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"And in anything over which you disagree its ruling is [to be referred] to Allah. [Say], 'That is
Allah , my Lord; upon Him I have relied, and to Him I turn back.'"

42:11 �There is nothing like Him�

                  

     

"[He is] Creator of the heavens and the earth. He has made for you from yourselves, mates, and
among the cattle, mates; He multiplies you thereby. There is nothing like unto Him, and He is the
Hearing, the Seeing."

42:14 The pitfall of knowledge

           …

"And they did not become divided until after knowledge had come to them out of jealous
animosity between themselves�"

42:17 Truth and balance

            

"It is Allah who has sent down the Book in truth and [also] the balance. And what will make you
perceive? Perhaps the Hour is near."

42:19 Allah is Kind

          

"Allah is Subtle with His servants; He gives provisions to whom He wills. And He is the Powerful,
the Exalted in Might."

42:20 Investment in the dunya or in the akhirah

                     

  

"Whoever desires the harvest of the Hereafter We increase for him in his harvest. And whoever
desires the harvest of this world We give him thereof, but there is not for him in the Hereafter
any share."

42:25 Repentance and forgiveness

            

"And it is He who accepts repentance from his servants and pardons misdeeds, and He knows
what you do."

42:30 Misfortune is a result of our actions

          



202

"And whatever strikes you of disaster it is for what your hands have earned; but He pardons
much."

42:36 Transitory nature of this worldly life

                  

"So whatever thing you have been given it is but [for] enjoyment of the worldly life. But what is
with Allah is better and more lasting for those who have believed and upon their Lord rely."

42:38 The principle of shura

           

"And those who have responded to their lord and established prayer and whose affair is
[determined by] consultation among themselves, and from what We have provided them, they
spend."

42:40 Reconciliation

                

"And the retribution for an evil act is an evil one like it, but whoever pardons and makes
reconciliation his reward is [due] from Allah . Indeed, He does not like wrongdoers."

42:49 50 Birth is in Allah�s Hand

                    

           

"To Allah belongs the dominion of the heavens and the earth; He creates what he wills. He gives
to whom He wills female [children], and He gives to whom He wills males. Or He makes them
[both] males and females, and He renders whom He wills barren. Indeed, He is Knowing and
Competent."

42:51 Three ways that Allah communicates to human beings

                      

 

"And it is not for any human being that Allah should speak to him except by revelation or from
behind a partition or that He sends a messenger to reveal, by His permission, what He wills.
Indeed, He is Most High and Wise."

SELECTED VOCABULARY

Do not be divided

[v.14]  
Evidence [v.15]  

  Portion [v.20]

The rain [v.28]  

Place of refuge [v.35]  

  Consultation [v.38]  
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43. Az Zukhruf: Ornaments of Gold

PERIOD OF REVELATION

This is a Makki surah and contains 89 verses. Its title is taken from verse 35 which states that
worldly possessions such as gold and silver distract people from the Truth. It appears that this
surah was revealed in the same period in which the surahs Al Ghafir, As Sajdah and As Shura
were sent down. The revelation of this series of the surahs began when the disbelievers of
Makkah were planning to assassinate the Prophet. They were holding consultations day and night
in their assemblies relating to this issue. An attempt of assassination had also been made as is
clearly referred in v. 79�80.

VIRTUE

       " :   ) "   2253( 
Mis`ar reported from Sa`d Ibn Ibrahim that he said, "The Hawameem (surahs that start with the
letters Ha Meem) were called the brides [of the Quran]." [Shu`ab Al Iman of Bayhaqi, 2253]

KEY THEMES ANDMESSAGES

The Quran is a transcript from the Mother Book which is in Allah�s keeping
Supplication before riding a conveyance.
Creed of the polytheists that angels are female divinities is false.
An example of Prophet Ibrahim who recognised the Oneness of Allah and rejected shirk
using merely his common sense and observing His signs from nature.
If it were not that all mankind will become one race of unbelievers, Allah would have
given the unbelievers houses which were made with sterling silver.
He who turns away from the remembrance of Allah, Allah appoints a satan to be his
intimate friend.
Hold fast to the Quran if you want to be rightly guided.
The Prophet Isa was no more than a mortal whom Allah favoured and made an example
for the children of Israel.
O Prophet tell the Christians: �If Allah had a son, I would have been the first one to
worship him.�

SELECTED VERSES

43:3 The Arabic Quran

      

"Indeed, We have made it an Arabic Quran that you might understand."

43:13 14 Dua for travelling
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"That you may settle yourselves upon their backs and then remember the favor of your Lord
when you have settled upon them and say. �Exalted is He who has subjected this to us, and we
could not have [otherwise] subdued it. And indeed we, to our Lord, will [surely] return.'"

43:22 Negative engagement with tradition

           

"Rather, they say, 'Indeed, we found our fathers upon a religion, and we are in their footsteps
[rightly] guided.'"

43:32 Mercy and preference

                  

          

"Do they distribute the mercy of your Lord? It is We who have apportioned among them their
livelihood in the life of this world and have raised some of them above others in degrees [of rank]
that they may make use of one another for service. But the mercy of your Lord is better than
whatever they accumulate."

43:36 Satan as an intimate companion

           

"And whoever is blinded from remembrance of the Most Merciful We appoint for him a devil,
and he is to him a companion."

43:43 Alignment with straight path

         

"So adhere to that which is revealed to you. Indeed, you are on a straight path."

43:44 Accountability

       

"And indeed, it is a remembrance for you and your people, and you [all] are going to be
questioned."

43:51 Arrogance of Pharoah

                  

"And Pharaoh called out among his people; he said, 'O my people, does not the kingdom of Egypt
belong to me, and these rivers flowing beneath me; then do you not see?'"

43:56 Historical precedent
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"And We made them a precedent and an example for the later peoples.�

43:61 Isa (as) is a sign of the coming of the Hour

           

"And indeed, Jesus will be [a sign for] knowledge of the Hour, so be not in doubt of it, and follow
Me. This is a straight path."

43:67 Friends shall be enemies

       

"Close friends, that Day, will be enemies to each other, except for the righteous."

43:72 Inheriting Paradise

       

"And that is Paradise which you are made to inherit for what you used to do."

43:76 People wrong themselves

      

"And We did not wrong them, but it was they who were the wrongdoers."

SELECTED VOCABULARY

Innocent [v.26]

And they

laughed [v.47]

And proclaimed [v.51]  

   Enemy [v.62]

   Suddenly [v.66]

Have hatred [v.78]
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44. Ad Dukhan: The Smoke

PERIOD OF REVELATION

This is a Makki surah composed of 59 verses. Its title is taken from verse 10 which mentions that
on the Day of Judgement the sky will pour down visible smoke which will envelop all people. It
was revealed when the whole land was overtaken by such a terrible famine that the people were
sorely distressed. Some of the Quraysh chiefs, including Abdullah Ibn Masud and Abu Sufyan,
came to the Prophet and requested him to pray to Allah to deliver his people from that calamity.
This surah was sent down at that occasion.

VIRTUE

    :      " :           
) ." 2888( 

Abu Hurayra is reported to have said that the Messenger of Allah (saw) said, "Seventy thousand
angels will keep asking forgiveness until the morning for whoever reads the surah that starts with
Ha Meem of Ad Dukhan." [Tirmidhi 2888]

KEY THEMES ANDMESSAGES

Allah has revealed this Quran in the blessed night (Laylat ul Qadr).
The Quran itself bears testimony that it is from Allah.
Lessons to be learned from the story of Prophet Musa and the people of Pharaoh.
Allah delivered the Children of Israel and chose them over the nations of the world in
spite of their weaknesses.
Food and drink for the sinners in Hell compared to food and entertainment for the
righteous in Paradise.

SELECTED VERSES

44:3 Quran was revealed on a blessed night

         

"Indeed, We sent it down during a blessed night. Indeed, We were to warn [mankind]."

44:4 Every affair of wisdm has been decreed

       

"On that night is made distinct every precise matter."

44:29 The heavens and the earth did not weep
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"And the heaven and earth wept not for them, nor were they reprieved."

44:38 Is creation mere play?

       

"And We did not create the heavens and earth and that between them in play."

44:49 �Taste! You are indeed the mighty and generous�

       

"[It will be said], "Taste! Indeed, you are the honored, the noble!"

44:58 The Quran has been made easy

     

"And indeed, We have eased the Quran in your tongue that they might be reminded."

SUPPLICATION

44:12 "Our Lord, remove from us the torment; indeed, we are believers."

SELECTED VOCABULARY

With smoke [v.10] She wept [v.29]

Taste [v.49]

Fine silk [v.53]  
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45. Al Jathiyah: The Kneeling

PERIOD OF REVELATION

This is a Makki surah consisting of 37 verses. Its title is taken from verse 28 which refers to the
kneeling down of all humanity on the Day of Judgement before Almighty Allah.

VIRTUE

       " :   ) "   2253( 
Mis`ar reported from Sa`d Ibn Ibrahim that he said, "The Hawameem (surahs that start with the
letters Ha Meem) were called the brides [of the Quran]." [Shu`ab Al Iman of Bayhaqi 2253]

KEY THEMES ANDMESSAGES

If the disbelievers do not believe in Allah and His Revelations then in what report will
they believe!
Allah has subjected the seas and all that is between the heavens and the earth for human
beings.
Israelites made sects in their religion after the knowledge has come to them through the
Torah.
Allah is the Protector of righteous people.
He that makes his own desires as his god, Allah will let him go astray and set a seal upon
his ears and heart.
Allah�s address to the disbelievers on the Day of Judgement.

SELECTED VERSES

45:3 Creation as sign for the believers

      

"Indeed, within the heavens and earth are signs for the believers."

45:8 Consequence of arrogance

               

"Who hears the verses of Allah recited to him, then persists arrogantly as if he had not heard
them. So give him tidings of a painful punishment."

45:11 The Quran is the only guidance

            

"This [Quran] is guidance. And those who have disbelieved in the verses of their Lord will have a
painful punishment of foul nature."
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45:13 People who reflect

                 

�He has subjected to you all that is in the heavens and that is in the earth, it is all a gift from Him.
Verily, in it are signs for people who reflect.�

45:20 People who have certainty

       

�This (Quran) is a clear insight for mankind, and a guidance and a mercy for people who have
certainty.�

45:21 Bad judgement

                

  

"Or do those who commit evils think We will make them like those who have believed and done
righteous deeds [make them] equal in their life and their death? Evil is that which they judge."

