories a lesson for those of understanding�"

SUPPLICATION

  

12:101 "You are my protector in this world and in the Hereafter. Cause me to die a Muslim and
join me with the righteous."

SELECTED VOCABULARY

May understand [v.2]

Best [v.3]

Stories [v.3]

Stars [v.4]

Wolf [v.13]

Heedless ones

[v.13]

His shirt [v.18]

Boy [v.19]

Witness [v.26]
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Prison [v.33]

On/above [v.36]

Birds [v.36]

Dreams [v.44]

Year [v.49]

The king [v.50]

Reproach [v.92]

Smell [v.94]

Our sins [v.97]

The most kind

[v.100]
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13. Ar Ra�d: The Thunder

PERIOD OF REVELATION

This surah was revealed in the last stage of the Prophet's residence at Makkah and during the
same period in which surahs Yunus, Hud and Al A�raf were revealed. It consists of 43 verses and it
derives its title from verse 13 which testifies to Allah�s Might.

VIRTUE

     :      " :       
    ) ". 17023(  

Wathilah Ibn al Asqa` thus reported that the Prophet (saw) said: "Instead of the Torah, I was
given the seven long surahs, instead of the Psalms, Al Mi'in (Surahs whose number of verses
exceeds 100 or draws near to it), instead of the Bible, Al Mathani (the oft repeated surahs whose
number of verses is less than 100 [Surah Ar Ra`d is one of them]), and I was favoured with Al
Mufassal (the distinct surahs from surah Qaf to surah An Nas)." [Ahmad 17023]

KEY THEMES ANDMESSAGES

The Quran is the revelation of Allah.
Trees, fruit, and vegetables are among the signs of Allah.
Allah never changes the condition of a people unless they try to change themselves.
Those who do not respond to the call of Allah will have no way to escape from the fire of
Hell.
It is the remembrance of Allah that provides tranquillity to hearts.
Messengers have no power to show any miracle except by the leave of Allah.

SELECTED VERSES

13:2 Creation of the heavens

"It is Allah who erected the heavens without pillars that you [can] see; then He established
Himself above the Throne and made subject the sun and the moon, each running [its course] for
a specified term. He arranges [each] matter; He details the signs that you may, of the meeting
with your Lord, be certain."

13:11 Golden rule for societal change

…  …

"�Indeed, Allah will not change the condition of a people until they change what is in
themselves�"
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13:16 Allah is the Creator

… 

"... Say, �Allah is the Creator of all things, and He is the One, the Prevailing."

13:17 Parable of Truth and falsehood that which is of benefit to man remains

"He sends down from the sky, rain, and valleys flow according to their capacity, and the torrent
carries a rising foam. And from that [ore] which they heat in the fire, desiring adornments and
utensils, is a foam like it. Thus Allah presents [the example of] truth and falsehood. As for the
foam, it vanishes, [being] cast off; but as for that which benefits the people, it remains on the
earth. Thus does Allah present examples."

13:26 Divine rule for sustenance

"Allah extends provision for whom He wills and restricts [it]. And they rejoice in the worldly life,
while the worldly life is not, compared to the Hereafter, except [brief] enjoyment."

13:28 Impact of dhikr

"Those who have believed and whose hearts are assured by the remembrance of Allah
Unquestionably, by the remembrance of Allah hearts are assured."

13:43 Allah is the witness in our dispute

"And those who have disbelieved say, "You are not a messenger." Say, [O Muhammad],
"Sufficient is Allah as Witness between me and you, and [the witness of] whoever has knowledge
of the Scripture."

SELECTED VOCABULARY

The throne [v.2]

  Each [v.2]

Fruits [v.3]

  Dust [v.5]

New [v.5]  

Invocation [v.14]

  Who [v.16]

They dread [v.21]

Seeking [v.22]

Spread out [v.22]

Secretly [v.22]

Openly [v.22]

Send astray [v.27]

Communities [v.30]

  Messengers [v.38]

By Allah�s leave [v.38]

  Part [v.40]
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14. Ibrahim

PERIOD OF REVELATION

This surah also belongs to the group of surahs revealed during the last period of the Prophet�s
residence at Makkah when the persecution of the Muslims was at its worst stage. It consists of 52
verses. It bears the name of Prophet Ibrahim because of the considerable mention it makes of
him.