45:23 Ego as your god

                  

       

"Have you seen he who has taken as his god his [own] desire, and Allah has sent him astray due
to knowledge and has set a seal upon his hearing and his heart and put over his vision a veil? So
who will guide him after Allah? Then will you not be reminded?"

45:34 Reciprocal forgetfulness

        …

"And it will be said, 'Today We will forget you as you forgot the meeting of this Day of yours�'"

SELECTED VOCABULARY

A plain way [v.18]

   A clear insight [v.20]

The kingdom of [v.27]

They believed [v.30]

And did

righteous deeds [v.30]
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46. Al Ahqaf: The Sand Dunes

PERIOD OF REVELATION

This surah was revealed during the Prophet's return from Ta'if to Makkah. It consists of 34 verses
and it derives its title from verse 21 which refers to al ahqaf, a long tract of sand dunes in Yemen.

VIRTUE

                     
                    

       . ) 3803(
Abdullah is reported to have said: �I heard a man reciting the surah of more than thirty verses
that starts with Ha Meem; i.e. surah Al Ahqaf and he read it in a way; but another man read it in
a way other than that of his fellow and I read it in a certain way other than that of my two
fellows. So we went to the Prophet (saw) and told him about it.� He said, "Do not dispute, for
those before you perished due to their dispute." Then he said, "Consider the one who is more
knowledgeable of Quran recitation and follow his recitation." [Ahmad 3803]

KEY THEMES ANDMESSAGES

Those deities whom polytheists invoke are not even aware that they are being invoked.
The Quran is the word of Allah, not of Prophet Muhammad (saw).
The Prophet is but a plain warner.
The Quran confirms the revelation of the Torah given to Prophet Musa.
Those who treat their parents with kindness shall be rewarded and those who rebuke
their parents shall be punished.
No deity can save people from the wrath of Allah.
A group of jinns embraced Islam after hearing the Quran.
Pass on the Message of Allah and bear with the disbelievers patiently.

SELECTED VERSES

46:9 Continuation of tradition

                           

"Say, 'I am not something original among the messengers, nor do I know what will be done with
me or with you. I only follow that which is revealed to me, and I am not but a clear warner.'"

46:15 Be kind to parents
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    …

�And We have enjoined upon man, to his parents, good treatment. His mother carried him with
hardship and gave birth to him with hardship, and his gestation and weaning [period] is thirty
months. [He grows] until, when he reaches maturity and reaches [the age of] forty years�"

46:20 Arrogance and disobedience

                

           

"And the Day those who disbelieved are exposed to the Fire [it will be said], 'You exhausted your
pleasures during your worldly life and enjoyed them, so this Day you will be awarded the
punishment of [extreme] humiliation because you were arrogant upon the earth without right
and because you were defiantly disobedient.'"

46:35 People of strong will

                    

          

"So be patient, [O Muhammad], as were those of determination among the messengers and do
not be impatient for them. It will be on the Day they see that which they are promised as
though they had not remained [in the world] except an hour of a day. [This is] notification. And
will [any] be destroyed except the defiantly disobedient people?"

SUPPLICATION

46:15 "My Lord, enable me to be grateful for Your favor which You have bestowed upon me
and upon my parents and to work righteousness of which You will approve and make righteous
for me my offspring. Indeed, I have repented to You, and indeed, I am of the Muslims."

SELECTED VOCABULARY

A new thing [v.9]  We have enjoined [v.15]

As a way of approach [v.28]

Respond to [v.31]
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47. Muhammad

PERIOD OF REVELATION

This surah was revealed in Madinah and contains 38 verses. The title is taken from the mention of
Prophet Muhammad in verse 2.

VIRTUE

        :  )    " (         
   ".)        .473  17(  

Ubayy Ibn Ka`b (ra) said, "Allah's Messenger (as) said, "Whoever recites surah Muhammad, it is
incumbent upon Allah to give him to drink from the rivers of Paradise." [Al Lubab fi `Ulum Al
Kitab of Ibn Adil, 17/473]

KEY THEMES ANDMESSAGES

Allah voids the deeds of the disbelievers.
In war thoroughly subdue the unbelievers before taking them as prisoners of war.
If you help the cause of Allah, Allah will help and protect you.
True believers do not follow their own desires in the matter of religion.
Promise of obedience and good talk which is not followed by action is cursed by Allah.
War captives should be freed unconditionally or after giving ransom.
Allah put the believers to test to know the valiant and the resolute.
In the case of war Allah is on the side of the true believers.
Do not be miserly if you are asked to give in the cause of Allah.

SELECTED VERSES

47:2 Expiation of sins

                  

  

"And those who believe and do righteous deeds and believe in what has been sent down upon
Muhammad and it is the truth from their Lord He will remove from them their misdeeds and
amend their condition."

47:7 Consolidating your presence

         

"O you who have believed, if you support Allah, He will support you and plant firmly your feet."

47:15 Four rivers in Paradise
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Rivers of water: the taste and smell of which have not changed
Rivers of milk: the taste of which will never change
Rivers of wine: delicious to those who drink
Rivers of pure honey

47:17 Consequence of accepting guidance

      

"And those who are guided He increases them in guidance and gives them their righteousness."

47:19 �So know that there is no god but Allah�

               

"So know, [O Muhammad], that there is no deity except Allah and ask forgiveness for your sin
and for the believing men and believing women. And Allah knows of your movement and your
resting place."

47:24 Locked hearts

       

"Then do they not reflect upon the Quran, or are there locks upon [their] hearts?"

47:31 We shall be tested

        

"And We will surely test you until We make evident those who strive among you [for the cause of
Allah] and the patient, and We will test your affairs."

47:33 Consequence of disobedience

          

"O you who have believed, obey Allah and obey the Messenger and do not invalidate your
deeds."

47:35 Strategic warfare

            

"So do not weaken and call for peace while you are superior; and Allah is with you and will never
deprive you of [the reward of] your deeds."

47:38 On miserliness
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"Here you are those invited to spend in the cause of Allah but among you are those who
withhold [out of greed]. And whoever withholds only withholds [benefit] from himself; and Allah
is the Free of need, while you are the needy. And if you turn away, He will replace you with
another people; then they will not be the likes of you."

SELECTED VOCABULARY

Necks [v.4]

The war [v.4]

They ponder

deeply [v.24]

So be not weak

[v.35]
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48. Al Fath: The Victory

PERIOD OF REVELATION

This surah was revealed in Madinah consisting of 29 verses. The title is taken from the main
theme of the surah, �the clear victory� of the peace treaty at Hudaibiyah.

VIRTUE

           " :          
    :)    ( ] :1[) " 4833(  

It was reported by Umar Ibn al Khattab (ra) that he said that the Messenger of Allah (saw) said:
"This night a surah was sent down to me that is more beloved to me than all what the sun shines
over." Then he read, "We have, indeed accorded a triumph to you, a manifest triumph, indeed!"
(48:1) [Bukhari 4833]

KEY THEMES ANDMESSAGES

Allah granted the Muslims a manifest victory through the treaty of Hudaibiyah.
Swearing allegiance to the Prophet was considered swearing allegiance to Allah and Allah
was well pleased with their actions.
Only the blind, lame and sick are exempt from war.
A vision to conquer Makkah was shown to the Prophet.
Characteristics of the Prophet Muhammad (saw) and his followers.
Strategy of peace.

SELECTED VERSES

48:1 Clear victory

     

"Indeed, We have given you, [O Muhammad], a clear victory."

48:2 Prophet (saw) is sinless

                 

"That Allah may forgive for you what proceeded of your sin and what will follow and complete
His favor upon you and guide you to a straight path."

48:8 9 Different roles of the Prophet (saw)

              

"Indeed, We have sent you as a witness and a bringer of good tidings and a warner. That you
[people] may believe in Allah and His Messenger and honor him and respect the Prophet and
exalt Allah morning and afternoon."
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48:10 Pledge of allegiance

           …  

"Indeed, those who pledge allegiance to you, [O Muhammad] they are actually pledging
allegiance to Allah. The Hand of Allah is over their hands�"

48:18 Allah is pleased with the believers

                 

  

"Certainly was Allah pleased with the believers when they pledged allegiance to you, [O
Muhammad], under the tree, and He knew what was in their hearts, so He sent down tranquillity
upon them and rewarded them with an imminent conquest."

48:27 Prophecy of the Prophet�s successful entry to Makkah

                

              

"Certainly has Allah showed to His Messenger the vision in truth. You will surely enter al Masjid
al Haram, if Allah wills, in safety, with your heads shaved and [hair] shortened, not fearing
[anyone]. He knew what you did not know and has arranged before that a conquest near [at
hand]."

48:28 A religion that prevails

               

"It is He who sent His Messenger with guidance and the religion of truth to manifest it over all
religion. And sufficient is Allah as Witness."

48:29 Engaging with friends and foes

                   

         …

"Muhammad is the Messenger of Allah; and those with him are forceful against the disbelievers,
merciful among themselves. You see them bowing and prostrating [in prayer], seeking bounty
from Allah and [His] pleasure. Their mark is on their faces from the trace of prostration�"

SELECTED VOCABULARY

They give

allegiance [v.10]
Never [v.12]

The tranquility

[v.18]
Religion / Way of life

[v.28]

The most praised

one [v.27]
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49. Al Hujurat: The Chambers

PERIOD OF REVELATION

This surah was revealed at Madinah and contains 18 verses. Its title is taken from an incident in
which a group of the Banu Tamim tribe visited the Prophet�s mosque in Madinah and called out
to him rudely from behind his private chambers. Thereupon the surah was revealed.

VIRTUE

                   
            . )  
  .213 214  26(  

This surah highlights a number of great etiquettes including the obligation of observing politeness
with the Prophet (saw), speaking to and calling him; the virtue of reconciliation between Muslims
and treating them nicely and the importance of keeping away from the bad manners of
disbelievers. [At Tahrir wa At Tanwir of Ibn Ashur, 26/213 214]

KEY THEMES ANDMESSAGES

Instruction to lower one�s voice in the presence of the Prophet (saw).
Make peace between the believers if they fight among themselves.
Islamic etiquettes of moral behaviour:

Do not laugh at another to down degrade him.
Do not defame another through sarcastic remarks.
Do not call another by offensive nicknames.
Avoid immoderate suspicions, for in some cases it is a sin.
Do not spy on one another.
Do not backbite one another.
All mankind is created from one man and one woman, therefore, no one has
superiority over another and noblest is he who is the most righteous.

A true believer is he who believes in Allah, His message and strives in the path of Islam
with his wealth and person in the way of Allah.

SELECTED VERSES

49:1 Importance of adab

                 

"O you who have believed, do not put [yourselves] before Allah and His Messenger but fear Allah
. Indeed, Allah is Hearing and Knowing."

49:2 Consequence of lack of adab to the Prophet (saw)
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"O you who have believed, do not raise your voices above the voice of the Prophet or be loud to
him in speech like the loudness of some of you to others, lest your deeds become worthless while
you perceive not."

49:3 Forgiveness and reward

                  

"Indeed, those who lower their voices before the Messenger of Allah they are the ones whose
hearts Allah has tested for righteousness. For them is forgiveness and great reward."

49:6 Verifying news

                 

"O you who have believed, if there comes to you a disobedient one with information, investigate,
lest you harm a people out of ignorance and become, over what you have done, regretful."

49:7 Faith is made beloved

                    

          

"And know that among you is the Messenger of Allah. If he were to obey you in much of the
matter, you would be in difficulty, but Allah has endeared to you the faith and has made it
pleasing in your hearts and has made hateful to you disbelief, defiance and disobedience. Those
are the [rightly] guided."

49:10 �Believers are only brothers�

           

"The believers are but brothers, so make settlement between your brothers. And fear Allah that
you may receive mercy."

49:11 Adab of social engagement

                     

                    

   

"O you who have believed, let not a people ridicule [another] people; perhaps they may be better
than them; nor let women ridicule [other] women; perhaps they may be better than them. And
do not insult one another and do not call each other by [offensive] nicknames. Wretched is the
name of disobedience after [one's] faith. And whoever does not repent then it is those who are
the wrongdoers."
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49:12 Against suspicion and backbiting

                    

               

"O you who have believed, avoid much [negative] assumption. Indeed, some assumption is sin.
And do not spy or backbite each other. Would one of you like to eat the flesh of his brother when
dead? You would detest it. And fear Allah; indeed, Allah is accepting of repentance and Merciful."

49:13 The objective of diversity

                   

   

"O mankind, indeed We have created you from male and female and made you peoples and
tribes that you may know one another. Indeed, the most noble of you in the sight of Allah is the
most righteous of you. Indeed, Allah is Knowing and Acquainted."

49:14 Islam vs Iman

                   

             

"The bedouins say, 'We have believed.' Say, 'You have not [yet] believed; but say [instead], 'We
have submitted,' for faith has not yet entered your hearts. And if you obey Allah and His
Messenger, He will not deprive you from your deeds of anything. Indeed, Allah is Forgiving and
Merciful.'"

49:15 The truthful ones

                 

  

"The believers are only the ones who have believed in Allah and His Messenger and then doubt
not but strive with their properties and their lives in the cause of Allah. It is those who are the
truthful."

SELECTED VOCABULARY

With a news [v.6]

Wickedness [v.7]

Disobedience

[v.7]  

By nicknames

[v.11]
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50. Qaf

PERIOD OF REVELATION

This surah was revealed in Makkah and contains 49 verses.

VIRTUE

    " :                 
) ." 458( 

Jabir Ibn Samurah is reported to have said: "The Prophet (saw) recited in Fajr prayer 'Qaf by the
all glorious Quran!' [i.e. surah Qaf]; and thereafter his prayer was rather short." [Muslim 458]

KEY THEMES ANDMESSAGES

Life after death is a reality and there is nothing strange about it.
Allah has assigned two angels to each person for noting down every single word that he
utters.
Every disbeliever will be thrown into Hell and Hell shall be asked, �Are you full.� Hell will
answer, �Are there some more?�
Admonish people with the Quran and bear with them in patience.

SELECTED VERSES

50:6 The creation of the sky

            

"Have they not looked at the heaven above them how We structured it and adorned it and
[how] it has no rifts?"

50:9 Water is blessed

          

"And We have sent down blessed rain from the sky and made grow thereby gardens and grain
from the harvest."

50:11 Dates as �a provision for the servants (of Allah)�

          

"As provision for the servants, and We have given life thereby to a dead land. Thus is the
resurrection."

50:16 Allah is closer to man than his jugular vein
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"And We have already created man and know what his soul whispers to him, and We are closer
to him than [his] jugular vein."

50:18 Monitoring of deeds

          

"Man does not utter any word except that with him is an observer prepared [to record]."

50:25 �Hinderer of good�

    

"Preventer of good, aggressor, and doubter."

50:33 Characteristics of the people of Paradise

       

"Who feared the Most Merciful unseen and came with a heart returning [in repentance]."

50:35 Longing to have more

      

"They will have whatever they wish therein, and with Us is more."

50:37 A live heart

"Indeed in that is a reminder for whoever has a heart or who listens while he is present [in
mind]."

50:45 Remind others by the Quran

               

"We are most knowing of what they say, and you are not over them a tyrant. But remind by the
Quran whoever fears My threat."

SELECTED VOCABULARY

And the brothers

[v.13]

Hinderer [v.25] More [v.30]
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51. Adh Dhariyat: The Winds

PERIOD OF REVELATION

This surah was revealed at Makkah and contains 60 verses. The title is derived from verse 1. It
was revealed at a time when the Prophet�s invitation was being resisted and opposed with denial
and ridicule and false accusations, but persecution had not yet started.

VIRTUE

  " :                 
.) " 1045(

Al Bara' is reported to have said: "We prayed Zuhr prayer behind the Prophet (saw) and heard
him reciting verses from surah Luqman and surah Adh Dhariyat." [Nasai 1045]

KEY THEMES ANDMESSAGES

Surely the Day of Judgement shall come to pass, only the perverse persons turn away
from this truth.
There is a lesson in the stories of Pharaoh, �Ad, Thamud and people of Nuh.
Allah, who built the heavens and spread out the earth, has assigned Prophet Muhammad
to be a warner for mankind.

SELECTED VERSES

51:5 True promises

   

"Indeed, what you are promised is true."

51:17 18 Characteristics of the �doers of good�

          

"They used to sleep but little of the night. And in the hours before dawn they would ask
forgiveness."

51:19 The right of others on our wealth

     

"And from their properties was [given] the right of the [needy] petitioner and the deprived."

51:20 21 Signs in creation and in our ownselves
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"And on the earth are signs for the certain [in faith]. And in yourselves. Then will you not see?"

51:25 Short hand version of the greeting

          

"When they entered upon him and said, '[We greet you with] peace.' He answered, '[And upon
you] peace, [you are] a people unknown.'"

51:50 �Flee to Allah�

         

"So flee to Allah. Indeed, I am to you from Him a clear warner."

51:55 Reminders benefit

     

"And remind, for indeed, the reminder benefits the believers."

51:56 Purpose of creation

      

"And I did not create the jinn and mankind except to worship Me."

51:57 58 Allah is the Provider

                 

"I do not want from them any provision, nor do I want them to feed Me. Indeed, it is Allah who is
the [continual] Provider, the firm possessor of strength."

SELECTED VOCABULARY

Saying (story) [v.24]  Pairs [v.39]

So flee [v.50]

The reminding [v.55]
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52. At Tur: Mount Sinai

PERIOD OF REVELATION

This surah was revealed in Makkah and contains 49 verses. The title is taken from the opening
verse which refers to Mount Sinai as the place where Prophet Musa received revelation and saw
the reflection of His glory.

VIRTUE

        " :          ) ." 
765(  

Muhammad Ibn Jubayr Ibn Mut`am reported from his father that he said: "I heard the messenger
of Allah (saw) reciting surah At Tur in Maghrib prayer." [Bukhari 765]

KEY THEMES ANDMESSAGES

The reward for the righteous will be Paradise in which they will show gratitude for Allah�s
graciousness while the deniers of truth will be put in Hellfire.
Mission of the Prophet is admonition.
Response to the disbelievers� disbelief:

If they doubt the Quran, let them produce a scripture like this.
Were they created without a Creator?
Do they possess the treasures of Allah?
Do they have other means to hear the facts about Allah?
Do they have the knowledge of the Unseen? If so let them produce their proof.

SELECTED VERSES

52:4 Bait al Ma�mur

"And [by] the frequented House."

52:7 8 Inevitability of punishment

"Indeed, the punishment of your Lord will occur. Of it there is no preventer"

52:19 Result of good deeds

"[They will be told], "Eat and drink in satisfaction for what you used to do.'"
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52:21 Reunion of the family in the Hereafter

"And those who believed and whose descendants followed them in faith We will join with them
their descendants, and We will not deprive them of anything of their deeds. Every person, for
what he earned, is retained."

52:29 The Prophet is not a fortune teller nor a madman

"So remind [O Muhammad], for you are not, by the favor of your Lord, a soothsayer or a
madman"

52:35 36 Origin of creation

"Or were they created by nothing, or were they the creators [of themselves]? Or did they create
the heavens and the earth? Rather, they are not certain"

52:48 Praising Allah after sleep

"And be patient, [O Muhammad], for the decision of your Lord, for indeed, you are in Our eyes.
And exalt [Allah] with praise of your Lord when you arise"

SELECTED VOCABULARY

   Eat [v.19]  Drink [v.19]

Pearls [v.24]

Preserved [v.24]
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53. An Najm: The Star

PERIOD OF REVELATION

This surah was revealed at Makkah and contains 62 verses. The title is taken from the invocation
in the first verse: �By the star as it sets�.

This is the first surah of the Quran, which the Prophet (s) publicly recited in which both the
believers and the disbelievers prostrated at the end. Even those chiefs of the polytheists who
were in the forefront of the opposition to the Prophet (s) fell down in prostration.

VIRTUE
  

      " :       :       
                     ."

) 4863(  
Abdullah (ra) is reported to have said: "The first revealed surah where sajdah (a recommendable
bowing down) was mentioned was surah An Najm. The Messenger of Allah prostrated [while
reciting it], and everybody behind him prostrated except a man whom I saw taking a hand full of
dust in his hand and prostrated on it. Later I saw that man killed as an infidel. He was Umaiya bin
Khalaf." [Bukhari 4863]

KEY THEMES ANDMESSAGES

Scene of the first revelation, brought by angel Gabriel to Prophet Muhammad (saw).
Allah gave the Prophet (saw) a tour of the heavens, Paradise and other great signs.
Lat, Uzza and Manat (goddesses of Arabs) are nothing but names invented by pagan
Arabs.
Angels have no share in divinity, nor can they even intercede without the permission of
Allah.
Do not claim piety for yourselves, Allah knows who is god fearing and pious.
No soul shall bear the burden of another; there shall be nothing for a person except what
he strived for.