VIRTUE

     :      " :       
    ) ". 17023(  

Wathilah Ibn al Asqa` thus reported that the Prophet (saw) said: "Instead of the Torah, I was
given the seven long surahs, instead of the Psalms, Al Mi'in (Surahs whose number of verses
exceeds 100 or draws near to it), instead of the Bible, Al Mathani (the oft repeated surahs whose
number of verses is less than 100 [surah Ibrahim is one of them]), and I was favoured with Al
Mufassal (the distinct surahs from surah Qaf to surah An Nas)." [Ahmad 17023]

KEY THEMES ANDMESSAGES

Allah never sent a messenger for the guidance of a nation except one who spoke the
language of those people.
If every human being becomes a disbeliever, it makes no difference to Allah.
Allah has based the creation of the heavens and the earth on Truth.
Satan has no power except to seduce human beings.
A quotation from the prayers of Prophet Ibrahim which Prophet Muhammad (saw) made
a part of Muslims' daily prayer.

This surah is an admonition and a warning to the disbelievers who were rejecting Allah's Message
and devising cunning schemes to defeat the mission of the Prophet.

SELECTED VERSES

14:1 Purpose of the Quran

"Alif, Lam, Ra. [This is] a Book which We have revealed to you, [O Muhammad], that you might
bring mankind out of darknesses into the light by permission of their Lord to the path of the
Exalted in Might, the Praiseworthy."

14:4 Cultural affinity
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"And We did not send any messenger except [speaking] in the language of his people to state
clearly for them, and Allah sends astray [thereby] whom He wills and guides whom He wills. And
He is the Exalted in Might, the Wise."

14:7 Consequence of gratefulness

"And [remember] when your Lord proclaimed, 'If you are grateful, I will surely increase you [in
favor]; but if you deny, indeed, My punishment is severe'."

14:22 Satan�s defence

"And Satan will say when the matter has been concluded, "Indeed, Allah had promised you the
promise of truth. And I promised you, but I betrayed you. But I had no authority over you except
that I invited you, and you responded to me. So do not blame me; but blame yourselves. I cannot
be called to your aid, nor can you be called to my aid. Indeed, I deny your association of me [with
Allah] before. Indeed, for the wrongdoers is a painful punishment."

14:24 25 Parable of goodly word

"Have you not considered how Allah presents an example, [making] a good word like a good tree,
whose root is firmly fixed and its branches [high] in the sky? It produces its fruit all the time, by
permission of its Lord. And Allah presents examples for the people that perhaps they will be
reminded."

14:34 Blessings of Allah

"And He gave you from all you asked of Him. And if you should count the favor of Allah , you
could not enumerate them. Indeed, mankind is [generally] most unjust and ungrateful."

14:40 41 Pray for children and parents
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"My Lord, make me an establisher of prayer, and [many] from my descendants. Our Lord, and
accept my supplication. Our Lord, forgive me and my parents and the believers the Day the
account is established."

14:42 Allah�s justice

"And never think that Allah is unaware of what the wrongdoers do. He only delays them for a Day
when eyes will stare [in horror]."

14:51 Allah will reward each soul according to its deeds

"So that Allah will recompense every soul for what it earned. Indeed, Allah is swift in account."

SUPPLICATIONS

  

14:38 "Our Lord, indeed You know what we conceal and what we declare, and nothing is
hidden from Allah on the earth or in the heaven."

14:40 "My Lord, make me an establisher of prayer, and [many] from my descendants. Our Lord,
and accept my supplication."

14:41 "Our Lord, forgive me and my parents and the believers the Day the account is
established."