SELECTED VERSES

53:3 4 The words of the Prophet (saw)

"Nor does he speak from [his own] inclination. It is not but a revelation revealed"

53:7 18 The Prophet�s ascension to the Heavens (Mi�raj)
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"While he was in the higher [part of the] horizon. Then he approached and descended. And was
at a distance of two bow lengths or nearer. And he revealed to His Servant what he revealed. The
heart did not lie [about] what it saw. So will you dispute with him over what he saw?. And he
certainly saw him in another descent. At the Lote Tree of the Utmost Boundary Near it is the
Garden of Refuge When there covered the Lote Tree that which covered [it]. The sight [of the
Prophet] did not swerve, nor did it transgress [its limit]. He certainly saw of the greatest signs of
his Lord."

53:19 20 Chief idols Lat, Uzza and Manat

"So have you considered al Lat and al 'Uzza? And Manat, the third the other one?"

53:32 Don�t vouch for yourselves

… 

"�So do not claim yourselves to be pure; He is most knowing of who fears Him."

53:39 40 You will reap what you strive for

�And that there is not for man except that [good] for which he strives. And that his effort is going
to be seen."

53:43 Laughter and cry

"And that it is He who makes [one] laugh and weep"

SELECTED VOCABULARY

The star [v.1]

Lote tree [v.14]

The utmost bounty

[v.14]

Great [v.32]
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54. Al Qamar: The Moon

PERIOD OF REVELATION

This is an early Makkan surah, revealed in the fourth year of Prophet Muhammad�s prophethood.
It consists of 55 verses and it takes its title from the first verse mentioning the incident of the
shaqq al qamar (splitting of the moon) which determines its period of revelation precisely. This
incident took place at Mina in Makkah five years before the Prophet�s migration to Madinah.

VIRTUE

    " :                " :
»     «) 8981( 

Abu Waqid Al Laythy is reported to have said: "Umar Ibn al Khattab asked me which surahs did
the Messenger of Allah (saw) recite on the day of Feast?" I said, "[He recited that surah that
starts with] 'The [Last] Hour has drawn near!' [i.e. surah al Qamar] and [the surah that starts
with] 'Qaf By the all glorious Quran!' [i.e. surah Qaf]." [Muslim 8981]

KEY THEMES ANDMESSAGES

The Day of Judgement is drawing near yet the unbelievers are not paying heed to the
signs of Allah.
We have made the Quran easy to understand the admonition, so is there any who would
take the admonition? This is mentioned four times.
The story of Thamud and Lut who called their Prophet liars to show how terrible was
Allah�s scourge and how clear was His warning.
People of Pharaoh were seized for disbelieving Allah�s warning. The same warning has
come to you, will you not take admonition?

SELECTED VERSES

54:1 Splitting of the moon

"The Hour has come near, and the moon has split [in two]."

54:5 Perfect wisdom

"Extensive wisdom but warning does not avail [them]."

54:17, 54:22, 54:32 & 54:40 �We have indeed made the Quran easy to remember � so is there
anyone who will take heed?� [This phrase is repeated four times in this surah after
recounting the stories of the people of Nuh (54:9�16), �Ad (54:18 21), Thamud (54:23�
31) and the people of Lut (54:33�39)]
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�And We have certainly made the Quran easy for remembrance, so is there any who will
remember?�

SELECTED VOCABULARY

Continuous [v.2] We have made

easy [v.17]

That will remember

[v.32]
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55. Ar Rahman: The Beneficent

PERIOD OF REVELATION

This surah was revealed at Madinah and contains 78 verses. It takes its title from the divine
name: �The Merciful� and hence the entire surah speaks of the mercies and blessings of Allah.

VIRTUE

   :                 
  :"               )  

 (  :)       "(. ) 3291(
Jabir is reported to have said: The Messenger of Allah (saw) came upon his companions and
recited surah al Rahman from the beginning to the end before them and they remained silent. He
said, "I recited it before the jinn at the night of meeting them but their response was better than
yours. Whenever I recited 'Then which of your Lord�s blessings will either of you belie?� they
would say 'None of Your blessings, our Lord, do we belie. All praise is due to You.'" [Tirmidhi
3291]

KEY THEMES ANDMESSAGES

It is Allah Who created man, taught him the Quran and taught him how to convey his
feelings and thoughts.
Allah is the Lord of the East and West. It is He Who made the laws to regulate the oceans:
its products and ships.
All that exists will perish except Allah.
No one can run away from the jurisdiction of Allah.
Sinners will be punished in Hell and the righteous will be awarded Paradise.
�Which of the favours of your Lord will you deny?� has been repeated thirty one times.

SELECTED VERSES

55:1 2 Mercy linked to the teaching of the Quran

�The Most Merciful. Taught the Quran."

55:3 4 Origin of speech

"Created man, [and] taught him eloquence."

55:6 Najm means �star� or �herbs�
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�And the stars and trees prostrate.�

55:7 9 Justice and balance

"And the heaven He raised and imposed the balance. That you not transgress within the balance.
And establish weight in justice and do not make deficient the balance."

55:19 20 The meeting of two seas

  

"He released the two seas, meeting [side by side]; between them is a barrier [so] neither of them
transgresses."

55:26 27 Everything will perish, except �

"Everyone upon the earth will perish, and there will remain the Face of your Lord, Owner of
Majesty and Honor."

55:33 Complete freedom but not beyond the boundaries of the universe

"O company of jinn and mankind, if you are able to pass beyond the regions of the heavens and
the earth, then pass. You will not pass except by authority [from Allah]."

55:60 Reciprocating excellence

"Is the reward for good [anything] but good?"

SELECTED VOCABULARY

He taught [v.2]

Eloquent speech [v.4]

The balance [v.7]

Rubies [v.58]  

Corals [v.58]
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56. Al Waqi�ah: The Event

PERIOD OF REVELATION

This surah was revealed at Makkah and contains 96 verses. The title is taken from the reference
to the Day of Resurrection in the first verse.

VIRTUE

    :       " :         ". 
)  2268(

Ibn Masud reported that the Prophet (saw) said, �Whoever recites surah Al Waqi`ah at night
would never encounter poverty.� [Shu`ab al Iman of Bayhaqi , 2268]

KEY THEMES ANDMESSAGES

Scenes of Judgement Day when:
Some will be abased and some exalted
The earth will be shaken up
The mountains will be crumbled to scattered dust
Mankind will be divided into three groups: the foremost in rank and position, the
common righteous people and the disbelievers

Admonition to the disbelievers with the examples of creation.
The testimony of Allah about the Quran.

SELECTED VERSES

56:7 Three groups of people on the Day of Judgement;
1. People of the Right Hand [56:27�38]
2. People of the Left Hand [56:41�56]
3. The Foremost [56:10�26]

"And you become [of] three kinds:"

56:57 Why do you not believe?

"We have created you, so why do you not believe?"

56:68 70Why are you not grateful?
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"And have you seen the water that you drink? Is it you who brought it down from the clouds, or is
it We who bring it down? If We willed, We could make it bitter, so why are you not grateful?"

56:77 80 Only the purified ones should touch the Quran

"Indeed, it is a noble Quran. In a book well protected; None touch it except the purified. It is a
revelation from the Lord of the worlds.'

SELECTED VOCABULARY

A glass [[v.18] The right [v.27]

A multitude [v.39]

The left [v.41]
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57. Al Hadid: The Iron

PERIOD OF REVELATION

This is a Madani surah and contains 29 verses. The title of the surah is derived from the mention
of iron in verse 25 as a source of physical power, symbolising the firm stance of the believers
when called to the cause of Islam.

VIRTUE

                " :     
) ". 3406( 

Irbad Ibn Sariyah is reported that the Prophet (saw) would not sleep before reading the
musabbihat (surahs that start with exalting Allah i.e. Al Hadid, Al Hashr, As Saf, Al Jumu�ah and
At Taghabun and would say, "They include a verse that is better than one thousand verses."
[Tirmidhi 3406]

KEY THEMES ANDMESSAGES

Allah created the heavens and the earth in six periods and has knowledge of everything.
On that Day, the true believers will have their light shining before them while the
hypocrites will have a fate similar to the disbelievers.
Those who spend in charity will be repaid manifold and also be given a liberal reward
besides it.
The life of this world is but play, amusement and illusion.
Do not grieve for the things that you miss, nor be overjoyed at what you gain.
Prophets Nuh, Ibrahim and Isa were sent for guidance to the Right Path, as for the
monasticism, people instituted it themselves.

SELECTED VERSES

57:3 Names of Allah

"He is the First and the Last, the Ascendant and the Intimate, and He is, of all things, Knowing."

57:7 Spending in His cause

"Believe in Allah and His Messenger and spend out of that in which He has made you successors.
For those who have believed among you and spent, there will be a great reward."

57:9 From darkness to light
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"It is He who sends down upon His Servant [Muhammad] verses of clear evidence that He may
bring you out from darknesses into the light. And indeed, Allah is to you Kind and Merciful."

57:10 Timing is important

"And why do you not spend in the cause of Allah while to Allah belongs the heritage of the
heavens and the earth? Not equal among you are those who spent before the conquest [of
Makkah] and fought [and those who did so after it]. Those are greater in degree than they who
spent afterwards and fought. But to all Allah has promised the best [reward]. And Allah, with
what you do, is Acquainted."

57:11 A loan to Allah

"Who is it that would loan Allah a goodly loan so He will multiply it for him and he will have a
noble reward?"

57:16 Humbled by remembrance

"Has the time not come for those who have believed that their hearts should become humbly
submissive at the remembrance of Allah and what has come down of the truth? And let them not
be like those who were given the Scripture before, and a long period passed over them, so their
hearts hardened; and many of them are defiantly disobedient."

57:17 Allah revives the earth

"Know that Allah gives life to the earth after its lifelessness. We have made clear to you the signs;
perhaps you will understand.'

57:20 This world is only a deceiving enjoyment

"Know that the life of this world is but amusement and diversion and adornment and boasting to
one another and competition in increase of wealth and children like the example of a rain
whose [resulting] plant growth pleases the tillers; then it dries and you see it turned yellow; then
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it becomes [scattered] debris. And in the Hereafter is severe punishment and forgiveness from
Allah and approval. And what is the worldly life except the enjoyment of delusion."

57:21 Competing in forgiveness

 …

"Race toward forgiveness from your Lord and a Garden whose width is like the width of the
heavens and earth�"

57:22 Everything has been decreed

 …

"No disaster strikes upon the earth or among yourselves except that it is in a register before We
bring it into being indeed that, for Allah, is easy."

57:25 Benefits of iron

…  …

"�And We sent down iron, wherein is great military might and benefits for the people, and so
that Allah may make evident those who support Him and His messengers unseen�"

57:27 Innovation of monasticism

…  …

"�And monasticism, which they innovated; We did not prescribe it for them except [that they did
so] seeking the approval of Allah . But they did not observe it with due observance�"

SELECTED VOCABULARY

The First [v.3]  The Last [v.3]

The Apparent [v.3]

The Hidden [v.3]  
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58. Al Mujadilah: The Dispute

PERIOD OF REVELATION

This surah was revealed in Madinah consisting of 22 verses. The title refers to a Madinan woman,
Khalwah bint Tha�labah (ra) , who was divorced by her husband simply saying: �Be to me as my
mother�s back.�

VIRTUE

          ) .     .28  6(  
The surah clarifies beyond doubt that Allah, His Messenger and their party will be predominant.
[At Tahrir wa At Tanwir of Ibn Ashur, 6/28]

KEY THEMES ANDMESSAGES

The pagan practice of divorce through �zihar� (calling one's wife as mother) is prohibited.
The penalty for practicing zihar.
Allah is Omnipresent, if three persons converse in secret, He is the fourth of them.
Secret counsels are forbidden except when they are for virtue and piety.
Conspiring in secret is the work of Satan.
Etiquettes of holding a meeting.
Order to spend in charity before consulting the Messenger in private.
Those who befriend the ones who are under the wrath of Allah will be severely punished.
True believers do not befriend those who oppose Allah and His Messenger.
This is a unique surah in which the name of Allah can be found in every verse.

SELECTED VERSES

58:6 Allah has kept account of everything

"On the Day when Allah will resurrect them all and inform them of what they did. Allah had
enumerated it, while they forgot it; and Allah is, over all things, Witness."

58:7 Allah is with us wherever we maybe

… 

 …

"�There is in no private conversation between three but that He is the fourth of them, nor are
there five but that He is the sixth of them and no less than that and no more except that He is
with them wherever they are�'

58:9 Secret counsel and meetings are only to be held for acts of piety
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"O you who have believed, when you converse privately, do not converse about sin and
aggression and disobedience to the Messenger but converse about righteousness and piety. And
fear Allah, to whom you will be gathered."

58:11 The scholars are exalted in status

"O you who have believed, when you are told, "Space yourselves" in assemblies, then make
space; Allah will make space for you. And when you are told, "Arise," then arise; Allah will raise
those who have believed among you and those who were given knowledge, by degrees. And
Allah is acquainted with what you do."

58:14 Befriending those who have angered Allah

"Have you not considered those who make allies of a people with whom Allah has become angry?
They are neither of you nor of them, and they swear to untruth while they know [they are lying]."

58:19 The party of Satan

"Satan has overcome them and made them forget the remembrance of Allah. Those are the party
of Satan. Unquestionably, the party of Satan they will be the losers."

58:20 Consequenc eof those who oppose Allah and His Messenger

"Indeed, the ones who oppose Allah and His Messenger those will be among the most lowest."

58:21 Allah and His Messengers will be victorious

"Allah has written, "I will surely overcome, I and My messengers." Indeed, Allah is Powerful and
Exalted in Might."

SELECTED VOCABULARY

Councils [v.8] Assemblies [v.11]    Verily I will

overcome [v.21]
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59. Al Hashr: The Gathering

PERIOD OF REVELATION

This surah was revealed at Madinah and contains 24 verses. The greater part of this surah deals
with the conflict between the Muslims and the Jewish tribe of Banu Nadir.

VIRTUE

           :"      :     
                    

            ". ) 2922( 
On the authority of Ma�qil reported that the Prophet said, �Whoever when he wakes in the
morning says thrice �I seek refuge with Allah against the accursed Satan� and then recites three
verses from the last part of surah Al Hashr, will be assigned seventy thousand angels to pray for
him until the evening, and should he die that day, he would have died a martyr. And whoever
does so in the evining, will get the same reward.� [Tirmidhi 2922]

KEY THEMES ANDMESSAGES

The Jewish tribe of Banu Nadir is given the order of exile for their mutiny against the
Madinan Muslim community.
Distribution of the belongings of Banu Nadir.
Historical background of the Jews.
Good qualities of true immigrants and Ansar (the residents of Madinah).
Conspiracy of the Hypocrites.
The parable of a satan vs. a disbeliever.
Let each soul see what it is sending for the Hereafter.
If the Quran was sent down upon a mountain it would have crumbled into pieces from
the fear of disobedience to Allah.
Fifteen attributes of Allah in three verses: the God, the Knower of the Seen and the
Unseen, the Compassionate, the Merciful, the King, the Holy, the Giver of Peace, the
Grantor of Security, the Guardian, the Almighty, the Irresistible, the Supreme, the
Creator, the Evolver and the Shaper.

SELECTED VERSES

59:7 Fair distribution of wealth
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"And what Allah restored to His Messenger from the people of the towns it is for Allah and for
the Messenger and for [his] near relatives and orphans and the [stranded] traveler so that it will
not be a perpetual distribution among the rich from among you. And whatever the Messenger
has given you take; and what he has forbidden you refrain from. And fear Allah; indeed, Allah
is severe in penalty."

59:9 Value of sacrifice

"And [also for] those who were settled in al Madinah and [adopted] the faith before them. They
love those who emigrated to them and find not any want in their breasts of what the emigrants
were given but give [them] preference over themselves, even though they are in privation. And
whoever is protected from the stinginess of his soul it is those who will be the successful."

59:16 Hypocrites act treacherously

"[The hypocrites are] like the example of Satan when he says to man, "Disbelieve." But when he
disbelieves, he says, "Indeed, I am disassociated from you. Indeed, I fear Allah, Lord of the
worlds."

59:18 Look at your own actions

�O you who have believed, fear Allah. And let every soul look to what it has put forth for
tomorrow and fear Allah. Indeed, Allah is acquainted with what you do.�

59:19 Do not forget Allah

"And be not like those who forgot Allah, so He made them forget themselves. Those are the
defiantly disobedient."

59:20 Success is for the people of Paradise

"Not equal are the companions of the Fire and the companions of Paradise. The companions of
Paradise they are the attainers [of success]."

59:21 Power of the Quran
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"If We had sent down this Quran upon a mountain, you would have seen it humbled and coming
apart from fear of Allah. And these examples We present to the people that perhaps they will
give thought."

59:22 24 Beautiful Names of Allah (Asmaul Husna)

  

Alimul Ghayb washahada (The Knower of the unseen and seen)
Al Rahman (The Most Compassionate)
Al Raheem (The Most Merciful)
Al Malik (The True King)
Al Quddus (The Holy)
Al Salam (The Source of Peace)
Al Mu�min (The Source of Security/ Giver of Faith)
Al Muhaymin (The Protector)
Al �Azeez (The All Powerful)
Al Jabbar (The Compeller)
Al Mutakabbir (The Proud)
Al Khaliq (The Creator)
Al Bari (The Maker)
Al Musawwir (The Fashioner)
Al Hakim (The All Wise)

SUPPLICATION

59:10 "Our Lord, forgive us and our brothers who preceded us in faith and put not in our hearts
[any] resentment toward those who have believed. Our Lord, indeed You are Kind and Merciful."

SELECTED VOCABULARY

Emigrants [v.8]   Those who

do not comprehend [v.13]   

Divided [v.14]
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60. Al Mumtahanah: The Examined Ones

PERIOD OF REVELATION

The surah was revealed in Madinah after the Treaty of Hudaibiya and contains 13 verses.

VIRTUE

           . )      .
346 347  4(  

This surah has the privilege of commencing with a decisive prohibition to befriend those who
offend the Prophet and the believers. [Tafsir of Ibn Kathir, 4/346 347]

KEY THEMES ANDMESSAGES

Do not befriend those who are the enemies of Allah and the Muslims.
The Prophet Ibrahim and his companions are an excellent example for the believers.
Exception to the prohibition of friendship with unbelievers is made for those who had
neither fought against the believers nor expelled them from their homes.
For women that become believers, test their iman, and if you find them truthful do not
return them to their unbelieving husbands.
Women�s bai�ah (oath of allegiance) in Islam is based on their commitment that they will
not commit shirk, they will not steal, they will not commit adultery, they will not kill their
children, they will not give any cause for scandal and that they will not disobey the
Prophet.
Three issues on which this surah provides guidance:

1. Ethics of engagement during warfare and peace.
2. Migration of muslim women to Madinah and the status of their marriages.
3. Women who accepted Islam are instructed by the Prophet (saw) to pledge that

they will reframe from major evils which were prevalent among the women of
pre Islamic Arabia.

SELECTED VERSES

60:3 Relatives and children on the Day of Judgement

"Never will your relatives or your children benefit you on the Day of Resurrection He will judge
between you. And Allah, of what you do, is Seeing."

60:8 Act justly
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"Allah does not forbid you from those who do not fight you because of religion and do not expel
you from your homes from being righteous toward them and acting justly toward them. Indeed,
Allah loves those who act justly."

60:9 Testing the believers

"Allah only forbids you from those who fight you because of religion and expel you from your
homes and aid in your expulsion [forbids] that you make allies of them. And whoever makes
allies of them, then it is those who are the wrongdoers."

60:12 Oath of Allegiance

"O Prophet, when the believing women come to you pledging to you that they will not associate
anything with Allah, nor will they steal, nor will they commit unlawful sexual intercourse, nor will
they kill their children, nor will they bring forth a slander they have invented between their arms
and legs, nor will they disobey you in what is right then accept their pledge and ask forgiveness
for them of Allah. Indeed, Allah is Forgiving and Merciful."

SUPPLICATIONS

60:4 5 "Our Lord, upon You we have relied, and to You we have returned, and to You is the
destination. Our Lord, make us not [objects of] torment for the disbelievers and forgive us, our
Lord. Indeed, it is You who is the Exalted in Might, the Wise."

SELECTED VOCABULARY

You (all) [v.11]   He became angry [v.13]
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61. As Saff: The Ranks

PERIOD OF REVELATION

This surah was revealed in Madinah and contains 14 verses.