SELECTED VOCABULARY

With the language [v.4]

Human being [v.10]

He feared [v.14]

Sets forth [v.24]  

Parable [v.24]

Word [v.24]

Whose roots [v.24]

   Its branches [v.24]

  Has given [v.39]

Make me [v.40]

   Accept [v.40]

  A while [v.44]

Irresistible [v.48]  

  People of

intellect [v.52]
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15. Al Hijr: The Rocky Tract

PERIOD OF REVELATION

This surah was revealed at about the same time as that of Surah Ibrahim, which was during the
last period of the Prophet�s residence at Makkah. It contains 99 verses and is named after a rocky
tract of that name about 150 miles north of Madina.

VIRTUE

     :      " :       
    ) ". 17023(  

Wathilah Ibn al Asqa` thus reported that the Prophet (saw) said: "Instead of the Torah, I was
given the seven long surahs, instead of the Psalms, Al Mi'in (Surahs whose number of verses
exceeds 100 or draws near to it [Surah Al Hijr is one of them]), instead of the Bible, Al Mathani
(the oft repeated surahs whose number of verses is less than 100), and I was favoured with Al
Mufassal (the distinct surahs from surah Qaf to surah An Nas)." [Ahmad 17023]

KEY THEMES ANDMESSAGES

The Quran is a Divine Book.
On the Day of Judgement, the disbelievers will wish that they had become Muslims.
Allah Himself has taken the responsibility of preserving and safeguarding Quran.
Admonition through the story of Adam�s creation, prostration of the angels before him,
and refusal of Shaytan to prostrate.
Prophet Ibrahim was given the good news of having a son by the same two angels who
were assigned to destroy the nation of Lut (Lot).
Al Fatiha is also named, "seven verses worthy of oft recitation.�
Divine order to proclaim the commandments of Allah publicly.

This surah also contains brief arguments for Tawhid on the one hand, and admonition to the
disbelievers on the other.

SELECTED VERSES

15:9 Allah�s protection of the Quran

"Indeed, it is We who sent down the Quran and indeed, We will be its guardian."

15:36 O my Lord! Give me then respite till the Day they will be resurrected

"He said,"My Lord, then reprieve me until the Day they are resurrected."
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15:49 50Mercy and punishment

"[O Muhammad], inform My servants that it is I who am the Forgiving, the Merciful. And that it is
My punishment which is the painful punishment."

15:56 Only the misguided despair of Allah�s mercy

"He said, "And who despairs of the mercy of his Lord except for those astray?"

15:87 Seven oft repeated verses

"And We have certainly given you, [O Muhammad], seven of the often repeated [verses] and the
great Quran."

15:99 Duration of worship

"And worship your Lord until there comes to you the certainty (death)."

SELECTED VOCABULARY

   Quran [v.9]

Example [v.13]

  We [v.15]

Outcast [v.34]

Authority [v.42]

Guests [v.51]  

Despair [v.56]

Homes (dwelling) [v.82]  

Certain classes

(couples) [v.88]

   As [v.90]

Straitened [v.97]

Worship [v.99]

   Certainty (death)

[v.99]
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16. An Nahl: The Bee

PERIOD OF REVELATION

This surah was revealed during the last period of the Prophet�s residence at Makkah. It contains
128 verses and the title is derived from verse 68.

VIRTUE

        :"            
       .'16:118'        :    

          .          
            :       . 

)   14  .94(  
Al Qurtubi mentioned that `Uthman Ibn Madh`oun was reported to have said, "When this verse
was revealed �As to those of Jewry, We forbade what We have previously narrated to you. We
did not wrong them [therein], but, rather, it was their own souls they were [all the while]
wronging" [16:118], I read it before Abu Talib and he wondered and said, "O family of Ghalib!
Follow my nephew. By Allah, Allah has sent him to command you with noble manners." Ahmad
reported from Ibn `Abbas that when this verse was sent down, Uthman Ibn Madh`oun was
sitting with the Messenger of Allah before he became Muslim and then he said, "At that time
faith dwelled in my heart and I loved Muhammad." [At Tahrir wa At Tanwir of Ibn Ashur, 14/94]

KEY THEMES ANDMESSAGES

Proof of tawhid and refutation of polytheism.
The mountains have been set on the earth to stabilise its balance.
Allah sent messengers to warn against the unbelievers� excuse: �If Allah wanted we
would have not worshipped anyone else.�
Allah�s promise to provide a good abode for those who migrate for His sake.
If Allah were to punish people for their wrong doings, He would not have left even an
animal around them.
As water gives life to dead land so the Quran does to the human soul.
Allah has provided signs in the lives of the bees, birds and animals.
Honey is called a cure.
Allah commands to do justice, be good to others, and give to near relatives; and He
forbids indecency, mischief and rebellion.
Seek Allah�s protection against Satan before starting to recite the Quran.
Halal and Haram are only from Allah.
Ibrahim was a nation in himself.
Call towards the way of Allah with wisdom; advise and reason in a courteous manner.
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This surah presents very convincing proofs of tawhid and refutation of shirk based on plain signs
in the universe and in man�s own creation.

SELECTED VERSES

16:36 Broaden your horizon

… 

"�So proceed through the earth and observe how was the end of the deniers."

16:51 �Do not take two gods, verily He is only One God�

"And Allah has said, "Do not take for yourselves two deities. He is but one God, so fear only Me."

16:58 Unbelievers� contempt for having female children

"And when one of them is informed of [the birth of] a female, his face becomes dark, and he
suppresses grief."

16:71 The sunnah of preference

 …

"And Allah has favored some of you over others in provision. But those who were favored would
not hand over their provision to those whom their right hands possess so they would be equal to
them therein. Then is it the favor of Allah they reject?

16:89 The Quran is an explanation of all things

… 

"�And We have sent down to you the Book as clarification for all things and as guidance and
mercy and good tidings for the Muslims."

16:90 Justice and benevolence

"Indeed, Allah orders justice and good conduct and giving to relatives and forbids immorality and
bad conduct and oppression. He admonishes you that perhaps you will be reminded."

16:96 Permanency vs. transitory

 …

"Whatever you have will end, but what Allah has is lasting�"

16:114 Halal and tayyib: permissible and good
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"Then eat of what Allah has provided for you [which is] lawful and good. And be grateful for the
favour of Allah, if it is [indeed] Him that you worship."

16:120 Abraham described as an �Ummah� unto himself

"Indeed, Abraham was a [comprehensive] leader, devoutly obedient to Allah, inclining toward
truth, and he was not of those who associate others with Allah."

16:125 Three modes of communication

 …

"Invite to the way of your Lord with wisdom and good instruction, and argue with them in a way
that is best�"

16:128 Who is Allah with?

"Indeed, Allah is with those who fear Him and those who are doers of good."

SELECTED VOCABULARY

Beauty [v.6]

Horse [v.8]

Mules [v.8]  

Donkeys [v.8]  

  Varying [v.13]

Rivers [v.15]   

Roads [v.15]

Then [v.27]

Arrogant ones

[v.29]

Angels [v.33]

False deities [v.36]

Knowledge [v.43]

Right [v.48]

He has removed [v.54]

Made fair seeing [v.63]

Make clear/explain

[v.64]

They disagreed [v.64]

Sons [v.72]

Grandsons [v.72]

With justice [v.90]

He forbids [v.90]

Lewdness /obscenity

[v.90]

Remain [v.96]

Losers [v.109]

Emigrated [v.110]

Strove hard [v.110]

Were patient [v.110]  

Verily [v.120]

With wisdom [v.125]

With [v.128]
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17. Al Isra: The Night Journey

PERIOD OF REVELATION

This surah was revealed one year before hijrah on the occasion of the Miraj (Ascension) during
the last period of the Prophet�s residence at Makkah. It consists of 111 verses and its title is taken
from verse 1 which refers to the Night Journey of the Prophet. It is sometimes called Bani Israel
because of the references made to the Children of Israel in the surah.