VIRTUE

                " :     
) ". 3406( 

Irbad Ibn Sariyah is reported that the Prophet (saw) would not sleep before reading the
musabbihat (surahs that start with exalting Allah i.e. Al Hadid, Al Hashr, As Saf, Al Jumu�ah and
At Taghabun and would say, "They include a verse that is better than one thousand verses."
[Tirmidhi 3406]

KEY THEMES ANDMESSAGES

Believers are commanded not to say something that they won�t do.
The Prophet Isa gave good news of a messenger coming after him whose name would be
Ahmad (Muhammad).
A bargain to save oneself from the hellfire is to believe in Allah, His Messenger and strive
your utmost in the cause of Allah (jihad) with one's wealth and person.
Believers are commanded to be the helpers of Allah like the disciples of Isa.

SELECTED VERSES

61:2 3 Conformity of action with speech

"O you who have believed, why do you say what you do not do? Great is hatred in the sight of
Allah that you say what you do not do."

61:4 Fighting in the path of Allah

"Indeed, Allah loves those who fight in His cause in a row as though they are a [single] structure
joined firmly."

61:6 Muhammad (saw) foretold by Isa
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"And [mention] when Jesus, the son of Mary, said, "O children of Israel, indeed I am the
messenger of Allah to you confirming what came before me of the Torah and bringing good
tidings of a messenger to come after me, whose name is Ahmad." But when he came to them
with clear evidences, they said, 'This is obvious magic.'"

61:8 Allah is The Protector

"They want to extinguish the light of Allah with their mouths, but Allah will perfect His light,
although the disbelievers dislike it."

61:9 Truth will prevail

"It is He who sent His Messenger with guidance and the religion of truth to manifest it over all
religion, although those who associate others with Allah dislike it."

61:10 13 A transaction with Allah

"O you who have believed, shall I guide you to a transaction that will save you from a painful
punishment? [It is that] you believe in Allah and His Messenger and strive in the cause of Allah
with your wealth and your lives. That is best for you, if you should know. He will forgive for you
your sins and admit you to gardens beneath which rivers flow and pleasant dwellings in gardens
of perpetual residence. That is the great attainment. And [you will obtain] another [favor] that
you love victory from Allah and an imminent conquest; and give good tidings to the believers."

61:14 Helpers of Allah

 …

"O you who have believed, be supporters of Allah�"

SELECTED VOCABULARY

Structure [v.4]    Solid [v.4]    He invents [v.7]
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y
62. Al Jumu�ah: Friday

PERIOD OF REVELATION

This surah was revealed in Madinah and consists of 11 verses. It was revealed in two stages. Its
first section was revealed in 7 AH probably on the occasion of the conquest of Khaybar, and the
second section was revealed shortly after the migration as the Prophet established the Friday
congregation prayer on the 5th day after his arrival at Madinah.

VIRTUE

      " :            
  :         " " :       
  ) ." 1747(  

Ubaydullah Ibn Abu Rafi is reported to have said: "Marwan used to appoint [in his absence] Abu
Hurayra as his ruling successor over Madina. He would recite on Friday surah Al Jumu`ah and al
Munafiqun. I said, 'O Abu Hurayra! You have recited two surahs that Ali used to recite.'" He said,
"I heard my beloved one, Abu al Qasim (i.e Prophet Muhammad) reciting them." [Nasai 1747]

KEY THEMES ANDMESSAGES

Allah has appointed Muhammad (saw) as His Messenger.
Allah rebutted the claim of Jews to be the favourites of God to the exclusion of others.
Commandment relating to the obligation of Friday prayers.

SELECTED VERSES

62:2 Four fold mission of the Prophet (saw)
Reciting to them His Verses
Purifying them
Teaching them the Book
Teaching Wisdom

"It is He who has sent among the unlettered a Messenger from themselves reciting to them His
verses and purifying them and teaching them the Book and wisdom although they were before
in clear error."

62:5 Metaphor of a donkey
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"The example of those who were entrusted with the Torah and then did not take it on is like that
of a donkey who carries volumes [of books]. Wretched is the example of the people who deny
the signs of Allah. And Allah does not guide the wrongdoing people."

62:8 Meeting death

"Say, 'Indeed, the death from which you flee indeed, it will meet you. Then you will be returned
to the Knower of the unseen and the witnessed, and He will inform you about what you used to
do.'"

62:9 Obligation of Jumu�ah

"O you who have believed, when [the adhan] is called for the prayer on the day of Jumu'ah
[Friday], then proceed to the remembrance of Allah and leave trade. That is better for you, if you
only knew."

62:10 Seek the bounty of Allah

And when the prayer has been concluded, disperse within the land and seek from the bounty of
Allah, and remember Allah often that you may succeed."

SELECTED VOCABULARY

The unlettered ones

[v.2]

Prayer [v.9] You (all) disperse [v.10]
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0 
63. Al Munafiqun: The Hyprocrities

PERIOD OF REVELATION

This surah was revealed in Madinah and consists of 11 verses. It was sent down either during the
Prophet�s return journey from his campaign against Bani al Mustaliq, or immediately after his
arrival back at Madinah.

VIRTUE

   :       :»            
      «) . 1748( 

Ibn Abbas is reported to have said that the Messenger of Allah (saw) used to recite on Friday in
the fajr prayer [the surah that starts with] 'Alif Lam Meem. [This is] the revelation' [i.e. surah Al
Sajdah] and [the surah that starts with] 'Has it ever occurred to man that they were once non
existant [in the course] of time' [i.e. surah Al Insan]; and in Friday prayer [he used to recite] surah
Al Jumu`ah and Al Munafiqun." [Nasai 1748]

KEY THEMES ANDMESSAGES

Hypocrisy is such a sin against Islam and Muslims that even the Messenger�s prayer
cannot obtain forgiveness for the Hypocrites from Allah.
Let not your riches or children divert you from the remembrance of Allah, lest you
become a real loser.

SELECTED VERSES

63:1 Hypocrites are liars

"When the hypocrites come to you, [O Muhammad], they say, "We testify that you are the
Messenger of Allah." And Allah knows that you are His Messenger, and Allah testifies that the
hypocrites are liars."

63:2 They hide behind false oaths

"They have taken their oaths as a cover, so they averted [people] from the way of Allah. Indeed,
it was evil that they were doing."

63:4 They appear nice and speak attractively



270

"And when you see them, their forms please you, and if they speak, you listen to their speech.
[They are] as if they were pieces of wood propped up they think that every shout is against
them. They are the enemy, so beware of them. May Allah destroy them; how are they deluded?"

63:5 They turn away their heads with pride

"And when it is said to them, 'Come, the Messenger of Allah will ask forgiveness for you,' they
turn their heads aside and you see them evading while they are arrogant."

63:7 They discourage others from giving charity

"They are the ones who say, "Do not spend on those who are with the Messenger of Allah until
they disband." And to Allah belongs the depositories of the heavens and the earth, but the
hypocrites do not understand."

63:6 Whether or not the Prophet (saw) asks forgiveness for the dead hypocrites, Allah will
never forgive them

"It is all the same for them whether you ask forgiveness for them or do not ask forgiveness for
them; never will Allah forgive them. Indeed, Allah does not guide the defiantly disobedient
people."

63:9 Distraction of wealth and children

"O you who have believed, let not your wealth and your children divert you from remembrance
of Allah. And whoever does that then those are the losers."

63:10 Flee for a second chance

"And spend [in the way of Allah] from what We have provided you before death approaches one
of you and he says, 'My Lord, if only You would delay me for a brief term so I would give charity
and be among the righteous.'"

SELECTED VOCABULARY

It is equal [v.6]  While [v.10] Then I would give

charity [v.10]
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2 
64. At Taghabun: Mutual Disillusion

PERIOD OF REVELATION

This surah was revealed in Madinah and consists of 18 verses. It derives its title from verse 9
which calls the Day of Judgement �the day of mutual loss and gain.�

VIRTUE

         : "             
  ".) 11" :( :            ".)   
 .125 126  28(  

"No disaster strikes except by permission of Allah. And whoever believes in Allah He will guide
his heart. And Allah is Knowing of all things." (v.11): "It was said, "It appears through
contemplation that there is no verse more urging upon Tawakkul (putting one�s trust in Allah)
than this verse." [Ruh al Ma`ani of Al Alusi, 28/125 126]

KEY THEMES ANDMESSAGES

To Allah belongs the kingdom of the heavens and the earth, and He knows all that you
conceal and reveal.
Surely there will be life after death, the Day of Judgement and reward for good and bad
deeds.
No affliction can ever befall anyone except by the permission of Allah.
Among your wives and children there are some who are your enemies, be aware of them.

SELECTED VERSES

64:2 Freedom of choice

"It is He who created you, and among you is the disbeliever, and among you is the believer. And
Allah, of what you do, is Seeing."

64:3 Allah perfecting our creation

"He created the heavens and earth in truth and formed you and perfected your forms; and to
Him is the [final] destination."

64:8 The Quran is a light

"So believe in Allah and His Messenger and the Light which We have sent down. And Allah is
acquainted with what you do."

64:9 The day of mutual loss and gain
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"The Day He will assemble you for the Day of Assembly that is the Day of Deprivation. And
whoever believes in Allah and does righteousness He will remove from him his misdeeds and
admit him to gardens beneath which rivers flow, wherein they will abide forever. That is the great
attainment."

64:11 No calamity befalls except by the permission of Allah

"No disaster strikes except by permission of Allah. And whoever believes in Allah He will guide
his heart. And Allah is Knowing of all things."

64:14 Beware of your spouses and your children

"O you who have believed, indeed, among your wives and your children are enemies to you, so
beware of them. But if you pardon and overlook and forgive then indeed, Allah is Forgiving and
Merciful."

64:15 Wealth and children are a trial

  

"Your wealth and your children are but a trial, and Allah has with Him a great reward."

64:16 Obedience according to one�s capacity

"So fear Allah as much as you are able and listen and obey and spend [in the way of Allah]; it is
better for your selves. And whoever is protected from the stinginess of his soul it is those who
will be the successful."

64:17 A loan to Allah

"If you loan Allah a goodly loan, He will multiply it for you and forgive you. And Allah is Most
Appreciative and Forbearing."

SELECTED VOCABULARY

With the leave of

Allah [v.11]

And spend in

charity [v.16]

Most forbearing

[v.17]
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4 
65. At Talaq: Divorce

PERIOD OF REVELATION

This surah was revealed at Madinah and contains 12 verses. Its title is derived from verse 1,
which deals with divorce.