VIRTUE

    : " :            ) ". 
3405( 

Abu Lubabah is reported to have said that `Aishah said, "The Prophet (saw) would not sleep
before reading al Zumar (the Companies) and the Children of Israel." [Tirmidhi 3405]

KEY THEMES ANDMESSAGES

Isra' & Miraj (Allah gave the Prophet a tour of the universe).
Divine Commandments:

o Worship none but Allah
o Be kind and obedient to parents
o Give to relatives and the needy
o Do not be a miser or a spendthrift
o Do not kill your children for fear of poverty
o Do not commit adultery
o Do not slay without just cause
o Do not say anything without knowledge
o Do not walk arrogantly on earth

Safeguard the property of orphans.
Allah does not beget children and those who say this, utter a monstrous lie.
There is surely a life after death.
The obligation of five daily prayers and the prayer of tahajjud (special late night prayer).
Human messengers are sent to human beings.
Perform salah in a voice which is neither too loud nor too soft � a lesson in moderation.

SELECTED VERSES

17:1 The Night Journey to Jerusalem (Al Isra)

"Exalted is He who took His servant by night from al Masjid al Haram to al Masjid al Aqsa, whose
surroundings We have blessed, to show him of Our signs. Indeed, He is the Hearing, the Seeing."



97

17:9 The Quran guides to that which is most upright

"Indeed, this Quran guides to that which is most suitable and gives good tidings to the believers
who do righteous deeds that they will have a great reward."

17:15 The Quranic Golden Rule

"Whoever is guided is only guided for [the benefit of] his soul. And whoever errs only errs against
it. And no bearer of burdens will bear the burden of another. And never would We punish until
We sent a messenger."

17:19 Striving for the hereafter

"But whoever desires the Hereafter and exerts the effort due to it while he is a believer it is
those whose effort is ever appreciated [by Allah]."

17:23 Treatment of parents

"And your Lord has decreed that you not worship except Him, and to parents, good treatment.
Whether one or both of them reach old age [while] with you, say not to them [so much as], "uff,"
and do not repel them but speak to them a noble word."

17:24 Du�a for parents

"And lower to them the wing of humility out of mercy and say, "My Lord, have mercy upon them
as they brought me up [when I was] small."

17:26 Against waste

"And give the relative his right, and [also] the poor and the traveler, and do not spend
wastefully."

17:37 Do not walk arrogantly

"And do not walk upon the earth exultantly. Indeed, you will never tear the earth [apart], and you
will never reach the mountains in height."
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17:41 Everything is explained in the Quran

"And We have certainly diversified [the contents] in this Quran that mankind may be reminded,
but it does not increase the disbelievers except in aversion."

17:45 Barrier placed with the Prophet�s recitation of the Quran

"And when you recite the Quran, We put between you and those who do not believe in the
Hereafter a concealed partition."

17:70 Human dignity

"And We have certainly honored the children of Adam and carried them on the land and sea and
provided for them of the good things and preferred them over much of what We have created,
with [definite] preference."

17:77 The sunnah of Allah does not change

"[That is Our] established way for those We had sent before you of Our messengers; and you will
not find in Our way any alteration."

17:78 Recitation of the Quran at Fajr is �witnessed�

"Establish prayer at the decline of the sun [from its meridian] until the darkness of the night and
[also] the Quran of dawn. Indeed, the recitation of dawn is ever witnessed."

17:79 Tahajjud prayer

"And from [part of] the night, pray with it as additional [worship] for you; it is expected that your
Lord will resurrect you to a praised station."

17:85 Nature of the spirit

"And they ask you, [O Muhammad], about the soul. Say, "The soul is of the affair of my Lord. And
mankind have not been given of knowledge except a little."
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SUPPLICATION

17:80 "My Lord, cause me to enter a sound entrance and to exit a sound exit and grant me from
Yourself a supporting authority."

SELECTED VOCABULARY

Hasty [v.11]

Wastefully [v.26]

Fear [v.31]

Adultery/ fornication

[v.32]

Conceit (arrogance)

[v.37]

  But [v.47]

Iron [v.50]

When [v.51]

We honoured [v.70]

Any alteration [v.77]

Station [v.79]

Praiseworthy [v.79]

  Came [v.81]

Truth [v.81]

Vanished [v.81]

Soul (spirit) [v.85]

All knowing [v.96]

Able [v.99]
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