VIRTUE

               ) .   
 .135  28(  

This surah explains that piety is the true measure of every thing in the sight of Allah and the key
to comfort and happiness in this world and in the hereafter. [Ruh Al Ma`ani of Al Alusi, 28/135]

KEY THEMES ANDMESSAGES

Laws of divorce.
Iddah (waiting period before the divorce takes effect) is commanded to be three
menstrual periods, three months if menstruation is not applicable, and in case of
pregnancy it is the delivery of the child.
Rebellion against Allah�s commandment may bring stern reckoning or exemplary
punishment, so fear Allah and adhere to His laws.

SELECTED VERSES

65:1 The limits of Allah in divorce

"O Prophet, when you [Muslims] divorce women, divorce them for [the commencement of] their
waiting period and keep count of the waiting period, and fear Allah, your Lord. Do not turn them
out of their [husbands'] houses, nor should they [themselves] leave [during that period] unless
they are committing a clear immorality. And those are the limits [set by] Allah. And whoever
transgresses the limits of Allah has certainly wronged himself. You know not; perhaps Allah will
bring about after that a [different] matter."

65:2 3 Sustenance from a source which you never imagined

...
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"�And whoever fears Allah He will make for him a way out. And will provide for him from where
he does not expect. And whoever relies upon Allah then He is sufficient for him. Indeed, Allah
will accomplish His purpose. Allah has already set for everything a [decreed] extent."

65:4 Period of Iddah

"And those who no longer expect menstruation among your women if you doubt, then their
period is three months, and [also for] those who have not menstruated. And for those who are
pregnant, their term is until they give birth. And whoever fears Allah He will make for him of his
matter ease."

65:7 Spend according to one�s means

"Let a man of wealth spend from his wealth, and he whose provision is restricted let him spend
from what Allah has given him. Allah does not charge a soul except [according to] what He has
given it. Allah will bring about, after hardship, ease."

SELECTED VOCABULARY

Allah has prepared

[v.10]

Power [v.12]   Surrounds [v.12]  
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6 
66. At Tahrim: The Prohibition

PERIOD OF REVELATION

This surah was revealed in Madinah and contains 12 verses. The title is taken from verse 1 which
asks the Prophet why he has forbidden himself something which is lawful in the sight of Allah.

VIRTUE

                  
.)    .151  28(  

This surah is distinguished by drawing attention to the merit of being kind to wives, reproaching
them gently and the abstention of exploring their mistakes. [Ruh Al Ma`ani of Al Alusi, 28/151]

KEY THEMES ANDMESSAGES

Do not make something unlawful which Allah has made lawful.
Wives of the Prophet are admonished on their behaviour with him.
Believers are commanded to turn to Allah in sincere repentance if they want to be
forgiven.
Example of the wives of Nuh and Lut who will go to Hell and the example of Pharaoh's
wife and Maryam who will go to Paradise.

SELECTED VERSES

66:3 Allah knows the unseen

"And [remember] when the Prophet confided to one of his wives a statement; and when she
informed [another] of it and Allah showed it to him, he made known part of it and ignored a part.
And when he informed her about it, she said, "Who told you this?" He said, 'I was informed by
the Knowing, the Acquainted.'"

66:5 Ideal spouses:
Muslimah � submissive to Allah
Mu�minah � believers
Qanitah � obedient to Allah
Ta�ibah � turning in repentance to Allah
Abidah � worshipper of Allah
Saihah � inclined to fasting
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"Perhaps his Lord, if he divorced you [all], would substitute for him wives better than you,
submitting [to Allah], believing, devoutly obedient, repentant, worshipping, and traveling , [ones]
previously married and virgins."

66:6 Prioritise: save yourselves and your family first

"O you who have believed, protect yourselves and your families from a Fire whose fuel is people
and stones, over which are [appointed] angels, harsh and severe; they do not disobey Allah in
what He commands them but do what they are commanded."

66:7 Make no excuses

"O you who have disbelieved, make no excuses that Day. You will only be recompensed for what
you used to do."

66:8 Sincere repentance

 …

"O you who have believed, repent to Allah with sincere repentance�"

66:10 Example of the wife of Nuh and the wife of Lut

"Allah presents an example of those who disbelieved: the wife of Noah and the wife of Lot. They
were under two of Our righteous servants but betrayed them, so those prophets did not avail
them from Allah at all, and it was said, 'Enter the Fire with those who enter.'"

66:11 Asiyah is �an example for those who believe�

"And Allah presents an example of those who believed: the wife of Pharaoh, when she said, 'My
Lord, build for me near You a house in Paradise and save me from Pharaoh and his deeds and
save me from the wrongdoing people.'"

66:12 Maryam bint �Imran
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"And [the example of] Mary, the daughter of 'Imran, who guarded her chastity, so We blew into
[her garment] through Our angel, and she believed in the words of her Lord and His scriptures
and was of the devoutly obedient."

SUPPLICATIONS

  

66:8 �Our Lord, perfect for us our light and forgive us. Indeed, You are over all things
competent."

66:11 "My Lord, build for me near You a house in Paradise and save me from Pharaoh and his
deeds and save me from the wrongdoing people."

SELECTED VOCABULARY

He informed [v.3] Then when [v.3]   His lord/master/all

protector [v.4]



281

 
 
 
 



282

8 
67. Al Mulk: The Supreme Power

PERIOD OF REVELATION

The subject matter and the style indicate that it is one of the earliest surahs revealed during the
life of the Prophet's residence at Makkah. It consists of 30 verses.

VIRTUES

          :             
    .) 2891(

Abu Hurayra reported that the Prophet (saw) said: "There is a chapter in the Quran consisting of
thirty verses which intercedes for a person till he is forgiven by Allah and it is surah Mulk.�
[Tirmidhi 2891]

                  . ) 2892(
Jabir reported that the Prophet (saw) did not go to sleep without reading surah Sajdah and surah
Al Mulk.� [Tirmidhi 2892]

         .)  10479(
It was also narrated that reading of this surah is a means of protection from the punishment of
the grave. [Nasai 10479]

KEY THEMES ANDMESSAGES

The Kingdom of the universe belongs to Allah.
The lower heaven is decorated with lamps (stars).
The dwellers of Hell will wish: "Had we only listened to the call of Islam, we would have
not been among the inmates of Hell."
No one can help you against Allah, nor can any one save you from the punishment of
Allah.

SELECTED VERSES

67:1 Allah has power over all things

"Blessed is He in whose hand is dominion, and He is over all things competent."

67:2 Who is best in good deed?

 …

"[He] who created death and life to test you [as to] which of you is best in deed �"
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67:3 Can you see any fault in the creation of Allah?

"[And] who created seven heavens in layers. You do not see in the creation of the Most Merciful
any inconsistency. So return [your] vision [to the sky]; do you see any breaks?"

67:10 Listen and reason

"And they will say, "If only we had been listening or reasoning, we would not be among the
companions of the Blaze."

67:15 The earth has been made subservient to you

"It is He who made the earth tame for you so walk among its slopes and eat of His provision
and to Him is the resurrection."

67:19 Who holds the birds in the skies?

"Do they not see the birds above them with wings outspread and [sometimes] folded in? None
holds them [aloft] except the Most Merciful. Indeed He is, of all things, Seeing."

67:21 Who will provide for you?

"Or who is it that could provide for you if He withheld His provision? But they have persisted in
insolence and aversion."

67:23 Ungrateful nature of humans

"Say, 'It is He who has produced you and made for you hearing and vision and hearts; little are
you grateful.'"

67:30 Who will provide you with water?

"Say, 'Have you considered: if your water was to become sunken [into the earth], then who could
bring you flowing water?'"

SELECTED VOCABULARY

Discrepancies [v.3]   Up right [v.22]   Sunk away [v.30]
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68. Al Qalam: The Pen

PERIOD OF REVELATION

This is one of the earliest surahs revealed in Makkah at a time when opposition to the Prophet
had grown very harsh and tyrannical. It consists of 52 verses.

VIRTUE

          .)     68  30(  
This surah has the advantage of drawing the attention to the importance and great benefit of
writing. [Mafateeh Al Ghayb of Ar Razi, 30/68]

KEY THEMES ANDMESSAGES

Allah declared Muhammad (saw) to be of the highest moral character.
Commandment of not yielding to any disbelieving oath monger, slanderer and wicked
person.
Example of the arrogant and miserly owners of a garden who did not want to pay charity
and as a result their garden was destroyed.
Allah is not going to treat the Muslims as He will treat the guilty.
Those who do not believe in Allah�s revelations are led step by step towards destruction.
Three important themes of this surah:

o Response to the opponents' objections
o Warning and admonition to the disbelievers
o Exhortation of patience to the Prophet (saw)

SELECTED VERSES

68:2 The Prophet is not a madman

"You are not, [O Muhammad], by the favor of your Lord, a madman."

68:4 The Prophet embodies the best of human ethics

"And indeed, you are of a great moral character."

68:8 9 Danger of compromise

"Then do not obey the deniers. They wish that you would soften [in your position], so they would
soften [toward you]."

68:17 33 Story of the People of the Garden
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68:35 36 Judging the believers

"Then will We treat the Muslims like the criminals? What is [the matter] with you? How do you
judge?"

68:44 45 The plan of Allah is firm

"So leave Me, [O Muhammad], with [the matter of] whoever denies the Quran. We will
progressively lead them [to punishment] from where they do not know. And I will give them time.
Indeed, My plan is firm."

68:48 Be patient

"Then be patient for the decision of your Lord, [O Muhammad], and be not like the companion of
the fish when he called out while he was distressed."

SELECTED VOCABULARY

Deprived [v.27] The ones who desire

[v.32]

Will vouch [v.40]
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C
69. Al Haqqah: The Reality

PERIOD OF REVELATION

This surah was revealed in Makkah about four years before the Hijrah of the Prophet. It contains
52 verses and derives its name from verses 1�3, which refer to the Day of Judgement, as �the
impending reality.�

VIRTUE

        :      " :    : 
  )  ( ) ".( )  4915(  

Anas Ibn Malik is reported to have said that the Messenger of Allah (saw) said: "The surah of
[Prophet] Hud and its sisters made my hair grow grey: surah Al Waqi`ah, surah Al Qari`ah, surah
Al Haqqah, [the surah that starts with] 'When the sun enfolds (i.e. At Takwir)' and [the surah that
starts with] 'A [mocking] questioner has asked (i.e. Al Ma`arij)'." [Al Jami` As Sagheer 4915]

KEY THEMES ANDMESSAGES

Description of the Day of Resurrection and the Day of Judgement.
Righteous people and their reward.
Sinful people and their punishment.
The Quran is the word of Allah and not of the Prophet, and that it is a reminder for those
who fear Allah.

SELECTED VERSES

69:1 3 The inevitable reality

"The Inevitable Reality What is the Inevitable Reality? And what can make you know what is the
Inevitable Reality?"

69:24 Heart�s satisfaction

"[They will be told], 'Eat and drink in satisfaction for what you put forth in the days past.'"

68:28 29Wealth is of no benefit

"My wealth has not availed me. Gone from me is my authority."

68:33 34 Belief and social justice
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"Indeed, he did not used to believe in Allah, the Most Great, Nor did he encourage the feeding of
the poor."

69:35 Feeling of lonliness

"So there is not for him here this Day any devoted friend."

69:48 Quran for the God fearing

"And indeed, the Quran is a reminder for the righteous."

69:51 Absolute truth

"And indeed, it is the truth of certainty."

69:52 Glorifing the name of Allah

"So exalt the name of your Lord, the Most Great."

SELECTED VOCABULARY

Remnants [v.8] A soothsayer [v.42] So glorify [v.52]
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70. Al Ma�arij: The Ascending Stairways

PERIOD OF REVELATION

This surah was revealed in Makkah and contains 44 verses. Its title is drawn from verse 3, which
refers to Allah as �the Lord of the Stairways.�

VIRTUE

        :      " :    : 
  )  ( ) ".( )  4915(

Anas Ibn Malik is reported to have said that the Messenger of Allah (saw) said: "The surah of
[Prophet] Hud and its sisters made my hair grow grey: surah Al Waqi`ah, surah Al Qari`ah, surah
Al Haqqah, [the surah that starts with] 'When the sun enfolds (i.e. At Takwir)' and [the surah that
starts with] 'A [mocking] questioner has asked (i.e. Al Ma`arij)'." [Al Jami` As Sagheer 4915]

KEY THEMES ANDMESSAGES

The Day of Judgement will be equal to fifty thousand years.
Disbelievers will wish to save themselves from the punishment at the expense of their
children, wives, brothers and relatives, but it will not happen.
Paradise is not for the disbelievers.
Disbelievers will have downcast eyes and countenances distorted with shame.

SELECTED VERSES

70:4 A day in the Hereafter

"The angels and the Spirit will ascend to Him during a Day the extent of which is fifty thousand
years."

70:6 7 The Hereafter is closer than we think

"Indeed, they see it [as] distant, But We see it [as] near."

70:10 11 Everyone for themselves

"And no friend will ask [anything of] a friend, They will be shown each other. The criminal will
wish that he could be ransomed from the punishment of that day by his children"

70:19 Human beings have been created impatient
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"Indeed, mankind was created anxious:"

Characteristics of those who pray:

70:23 Those who are constant in their prayers i.e. always pray

"Those who are constant in their prayer"

70:24 25 Those, in whose wealth, there is a known right, for the one who asks and the deprived

"And those within whose wealth is a known right. For the petitioner and the deprived."

70:26 Those who verify (with their certain belief) the Day of Judgment

"And those who believe in the Day of Recompense"

70:27 28 Those who fear the punishment of Allah

"And those who are fearful of the punishment of their Lord Indeed, the punishment of their Lord
is not that from which one is safe."

70:32 Those who keep their trusts (amanah) and covenants (�ahd)

"And those who are to their trusts and promises attentive"

70:33 Those who stand firm in their testimonies (shahadah)

"And those who are in their testimonies upright"

70:34 Those who guard their prayers well

"And those who [carefully] maintain their prayer:"

SELECTED VOCABULARY

About to befall [v.1] Can avert [v.2]

Fifty [v.4]

  Remain constant [v.23]
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G
71. Nuh: Noah

PERIOD OF REVELATION

This surah was revealed in Makkah and contains 28 verses. The entire surah is devoted to the call
of Prophet Nuh to his people.

VIRTUE

       : "            
  ) "28( :"            ) ".  

      .42  9(  
"My Lord, forgive me and my parents and whoever enters my house a believer and the believing
men and believing women. And do not increase the wrongdoers except in destruction." (28):
"Whoever recites Surah Nuh (Noah) will be among the believers who benefit from the
supplication of Nuh (as)." [Tafsir of Abu As Sa`ud, 9/42]

KEY THEMES ANDMESSAGES

The Prophet Nuh�s preaching and submission to Allah after exhausting all his efforts.
The Prophet Nuh�s prayer not to leave any unbeliever on the surface of the earth and
Allah granted his prayer.

SELECTED VERSES

71:5 9 Persistence in inviting others to Islam

"He said, "My Lord, indeed I invited my people [to truth] night and day. But my invitation
increased them not except in flight. And indeed, every time I invited them that You may forgive
them, they put their fingers in their ears, covered themselves with their garments, persisted, and
were arrogant with [great] arrogance. Then I invited them publicly. Then I announced to them
and [also] confided to them secretly."

71:10 12 Seeking forgiveness
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"And said, 'Ask forgiveness of your Lord. Indeed, He is ever a Perpetual Forgiver. He will send
[rain from] the sky upon you in [continuing] showersAnd give you increase in wealth and children
and provide for you gardens and provide for you rivers."

70:13 Having regard for the gratefulness of Allah

"What is [the matter] with you that you do not attribute to Allah [due] grandeur."

71:21 �My Lord! They have disobeyed me�

"Noah said, "My Lord, indeed they have disobeyed me and followed him whose wealth and
children will not increase him except in loss."

SUPPLICATIONS

71:26 28 "My Lord, do not leave upon the earth from among the disbelievers an inhabitant.
Indeed, if You leave them, they will mislead Your servants and not beget except [every] wicked
one and [confirmed] disbeliever. My Lord, forgive me and my parents and whoever enters my
house a believer and the believing men and believing women. And do not increase the
wrongdoers except in destruction."

SELECTED VOCABULARY

Their fingers [v.7] Their ears [v.7] They have plotted [v.22]
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72. Al Jinn

PERIOD OF REVELATION

This surah was revealed in Makkah about two years before the Prophet�s Hijrah to Madinah. It
consists of 28 verses.

VIRTUE

    )    (     .)   .217( 
It proves the great honor of the Prophet (saw) that he conveyed his message to the jinn. (At
Tahrir wa At Tanwir of Ibn Ashur, p. 217)

KEY THEMES ANDMESSAGES

A beautiful speech of the Jinn who embraced Islam after hearing the Quran.
Jinn also have different religions and sects, some are Muslims and some are deviators
from the Truth.
Messengers do not have the power to harm or benefit anyone, their mission is only to
convey Allah�s message.
Only Allah knows the Unseen, He reveals what He wants to whom He chooses from the
messengers.

SELECTED VERSES

72:2 3 The Quran guides to the right path

"It guides to the right course, and we have believed in it. And we will never associate with our
Lord anyone. And [it teaches] that exalted is the nobleness of our Lord; He has not taken a wife
or a son"

72:18 Mosques are for Allah

"And [He revealed] that the mosques are for Allah, so do not invoke with Allah anyone."

72:28 Allah is aware of everything

… 

�He keeps count of all things.�

SELECTED VOCABULARY

The right path [v.2]   The right way [v.12]   Numbers [v.24]
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73. Al Muzzammil: The Wrapped One

PERIOD OF REVELATION

The two sections of this surah were revealed in two separate periods.

The first section (vv. 1�19) is unanimously a Makki Revelation. This is supported both by its
subject matter and by the traditions of the Hadith. This section was revealed at a time when the
Prophet (s) had openly started preaching Islam and the opposition to him at Makkah had grown
active and strong.

About the second section, (v. 20) although many of the commentators have expressed the
opinion that this too was sent down at Makkah, some other commentators regard it as a Madani
revelation. This same opinion is confirmed by the subject matter of this section. It mentions
fighting in the way of Allah and, obviously, there could be no question of it at Makkah. It also
contains the command to pay the obligatory zakah, and it is confirmed that paying zakah at a
specific rate and with an exemption limit (nisab) was enjoined at Madinah.

VIRTUE

    :»                 
           .« )  1365(

Ibn Abbas is reported to have said, "I spent a night at my aunt Maymunah's house. The Prophet
(saw) woke up to pray at night. He prayed 13 rak`ahs (units of Prayer) that included the two
(supererogatory) rak`ahs of Fajr prayer. I assessed his standing at every rak`ah to be [as long as
reciting the surah that starts with] 'O you who is enwrapped [in a mantle] (i.e. Al Muzzammil)'."
[Abu Dawud 1365]

KEY THEMES ANDMESSAGES

Allah ordered the Prophet not to stand in prayer the whole night.
Those who oppose the Prophet will be treated with heavy fetters and blazing fire.
The Quran is a reminder for those who want to find the right way.
Read from the Quran as much as you easily can.
Whatever you spend in the way of Allah, you will find it in the Hereafter.

SELECTED VERSES

73:1 6 Spiritual preparation

"O you who wraps himself [in clothing], arise [to pray] the night, except for a little, half of it or
subtract from it a little .Or add to it, and recite the Quran with measured recitation. Indeed, We
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will cast upon you a heavy word. Indeed, the hours of the night are more effective for
concurrence [of heart and tongue] and more suitable for words."

73:10 Face opposition with patience

"And be patient over what they say and avoid them with gracious avoidance."

73:15 The Messenger is a witness over us

"Indeed, We have sent to you a Messenger as a witness upon you just as We sent to Pharaoh a
messenger."

73:20 Diversity of religious practice

"Indeed, your Lord knows, [O Muhammad], that you stand [in prayer] almost two thirds of the
night or half of it or a third of it, and [so do] a group of those with you. And Allah determines [the
extent of] the night and the day. He has known that you [Muslims] will not be able to do it and
has turned to you in forgiveness, so recite what is easy [for you] of the Quran. He has known that
there will be among you those who are ill and others traveling throughout the land seeking
[something] of the bounty of Allah and others fighting for the cause of Allah. So recite what is
easy from it and establish prayer and give zakah and loan Allah a goodly loan. And whatever good
you put forward for yourselves you will find it with Allah. It is better and greater in reward. And
seek forgiveness of Allah. Indeed, Allah is Forgiving and Merciful."

SELECTED VOCABULARY

Wrapped in

garments [v.1]

In a slow style [v.4]

A heap of sand [v.41]

Poured out and

flowing [v.41]


